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ATTACK  ON STE MERE EGLISE

The mission of 82d Airborne Division was radicelly changed

about 15 May, 1944, as a result of intelligence reports indi-

cating that fresh German forces—the 9lst Infantry Division——"'ff.f

had moved imto the area well to the east of CARENTAN and south .

of the RIVER DOUVE in the general vicinity of ST SAUVEUR IE e
- VICOMTE . Until the tirme ﬁhen this additional strength wae |
renorted in the western mart of the GQTENTIN‘ﬁéninsula, the
Divigion had been asslgned to drop west of 8T & SAUVEUR LE

VICOMTE and after assembling near that town, to move és B .
division in a soubiwest direction toward ST SAUVEUR DE PIERRE-
- PONT. The concept was simply thls; In ite support of the
UTAH BRACH landings and of the 1l0lst Alrborne Division which

was holding thoe causeways from the beach so that the seaborne L

forces could move swiftly inlanﬂ the ©2d D1V1Q1on.would blceh,jﬂ

the pﬂssaﬂe of eneny reinlorcenents rmoving horth from the
IESSAYmL& HAYE DU FUITS area to reinforce the CHERBOURG

vicinity.

But when the fresh German division took u? grbund, this more;}~7 
effeotive concentration of enemy strength made it nécessary S
‘tnat 82d Division be dropped farther o the eaatward, so that ”15
the Division's strengﬁh'would not be alqsinated so that on
D DaY-the two airborne divisions—824 and lﬂlst——would‘have a
‘ favorahla chance of conqulidatlng the geotor extendlng from

UTAH BEACH to wastward of the MERHERET RIVIR and o0 tnat tha N




gseaborne forces-—principally the 4Lith Infantry Division-—ar- |
riving via UTAH BEACH could procsed inland against e minimum- ;'w*'f5“

eneny resistancs.

When it became necessary to modify the original plen, the
-assignments of the separate parachute regiments within ©24
Division were established as follows: | | ._
Two of the Regimants—;the 507 and 508-——were to drop west of w
~the LERDERET RIVER, the 507 assembling near the village of ..f ! -
AMFREVILIE and the 508 assembling immediately to the morthwest — i
of the confluence of the DOUVE and FEﬁDERET RIVERS. Thelr

agsemblies completed, these two reglments were to_oonsolidate:,'
bridgeheads aoross the_MERHEHET; striking from the wwstward,'

S0 that the peavorne forces coming from the eastward would

not be delayed at that barrier. At the time the plan was

conceived, the MEDD IRET was thought to be a not toov51rnifleant
obatacle. Tt was a narrow and pentlr~noving stream and though“

!.' 1ta fleood plain was a quarter mile or more in width, this | L

L | -eXpanse was not suppos ed to prove an ingurmounts vle handicap

eXoapt for armor.

One parachute regiment, the 505, was assigned to drop aird aan ”
semble esast of the MERDIRET RIVER and direetly noxrthwest of »
STE MERE EGLISE: 1t was to procced immediately to ‘the capture

of that important con&un¢catlon genter.

The missions'thus outlihed inﬁioate the general purpose éfs
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824 Division in OPERATION NSPTUNEZ. With tne'ganeral mission
of protecting the soutiwest flank of VII Corps, it was to |
accomplish this end by'censdlidating ite own ground and by
neking contact with 10lst Diviéion at two polnts--BLOSVILLE
to the sast and CHEF DU PONT to the southwest. The northern

limit of 824 Division's defensive zone was to be about on the -

line of MNEUVILLE AU PLATH-GOURBESVILLE while 101st was to set

up its defensive line and road blocks in the area of FOUCAR- -
VIIIZ. Both divisions were to press with the right shoulder
against this line while clearing the ground to the SOuthward

as far as the line of the RIVER DCUVE, However, from the
beginning, the 824 ﬁivision was charsged with taking the of—'
~ fensive to the westward in the directlon of ST'SAUVEUR ﬁE |
VICOMTE and it wﬂs intended that 503, from its assembly in

the area.of PIGAUVIILE, would move on and destroy the bridges' 
aoross the DOUVE south of PONT L'aERi and north of BEUZEVIILE
.LA BASTILLE,_ The gllder ilnfantry and glider.artillery7Were to

move in ab the most practiocal hour following the drop and I

port thése'miSSions.'

. With the revision of the plan, the capture of STE MERE EGLISE

in the early hours of operation htecame the very touchstons of.

‘success for the entire difisional undertaking. Without pos—‘ "

~session Of_this reléti?ely small Norman town, the Division

wquld have almost no chanee to sustain offensive operations

aoross the MERDBRET River and to the westward, SIT MERS FOLISE
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wad the most 1m ortant oommunlcations canter within the area

which was to be congolidated by the American airborne forces. f_.; ‘
For these reasons, it had been made the district headquarters

of the German Army; the trunk cables‘oonnecting'CHERBGURG‘with

CARENTAN and the coastal towns and villages of the southern
end of the COTENTIN FENINSULA ran tbrough it; it was the hub
of a highway Het, formed largely of metal surface roads, con—'
nﬁcting with all Darts of the penlnsula, finally, the town |
1taelf was on relatively hien ground,'lt was cempactly built
and its houges Were strong-walled; -ube anproaches to it ccu+d
all he pretty well domlnatgd from tne ground of theAtcwn |
rroﬁer. These things, and the cer*ainﬁy that €24 Divislon :
wollld be operating on lte own ror at 1Sd3t 24 aours longer
than 101sb, pretty well fixad the strategy of the first eriti-

 ¢&1 hours.

If.tha_Divisibn wesg to proceed to its multiferious assignments -

and yet mninimize the risk of total destruction . in the event

_ that the géneral plan went wrong and the link-up becams longi'

delayed, it had to secure a strong defensive base right. at tha ﬁ5

'_beginning.' STE MERE ZGLISE waé tha place;‘thé genaral mission -

of seizing and holding that town was given the 505 Regiment.

The Drop Zone dasignated for 505's 1and1ng was Just a little 7511

to the northweat of the target, about as: cloae in to the com-

munity as it_was rractical to geb 1t. It wag probably a mﬁaS"'ﬁ

uré of-h0w vitallsﬁﬂ'ﬁmf“ EGiISE,was reckoned in the whole




airhorne undertaking bhat the Division Commander, MAT GEN RIEG~. '

WAY, Jjumped at the sarie Drop aoma and was. ong of the Tirst men

ready on the ground ., Therealter, until the sesborne forces
game throuzh, he continued to give the capbure and subsequently .

the defense of the town his most carsful personal regard.

Y

fhg Regimental wlan initially assigned'only one Battalion— |
the Third—to the tésk; First Battalion, after landing In |
the Same Zone, was to proceed west immediately cn landing and
seize the crossings of the MORDERET RIVER at LA TIEED and o
CHEFT DU FONT; so doing,. they would protect the base by block-
ing out any eneny coming from the west and southwest. The
Becond Pabttalion was giﬁen the mission of holdinz a general
line running approximately-eaat and weat through BANDIEHVILEE,
and NEUVILLE 4U TLATN and patrolling to the west thereof; that

would put them in effect along the northern flank of VII Cornaf “

Area, in extension of the defensive line whichk 101st Division -

was to establish at FOUGARIELI@ and in position to bloeck out
any enemy fdrdes deécendinﬁ'on % VERS BOLISE fronm the.north;? {
out of IONTTEOURG or tle CIEREOTURE area. Covered thus on two:j;
gides bty the other two Pat*qlians,zﬁha Thivd Eat*slion; aceord%{.
1ng to the mnlan, wmuld firat caoture and mon-up the town in :1
detail then set up rnudb]ocka to the east and south of it and :Q
procasd to deTend the ha 3@ n @ lnst all enery counter»dttaox
until the ﬂl*iVIl UL the so;bomne forces.. The Rekimantal Drop -

Zane wasg divlﬁaq into threae qcbtiana so tLhat each Babtullan -




could be dropped in that part of the Droy,Zoﬁe which was

!? nearest ite asslizned target.

& R,

On the whole, the Regimental jump went smootlly. The Path-

finders cot to the Drop Zone 30 minutes prior to the first

B
il AT

s

‘planes which brought the assault elements and each of the Batw
talion Pathfinder teams succeeded iﬁ at least a part of its
mission. They had been favored doubly by_fcrtune; for their
own planes had given them a good drop and there were no anemy'-‘

Ef fofces‘anywhere near the Dron Zone. With these advantages,

| they were able to set up sevarate marksrs in each of the Bat-
talion sectors and they also ot a number of road heacons
-established befqra the serials becan coming over. Theve was.
thus a suffiéient #ulde for the troop carrier cammand ag it
flew west loocking for the Zone approximste to STE MERD ECLISE
and there was Gie fﬁrther wrobability thet af'ter the ﬁen got:
to the ground, the problem of individual orientation wauid.be

E éased.

Thase eariy éuémesses wére reflscied in the'Regimentai asser-
bly. The élementﬁ of the Reziment wihicl succeeded in hitting
the Drop Zone sqQuarely comnrlsed abdut 1GG0 out of 2200 map;
Mogt Of the remainder were distrilbuted ih the vicinity and toji;rféif
- the north anﬂ.eaat of these groupys. Théy oolieqtad rapldly
throughout D Dav 80 that by nightfall 505 Regiment kuew the
‘whereahouﬁs of nnérly‘éll of its'strength. Othar small gfqup$-'i

_whiﬁh could not repbrt during-the iniﬁi&l-ﬁtage“beaause they




had dropped too far outaide'the Rerimentsl sector engaged the.g=: ﬁg;_}_

enemy 1in combat wherever thsy met him, thereby aiding both
the Regiment and 10lst Divislon, which was along its eastern
boundary. onfflcient of these strays came down north of NEU--
- VILIE AU FLAIN to engage the enenmy with such aggressiveness -
that the latter became convinced that tle ailrborne drop was

intended to embrace LE HAM and MOPEROURG.*

LT COL EDWARD C. KRAUSE-of Third Baitalion ceme down in a tri~- = -

angular-shaped, hedgerow-bordered i ield dirscily south of the
Drop Zone: in Tact, he hsd come down oﬁ tha. exact spot whioh -
he had previcusly selected for his assaubly'UP. e had seen
the green T's markine the jumf field juéﬁ before he had leflt
the plane, and so he knew during his descent that he was hitt-

ing earth at akout the right place.¥*

By the time he had made certain of his location, and checked
the dcne—shaped field according Lo the wap, about 15 of his |
men had already ralllied to nim. He diapatghed thern at cnée,,
telling then to move oul about 50U yard#’in all directions,
collect whomover théy_could alen; the route, send them back
to hlm by azituth and chen themselﬁes return o the assenbly
point. Within 45 minutes, about 180 members of his own -

*Fror: the War Diary of the German Seventh Army.
¥*This is a brief of IRATSD'S guperience, A48 it contalned

nothing unusual, it is not reportsd here in detail. The full

story la to te found in the MRAUSE interview within the nany-
seripb; "505 Before and After Dropn." : |
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Battalion had assembled around him and hls one-man patrols

had also oriented scoros of other men From other units, and gat,_,

them moving to thelr assembly poinbts. _KRADSE congolidated

what he had into two companies, G and II, with elsments of Head—* _f5

quarters Company forming up‘separately. ‘He was now ready to

go ¥

One of the patrols had picked up a drunken Frenchman walling

along the road. Vhen brought before XKRAUSE, he quickly sobered .ﬂil

and he provad to be a gold mihe of infcrmatien. He verified
‘the Battalion's lccatlon with respect to STE MEHE YGLISE and
he told KRAUSE that he knew of an almoat unuged trail which
led into the town from the nortawest. The town sad been very
well covered, he said, but thé\prinnigle atrength of the anemy;‘
was now distributed out slong the roads leading into the com-
muinity. Within the tqwn rroper there was aboubt ore Company 0£ _5
Germang, eovering the notor park, Headovarters and othar'instaly‘
lations, JGome tactlioenl vtroors had been billeted in SUE MERE '
EOLISS until receutly, tut because of the constanty tﬁreat,df'¢ ff
alr attack, they had moved out bo bivouacs in the fields and
*Mhis Battalion had proviously spearheaded the 4llied advance
into NAFLES and had raired the first American flag above that:
town., About three hours hefore the take-off from England, KRAUS
had assembled bhis Battallon and hzd said these words to them: .
"We have here the flag that you raised over the city of NAPLES.
I waut it to be the first flaz to fly over a liberated town in
Francs. The wmissicn is thit we will vut: 1t up in STE MERE BEGLISH
before dawn. You have only one order--to come and fizht with me

ﬁierev?r_you-lana; Wheh you get to SUE LINE EGLISE, I will be
ere," - L T SR ' .




along the high ground south of the town, ¥

KRAUSE put the Prenchman in the point of his formation,wunder f‘7 :

CAPT WALT R % LONG of Gompanv H, and headed for STE MERE

EGLISE with about one~quarter of his normal Battelion strenatha f ﬁ:..¢'

The columm guided on the trail to which they were dlrected by . 3;f

. the Fr?nchman, the men moving forward along the hadgerow ccver _ 
on both sides of it, Thare were heavy clouds above ST N“RE"
BECLISE and the night was nearly pluch black; they saw no nlgnsff
of the enemy and they recelved no fire., The older and mors
experlenced men seered perfactly willing to step ouﬁ, ragliz-.
ing that uurprise wase thelr ohlef weapon, but ERAUSE could
hear the older NCQO's growling at the new men, most of wham
were trylnz to move cautiously with their rifles at the on-. |
guard position. In 30 minutes, they reacheﬁ-tha outekirts of.

the town,**

COL RKRAUSE hdd told hia men not to fire until deylight and
to use only g“enade , knives and bayonets during the in~-flghte-
ing. He kept pasce with the fi rat £iles until he reached the _
northermost puildinge along the main highway leading to Momm- .
BOUEG. At that polnt he decided Lo send aéparaté detaahmentsf 
Tlankward in bbth dirsctions to set ﬁp roaa'blocks and cloaaﬁ;;

*5711 nf this in orsaticn yroved to be substantially ocrrect.
The fact that thase 5ar“i¢on troops had been noved scuth had
not been known to the Amerlocsn planners end it had an imnortant
-effcct on subsequant dova¢opmcnts within VIT Corpa..

*Hpie degcription is from FHAUSE and JS to he 1ound in tha
1nterview materlal. . :




: all avenues of appﬁaach to the townnwin,eonﬁrast ©o the crigi-:“  
%;ﬂ nal plan of blocking the roads tortha eact and south and de~ ”
| pending on the forces at LA FIENE, CHEF DU FONT and NEUVILIZ
to block thes approaches cn the other two sides. The other
men then procseded southward along the ﬁain road, Lkeeping
within the shadow of ths buildings, and bounding quietly and
swiftly from dodrway to doorway or to a covering well. They
_ had been ingtructed specifically not to search the builﬁings
‘-1 as KRAUSE did not went to risk ths chance thet any haad-to-
s hand skirmishing would jeopardize the chance to set vp ail of
thé :dadblocks before dawn-—this, he considered to be of prios
importance. While he had been sending out the flanking groups, ‘
the point had moved right on down the main road Lo set up the“.f-
roadblock tq south of town. He oould hear mashinz gun and |
_"rifle fire ffom.that direction now and he concluded tnat_some J,,
of his'mén ware maéting the first of the enemy. The cable
point was LOO yards farther south along the main road; KHAUSEl'
had been hccﬁrately briefed on ite looatibn before he had lelt
- England. He went to it immedlamtely and 4id the cubbing job
" in pPerson. |
All 6f the roadblocks were set before dawn, Théra had been.."
some skirmishing at three of the locatlions but the resistance;;  
was quickl? overcome, LRAUSE'S men using only their grenades |
and.cutﬁing‘weapons. ‘Everﬁ man in ﬁhe Battalioh had jumped

with an M-1 anti-tank mine. Every man carried a geammon grenads,




which is a point detorating grenade.® In addition to these

weapons, the blocks were supporbted by bazocokas, a few cover-

ing riflemen, a machine gun and usually e BAR. The forces
at the blocks wers augmented steadily through the morning as

additional men reported im.

By 0900 about 300 men hed collectod on the town, MNeanwhile,
clean~up squads had gone thrdugh the buildings and made the
interior position secure. 7There was little houss-to-house

fighting. The few Germans in the town wers taken almost wholly

by surprise. éome,were roused from thair.beda, about BU SUP-
rendered, 10 were killed and the remalnder took off toward the,  L
south. By 09320 vhe town was wholly in the Battalicn's hgndﬁ. _
At about 0500 KRAUSE had dispatehed a runner to tell Regimenn'T1 [J?{

that he was in STD MERE EOLICE, Eubsaquently; he sent anocther ffiﬁ

runner with the message that he had secured the town. The

o first message d4id nobt get to.the_recipient'for-wham it was.in—f‘i

¥ tended—GOL WILLIAM B. BIGAK, the Reginembal Copmander. Wander- &

o ing around the Drop Zcﬁe,'the'runner'camE“first td GEN‘RI?GWAY,  
the Division‘dcmmandar, and told him what he was suﬁposed to -
tell o EEMAN but he did not exnlain that the messazme was for‘_ )
ERMAN. The latter continued in doubt., o

In_tha meantine these things had nappéned elsewhere in the -
Regiment:; By 0515,rSecond‘Battalion,had'coilected enough men
*The grenade is nage from Compoéition G, there being about

two pounds of explosive in a smell sock. The material is soft a
plastiﬁ.and.two_pounds:is usually enough to cripple a tank,
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that EEMAN told LT oL EBNJANIN'H. VAHDWRVGORT the Battaliqn N
Commander, to proceed to his obdeotlve-mﬂEUVILﬂE AU PLAIN. |
VANDERVOORT had fraeturad one leg badly on the jump but his |
men had obtained a small farm cart and were wheellng him Zfound
in it and he wag continuing to command, At 0614, the Becond o
Battallon then being on its way to NEUVILLE, was ordered to .

halt in place, though the reason was not @1V8ﬂ. At 0800 there"'

-came a radio mesgase from BRAMANW that he had heard noth14g from

Third Battallon. AL 0810 Second Battalion was ordered to turn L
back and capture SEEEEﬂE}EGLIS,.. ﬁt.oﬁlé another meegsars

carne through that Third Battalion had captured the town and
Second Battalion was to progesd to FEUVILEE. At 0217 this
order was countermanded and Second ‘Batt aLion was ordered 0
nove on STH LEEE EGLIﬁEn There was one more change in 03dera..
as GOL BEMAN atill triéd to find out the precise situation of
the two Battalions. Then VANIERVOORT ordered his men to move .~

south.

But on h’é oW, lnltiative VuﬂﬁEW“CCnT taﬁ takan one Pracauticn

which redcunded preatly to the benefit of the Division, Bafore:
changlng dlrectlon‘he_had decided that ona:atronb rlatoon mig%t
be equal to the migsion at'NEUVILLE AU.PLAIR} He according1Yﬂ§'
detaﬁhéﬁ a platdon from-companyrnrunder Im.TﬁBﬁER B.,TURHBULL;;'

and sent 1t north. Whila the rest of his strength mmVad7scuth;ﬁ:

A Frenchman iuterro"ated uur+né the asqambly nad told tuat he;'

1bellevad only a few Carmann Wcra in REUVILIW and that thay

‘.woulﬁ-be foupd in_tha outlying-houses._ TURNHUKLapraceedea to.




his task with instructions to mop-up the hamliet, mine the main -

road to north of IEUVILLE and the east-wegt road running to

south of it and set up a defensive position on the most faver-

i

able high ground. He hsd done these things by 1000, by whiech
time VANDERVOCRT hsed set up his CP- in STE MERE EGLISE. -~

48 it happéned, this precautionary recall of Second Battalion - = -
to STE MERE ECLISE worked oubt well. Shortly after 0930 KRAUSB'E if
position had been heavily counter-ettacked from the south by a '

force which appeared to comprise about two companias of'inﬂ.

fantry qupported by mobile gunc ‘on tracks and thiree or four
tanks. The approach of this forﬂa was ﬁignalod by an intenas

concentration of mmochine gun and mortar fire wtich fell mainly

around the southern roadblock, KRAUSE went immedlately to that 
area. IMe had time only to obgervo that swall groups'of the
enemy were wocrking around on both flanks of his own position

and to order that more men from Companies G and T ve brov@ht

down flnm the csater of the town vo f£ill in along the open
Bpaces betwaan hnin roaﬁblocka;* then he was hit in the lowef

leg by a shell fragment which numbed the member but'did not 
,otherwiée inéapacitata him. Fe was now in radlo commanicacimn,‘

and talcphonﬁ also, with all companies.
VANDERVCQRTuarrive&, his men 5511l pushing him in the Tarm.

*Tha men frou G and I were alreaﬂv nosiblon sd in the south 5
and he thouzht it important to round out their pesition with
men . from thulr wn compenles, as an aid to battle morale. -




oart. He told KRAUST that the simplest plan was Tor him to
order the defense of the town as he wanted it eand to give his
instructions direectly to the Company Commanders; it thus becding:

one command without arpurent, the two commanders working to-

gether as a team, but with KRAUSE having the deciding volce.

Second Rattalion's strength Was distributed arouﬁd the perim«;
eber so as to com=lete the cirele; dompahias B and I were keptﬁ_-':
as a mobile reserve in the cenbe x or the town. The arrivel
of this additional strength ard the accuraecy of the Amer1can
small arms fire quloklv brought the eneny attesck in checl.

Eany in the skirmaishing the Geruans herded catt“a from the
fields onto the main road and tried to drive thew on so as to |
explode the mine field at tue rnndblocxn T DQMIElbh IH TULLID
noved out well in front of the biOGK, turned the eattle *nno-;‘
another field and then gren&aed the Germans who wera driving
them; xilling one man' wdunﬂing 8, s@boﬁdVand disperaiﬁg tha'

rest. By 1130 Shoe attack “rcm the eouth had djad w;thoat

denting thn mutnoqt line._

However, thors was no dlmln; zhing of the fire fram tho south

and before. the morning was oub +hu.mortdr and small arms autaqk

was being supyovtcﬂ hy artiliery in eucb Volume that KRAUHE

was canvincnd ha mas b01n¢ opposad by qev#rﬁl batterlas.- Twu
*T, TUiL.LG was killed a¢ next day by a llig,h velocity ehall,

Cne Cown punp naa been ds 1Stroyed by an artillery shell and the
others wore under heavy fire. The wounded in the eld station

“were badly in need of vater. DR TULLIO ~voluntesred to get it f

and was killed whila cn thls ml%&lon.

”;”14 ';a  :E




81 mm mortars, p031t10ned in the northwest of STE MERE BG LISE

were turned against this position by LT WILLIAM E. WILSoW and

together fired about 65‘rounds; But it was impossible to get

observation of the enemy position from STE MERE EGLISE because
of the interposition of the hedgerows along a high ridge; the
mortar fire'seemed'to have little effect. Looking down the

main road, KRAUSE could see an enemy couvoy of several btrucks

moving up towerd the ground where he bthought the enemy mortars

were operating. (Tdemtified on the map as Hill 20) He ordered

Company T to move out on m wide swing to the right, then at-

tack leftward towsrd HIll 20 and deny its use to the enamy..

The Company-—strength, 5 officers and 80 men--moved flankward o

about one-half mile to the west of the main rosd, then en-
deavored to ¢ub back diagonally toward the high grmundIWMiah‘
_KRAUSE had indicated. DBut the difficulty was that they had

to follow a éigzmg'ccurse in oraer Lo keep to the cover cF the
houndary hedgerows and 61Lohes, 80 doinU tﬂ@y lost tlme, but

‘ what wae more coa ¢y, tuey lont their ssnse of dlutance and
direction. It was 90 m1nu+ s later that thoy got buclk to
grbund'flan&ing the main road about ons mile 4cu£h of town;

1t was quite shorbt of the zoal and they dlsoovarad too late

that they wers anprcaching on & line which put them direcb]y

in front of the noriar yOSitLOR wuion.tney‘were supposed to e B

outfflankin@} Aacgmpagying the mortar fire, an intsnce small

‘amms fire came at them from their right rear so that they were




in effect at an apex of firs coming from ensmy poaitions oﬁ

both sides of the road. CAPI HAROILD W. BWINGIER wes killed

by & bullet and several other men were hit. The rest of the
men jumped imumediately for the cover of the hedgerows and

ditches.

During thelnext two hpurs, the Company held its ground, erad~
ually built uﬁ a fire poeition faoingjsuutHWard, and then |
made two successive attempts to move out and around the enemy‘fl;'
left flank. Whenever these patrola (of platocn strenzth} tfiad' ;fﬁ
to cut in, they were checked by enemy five; they then made .. L
further tries to swing wider and wider around the enemy leflt,
but always they faﬁnd tlie wﬁy blocked by enemy skirmish@rs{

The platoon attemsting the naneuver thereby gained the impres-
sion that it was being danfrnnted by successive out-Llanking -
movements by the ensmy, ailwed at envelopins the Company po-
sltion. The @lat&on accordingly fell back on the Gcmpany and

the latter withdrew to STE IELRE ZICLISTH.

The actual éituation was tiat tihe ensny fofua; ol &pproximatﬂiy-gn
Battalion strenzth, had bsan imﬁreﬂsed by Conpany I's advanae- |
and had bscome convinced that the Ameriocan Qtrength at STE MﬁRﬁr z
EGLISE must be ovarwhelming. They therefors starte& to with~ .
draw to the waatward_ﬁnd the platoon Ifrom Company I had oon-

tinued bumpihg into'tLe right flank of the lead elements of _
this withdraﬁing'column.*  But no one was able to guess that ” '  

at. the ﬁima,**
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*The Battallion succesded in gétting thirough with most of
its forces hetween the Amerisan force at STE MERE EGLISE and

the other elements of fhe 824 Division who were fighting along o

the -MERDERET. The Battalion later opposed Second Battallon,
505, at LE HAM and told this shory of their operation. One of.
CEN GAVIN'S staff offlcers, who apoke German, had been sent
late in the afterncon of D Day to drive a Jeepload of ammu-
nition to the CHEF DU PONT position. On his return triv to

1A FIERE, he drove in between the two halves of this retreating

German column and was captured; several days laber he was re-

cagtured by 824 Division. _ ' , _ '
*The ahief wituesses on the Comvany I action wore LT WALTER

EROENER end SCGT HOWARD P. MILVIM, although about 15 men were

interviewed in all. COL RRAUSET repcrtod that Compsny I hed

hit the Cerman convoy on the road and destroyed several vehi~ -~

cles with gammon grenades but this was an error. The men of

the Company said this did mot happen.
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THE STAID AT NEUVILIE AU FLAIN

There were 42 men in TUINEULL'S platoon and proceeding via the wf j{

hedgerows they moved smoothly on :NRUVILLE, drawing no fire as
they went along. PVT EDWAED LASTON was first scout. e went
‘a8 rapidly as he could and the men followed, strung outb on |
both sides of the rosd. They went right through the hamlet
and continued on. past the last nopsaﬁ for about 4O yards.

There they were on the northern glope of the hish gﬁound on
wihich the setilement rested. A hedgorow bcrdefing the fisld

to right of the msin road was convenient to their purpose.
-They could sgee forward fbr 600 yards and more and to.tne rig&t'-*
Tlank for no less distance. Dho eﬁrth hank. of the hedze was.:.

about breast high and the foliage was eZcepbionally thick. To

left of the road there wae an orchnrd throuzh the frult trees . .

- of which one could get a clewr view rorward for about 200
yards., But weyond the farmhouse getb next the suncen road on
that side there were clear fieldas so that one could see clearly :

for a quarter mile in that dlrection,

It was here”ﬁhat.TﬁKNBULL get up hile position. The mmghine
aun an& most of the rlatoon were dispcued along the heﬂgarow._'“f
on the right side., ‘Two viflecen and a bazooka man were sent
back,td‘the'Shadow‘of the houses to comnose a roadblock, in
case eneny érmpr hmppéh&d alons. Une squad was pubt on the

left of the road. There was an anciept‘gaté there, flanked by

& moss-grown stone wall and next a manure pile., One could look,




forward through the gave and comumand the orchard. Here thay

waited., It did not take long.

Thirty minutes after the plateoon had arrived, the wen to right

of the road saw a comnany of Gcrmans coming down the road, .
" marchipng in columnn of twos, unconbarnedly, a8 if unarpzehenaive_,  
of any danger. LT ISAAC LICHAELMAN, TURNBULL'S assistant,
certéin that the wmen behind the iron gate had not witnessed

the approach; crawled across the road and alerted them. They
moved up through the ox chard 200 yords and took position around
& group of barng: 1t was their ldea that Luey might remaln

there unobserved and catch tihe German column in flank aB it"

camns dcwn the roaﬂ. As thery got to tﬂld forward ground, the

Gernans, who had r*rst bean snﬂhtpd at ahout 400 yards distaﬁca

came almost even with them. MICHAFLMAN and EVT JOSEFH C. HUDY -
moved up to the Secanﬁ story of one of the>barns for observa-~

tion. The sguad had been a morbar 5quad but had lost its

mortars on the”gﬁmp; the bundle having blowa up. now it was

manuing a maahina.guﬁ. There were four men ab-thé gun with

SGT ROBERT NITAND in éhar@e;* the gon had been set up in the

diﬁph outside the heﬁgercw]borﬁafing the mnin-rdad and pointiné;:
north, in pogition to traverse the filalds on the far sida.' Buft

the gun remained silent, the gunners hoping for a better chance

to sweep the enamy files w1tn en*&]ade Flre, Then the two

*The obher men with the pun were PFCS HORACE IH. ERDWN‘and

PVTS JOHN P SLAVIEQQ and HAROLD DUNNEGﬂk EROWN being the
gmarn' ) o




squads deployed along the hedgerow to rear and on right of
'the road opened fire and the enemy tool cover immsﬂiat@ly,
flonpinﬁ next the hedges and into the roadside ditches. .
MICHARIMAN, observing from the left, got a bullet through hls
buttoeks; it weas the first sign that the enemy had snotted
the gun position. After that the crew saw-—throush open spaces
in the hedgerow ahesd---that the rearward files of the enomy |
column were woving around to the westward aa If to envelopd
the gun position. The gun was now in actlion and waﬂ firing
bursté of aitho~eignt rounds, traversing toward both flanxs,
but did not seem to be doine much damage. ‘PEG STANIZY W.
KQTLARZ, who was trying to cover Lhe left flank of the squad
with a tommy eun, sensed that he was dolng no good with his
weapon because_cf the sxztreme rahge; the othflanking mhvement. 
was being carried on at 250 yards distance. KOTLARE yelled
to MICHAEIMAN who had already concluded that the e;ﬁuation'was_ﬁ

becoming too hot to handle . He orderad the squad to withﬁraW'j_‘ff

to the platcon'line_and ke himself hobbled back, using his
rifle as a cane, with the vest of the squad Iollowing along

the hedaerow.

At STE MERE BGLISE, COL VAUDNAVOORT had bean able to su“mount |
the handicap of h¢s broken lez by borrowing & palr ol crutches'n
Trom a Frenchman and gatting a jeep fram a Ulld"r, So fixed, '
he started nurth for IEUVILIE AT FLATI, brianging along twé 57

AT guns for Suﬂport-o*-the platoonts position. He got imto
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the hamlet just in time to see one of his paratroopers-—who

had been with the roadblock--waving an orange flag. A French~

man had ridden into the hamlet on a bicyole sand had told the

men at the block that he was moving in advance of a'full-cnlumﬁ; i:;
of German prisoners who wers coming in under guard of an Amﬂf%f.:;l
can detachment. These were the men TURWBULL had fired_on;'the_' |
bicycling Freﬁehman.had‘ped&leﬁ past the platoon‘'s line Withé D

out seeing it. The paratrooper at the block was trying to

give the column the friendly sliagn Just as VAWDERVOORT afriVedr

and just as°the line opened fire--with rifles, two machine guns o

and two BARs. In that way, the ruse falled. VANDERVOORT had

left ome of the 57s at the intersection south of NEUVILLE; he

had brought the second gun along right into the center of the

settlemﬁnt. Whan'MIGHﬂELMAN came on back, VANDERVOCRT, think-

ing that the line might be eracking and seeing no good targets

for the 57 gun, sent a runner to TURNBULL to ask how he was

doing and if he needed help. TURWEULL eent back the message: -

"OK and everything under control."

There were at that time asbout 180 CGermans confrbnting TURNL 

BULL'S relatively small group. Yet the position along the

high ground was relatively snug. The squad over on the left.

had refused its own left flank slightly so aé to cover the
clear fields in that direction; the AT gun was in position to
fira~diractly;dcwn tna‘road and the'gunnefs could command a

view of thefriahtofway ror at least one~half mile in that S
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direction;_ These thinzs provided temporarily a suffisient i

bass of'fire.

BEven before MIGHQELMAN c#ob back to the sate with the left-hand

| squad, however, the men deployed on the rit nt had begun to

feel the mountinz pressure of the enemy fire. Tho Germans

were droppin@ mortar fi*e aecurataly along the hedgeline and
‘although the embankmnn+ and the boundary ditch afforded good
protection, the platoon veyan to get casualties. Too, the

enemy had brought‘up a self-propelled gﬁn to within ahoutb 5001  
yards of fhe smerican line, In its rirst few rounds, it knoe -
ed out the bazooka man at tihe road block., On i1ts next firing
the gun drove the orew away Trom the 57 AT gun in HEUVILIE‘and.
the crew took tamporary ocovar amoné the housas...They.came |
back shortly,-however; and with their first few rounds knockead
cut the German gun; far up the road they coulﬁ saa; with the .
ald of ﬂlaESG ty what appeared to be a Murk IV Tank; that was ':
their next target and the vaehicle waﬂ apwaranfly hit and haltad.
But thbre wa@ no anSWur Lo Lhu Go“man mﬁftuT fire and it kepb  --
building up‘ln volume and accuracy throughout tae day. This 'f"
was tha'causé bf the greater part of the platoon’s casualtieéme_

hé men had gons forward_and_dnly 16 were present when the time -

oame to evacuate the position and fall back on SIE MERE EGLISH.

The enemy had talken full advantage of the natural'ccvar far
out on both flanha and had brousitt his forcas forward gradually“

through the day, attemptmng an enci¢clemeat. Extending




EER D LR L st e

obliquely from the main road in a southoasgterly direction,
about 600 yards to north of the line which had been taken up

by the platoon, there is a large wood. This was made the chlef
avenue of approsch, At the same time, however, another flank-
ing. parb , moving behind the hedgerows far over on thz left,
and;well out of reach of the American emall arms fire, kept

pace with the movement arcund the american right. Against

these two wide out=rlaaking movements, TURWBULL ecould do noth- :,f}'

ing effective excelt hold his ground, and by the wmere act of

helding, slow the advance of the ensmy {frem the ncrih upon

- 8TE MERE BEGLISE. That was the way the fight went throughout -

the hours of the morning and afternoon. The nortar fire kept

“thinning the Anerican ranke; the relurn fire from behind the

hedgerow had no notlceable effect excent to keep tue flankersf"j¥[;

far out and meke them move on g wider oircle. The advaics

came on slowly but evenlw- on both flanks it passed on beyond-:"iﬁu

the American line; gtill, TURNRULL held hls ground. By the

time the enemy groun working on the ghorter hite and coming - "“"”

through the'WDPdS on the risht were at the »nolunt of entering

NEUVILLM the group whlch had moved out to the westward wag

almost in poaition to cut acrces the platoon's line of ratredts‘5’ﬁg

The sharp signe of the plataon‘s tighteunin: situation cane -'"

 when thev began to draw aniper Tire from the buildinyv at thalrﬁf”"

rear and at the sane timp gome under sgall arms fire from the
Torward farm buxldlnws which L;GEAJLMAN‘hdd occup;eu ea*1¢er

in the day.‘ IV¢ 0LIE£04D KE:N&N 8, grenadier working on tha




right flank, turned around to consider the buildiugs just to

the rearward of hin, on the outskirts of the hamlet; as he
started to raise his carbine, he was shot apd killed by machine
pistol fire. By then the men along the hedjerow could ase the
forms of enemy riflemen orawling along the ditches wounding
“the hedgerows out on both flanks; bhe nearsat were not more

han 75 yards sway, but they were unoertaln targete and the

mortar fire was coming in so gteadily that it was all but im-
ﬁossible to zet a eleaf shot at them. TURNWBULLYS force had
dwindled tolzj men. They were taking care of about 10 wounﬂeﬂ.7 
‘The fire had been beatiug steﬂdiiy oo the asphalt of the road--
ﬁay and there had seemsd no way to evacuste thess nen to the
rearward, MNov they réalizeﬂ it was too lata to save the woundet{
1f Ilndeed it were mobt too late to save anyone. The circle_éf'i.
enémyjforea lind &lmost'dﬁamn closed-abaut 200 vards to lLhe raarffl;}ﬂl
ward. The last chance was alipping away while they loolcd ab

‘one another,

TURNEULL pointed in the ﬂiraatian of the encwy sWipmizhers who
‘Were ordwling toward them along the ditclies. He sald to the
others: "There's one thing left Ifor us to do. We can charge

them,.®
One of the privates spoke up. "I'm ready,® he sald.
PR JOSEFH SEDASTIAN, who had just ocome in from prowling the

‘right flank where he had talked o CFL JOSERH TIZMEL who hed
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gulte dut off yet. I lllJ:U.{ there's a ckance we can get out;

been with KEENAN when he died, said: Mo, I don't think wa're

that's what we ought to do." TRIMLL had told him that while

a few of tho enemy had reached the houses on the right flank, . |

‘the greater nart of then were still one hedgerow short of

closing on tiie hamlet.
TURNBULL eslted the others: "What about 1te?"

They supnorted SEBASTIAN and told him thet it would be bebtter .

"~ to try and zet out.

- 8o in & twinkling, they got set. TURNBULL told them to leave

the wounded. OPL JAMES KELLY, first ald man, sald he’d remain =
and bs taken prisomsr, if possible, in order to sea the wounded
through, Some of the suns far over on the right had o be |
ahandoned beceuse the eneny skirmishers were now co:hing with

a rush.

- PFC S BA;_»TIAL, who ha.d arguad TUINISTLL .,.nto the w.ithflraw'*l

now voluntearcd %o stund aad ccvexr the othcma with a EAR; CPL

RAYMOXD SMITSON sald he‘d stay by SEBABITAN and su;;nport. him N
with hand grenades. SGT ROBERT WTLAND stﬁ:’rted for cne of t‘hé".':'.‘:-
machine guns intending to st :I.ek with SE:BASTIMJ and SMI'['SONIané.f .

| cover the withdrawal; he wa s shot dead by u German clos ing in

with a machine pis ol bafore ever he could raach the weapan.

rThe othara*-lé altog a*'bermqtarbec. back through the mm_le.t

at a degd ru,n, sxpeeting to be out. dmm ba.t‘ore tnoy had moved




a dozen steps.¥

But thouﬁh they had not gensged it, there was sone halp near
at hand. VAUDCRVOOET, who had come up to the skirmish sarly ’
in the day but had then returned to STE MERE RGLISE to run

his Battalion, had continued to worry about the platoon. He

"had sent word to TURNBUILL that the situvaticn in STE MERE

EGLISE was such thalt he should stlek it as long as ke could,
and then fall back on tihe Battalion. Word had also reached
TURNBULL by rurner that the platoon would fall hack when 1t

got a white flare pignal from ST IERE BCLISE. Dut he had

waited all through & fire-swent afternoon and now it was ev9n—r

ing, and no signal had cama. VAJBERVOORT, not Knowing about’

any arrangements for & flare siznal, but fisuring that the

platoon's time must be runaing out, ordared a platocn from

Company F to get up to HEUVILLE and- stand resdy to cover TURN-

BUTL in case he had. to make an abrupt w1fbdramal. TURNPULL
hadn't.saen the Gom@anJ E platoon coms in, butn bhay had reached

the center of REUVILLE and'had de?layed off to the left among

and beyond the houses by the time he told his men to cut and,f'x

™I,

The 16 nen went nast tnis line like a breezo, scarcely seeing

it. Thev kent on runaing dowr Lhe roqu toward STE MERD FGLISE;

as fast as they ccula £0, Lothing,was sald until they gained ff'

*quAoTIAN and SMITACH were capturea bu+ thnlr fire h4d
made the withdrawal wovslble.

-;-__;?.6 "-_' 




the town except an occasional yell from a non-com: "Keep scal~ -

teredl” The platoon from Company E, having fired until TURN-
. BULL'8 men swept pest, also picked up their weapons and ran,
'purposing to clear oubt of easy range before the Gsrmans could

fire from the ridge of high ground rumning through the village.

By its all-day stand, the platcon had kept the STE MERE BGLISE.

force from being hit simiitanecusly from north and south during
the moat ceritical hours of D Day, and by providing this breath-
ing space to the major defensive base of the Divlsion, had

helped immeasurably to Lelp stabilize the position of an entire

corps.
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THE COMMAND SITUATION

It wés fortunaté for all concerneﬂ‘that thing5 had happerned
in the way they d4id along the eastern half of the Divisi onﬁl_i,
sector and that the relatively small acticns north and south
of STE MEEE BGIISE had ylelded big dividends in time gained
and -consequent gtabilimation of the defensive base. True, théf*
slanting blow dealt by Company I had nobt achlieved a total
result; a considerable enemy force, backad by artillery andﬂ”‘
gome armor, sbtill held ths high zround west of}mﬁladjacent to ;
ECOQUEREAH?IIiE, in positon to interfere seriocusly with the .
force from UTAH BEACH which was coming to the relisf of STE

MERE EGLISE. Dut the local effect had been good; those Ger-

mans who had been in position to putb direeﬁ.pressureron‘the

town from a southerly dirsction had been routed and sent on

thelr wéy; and it wae this gift whick 82d needed most of.gllf~.if
a chance to congolidate somewhere along bhe line, The TURK- |
BULL ac*ion haa served the S85e purﬁoae,‘ib gave FRATIE and
VANDEHVOOPT the time they needed to Knit thetr pcsiticn and

gather confldence.

Elsewhe;e in the Diﬁisicn sectof (as will be rec&ﬁnted in.- ‘
detail later) the situation was far from bright. Along the, _;
ﬁERDFHET tqings were wmree “than obscure- for rany hours, and ;f
for reasons Mﬂlch were qu¢ts beyond the cont;ol of tha Dlé
vismon, the situa on had barﬁered on. cauastrOQhe and had aplx,j

been partially resbmxaﬂ thrcuyh unuaual exert;on, and arter B
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exceptional hardship, on the part of all elements. Things

| had gona awry in detgll; the force had been far scabttered;

not only had concentration been lmmeasurably delayed but the
Division hadiloét the effectlve strength of hundreds ol msi.
There had been no chance to operate "accordlng to plan.” A
bad drop had dissipated most of the potential forece of 507;
508 was in almost equally bad case. The one Battalicn which

had been dropped on the proper gide (west bank) of therﬂiver

wag fighting an isolsted uphill ongagument in which mosh of its
effort was dlrected toward survival; the remainder of tus Reg i~

ment, gathered to east of the River, hadn't found the suitabla_'

opening wherein to exert its full stremgth on the course of

the battle.

So as matters stood on the niﬁﬁt of D Duy, 82d Division was
not pressing the offensive to wapt and south of the linz of
the.MERHERET nor was it even stauding astride that barrier.
Tne declsive bridbebeaﬂs were as yet umyon andé the Division
was, Lndeed in darger of barnﬁ veaten back Trom the Riverts

eastern approaches.

The tactical dif fioulties of tnu Division had PPOVFd grave

enough . anoughout the day, CEN LIDGWAY had cons inued to move.t
back and forth from the STE MERS LGLISE posislon %o the bridge-
‘head areas whera bis men weze trying to foroe the croasings i'
of the MERDERET. The doubbs arising from eash local smtuaticﬁ'l

.and frem the failure to gain any repa*t from.larue poitions of ’
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et a patrol from the lzth Infantry, Lth Infantry Divisaon...\”

the Division strength were great enough to over burden the

Commander; what agoravated them wag thab the Division remained

altogether in the derk as to how the battle was going else-

where. It could not be sure whether any relief was in pros- o
pect, for it did not know whether the Americans had taken hold -

alonz the beaches or had been driven back irnto the sea. Even .

the fate of 10lst, which wae supposed to be fighting next it

to the seastward, remained unknown.

All attampts o mxmmnlcate with pigher hesdquarters during
6 June were g failure. The radio kert fading out, Division
could'send but it could not know whether its messsges ware

gettang through to Corps or to Army, In en otherwise alto~

gether uncertain situation, GEN RIDXWAY declded to make certain

of ocne thing—thke ST MIRE EGLISE nosition, If the worst hap-
pened~~if the morrow should show that the seaborns forces Weref
checked and the 82d4's strength secusd unequal to continuing
a lone~handed strugele amainst the MMRDETET crossings——what

remained of the Difishnimmmld than‘fallrback on the town.,

Tate in the eveninu ot 6 June 8 patrc] from V&N“ﬁRVu RIS
Battalion rmoved out northeast from STE MIRD EGLI%L and on getnaw

ting to the road 1ntarsect10n just weﬂt of BEUSEVIILE AU PLAIN

They returnad o srr MERE BGLISE to tell this story. chevar,iL
1t was a caaual mseting, and ‘the Lth Division patrol possassaa

no informatian as to how its. Division stood or what pro&ress;-~*
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was belng made by the column whilch was surposed to be pro-

~oceeding from UTAY EBRACH to the relief of STE MERE EGLISE.

(The 12th Infantry was due to turn north well to the east of
STE MERE EGLISE and the 2th Infantry was to come through the

town. )

 Some hours later, Tm CoL W. P.-WINTON Asgistant -3 of Div151on

struck out in the same direction, takin& with him a patrol

which included several men from the group making the initial

contact, They loopad up toward BREUZIVILLE AU FLAIN,_then_mﬁve&

southeast along the main road from BANDIENVILIE. Soutiheast -

of BEUZEVILLE, they met elements of 12th Infantry. They could-lf‘

tell WINTON very little about bLhe situation. WINTON Lert nis:l
patrol with the 12th Infantry and contiioved on alone to Lth

Division's OP. At midnight he talked to 4th Division's Gom- -
mander, MAT GEN BﬁRTON. He was ziven the approxinate 10catiqn 

of 4th's ROT’s. GEN BAHTCN told him what he would be able to .

do with his tank destroyers toward relieving 82d's situation

‘and he algo said that a colunn of light tanks under COL BAFW
(one Company of 74,6th Tank Battalion) was nroceeding to south  §
of BOUTTEVILLE anﬂ would turn northwest toward ST MEKE TOLISE,

Saon after, WIRTOW began his return‘journey. But ne'waﬁ,farp {f

from STE MERE EGLIEE and many more hours were to pass befors
Division received thé inforiation for which it was already

straining.




SOUTE OF STE MERE EGLISE

COL &. D. RAFF, who was 1n command of the advance elesments of ff :

what was known as the "Howell Force®, had received word before L

leaving UTAH BEACH that 824 Division haed captured STE MERE
EGLISE.* The mission of HOWELL Force was to bring relief

to 824 Division as soon as possible via an overland march from

UTAH 3EAGH to STE MERE EGLISE. The force came ashore in mid~' ;ff“‘

E afternoon, delaysd at the Beach only lcﬁg enough to de-water-
- proof the tanks and within about 14 hours was approachling STE

MERE ZGLISE from the southward; nothing having interfered with
the early stages of the advance, owing to the fact that the |
column was mnving through territory which had alrsady been

fﬁirly well cleared by the action of l0let Division. Also,

‘slements of the Oth Infantry, which had landed earlier in the =

day, had moved out ahead of the mobile column and along ap~

proximately the gsame course, their immediabe goal being like-

wise STE MERE EGLISE. but when the eolumn.drew-untb the oTOoSS~ "
roads next IES FORGES (approximately 2} miles southeast of SﬂEx :

MERE EGLISE on the maln highwﬁy) it came to an ébrupt halt. -

The 8th Infantry'forcas on albead had becone éngaged frqm7tbefiif~
same high ground--Hill 20-~-which had inconvenienced the.southeff;
. ern defenders of STE MEFE EGLISE earlier in the afternoon. By
this'hourfthé'énemy withdrawsl from the northern-siape of Hill r
*The force was compoged of one platoon of Company B of 4th -

Cavalry Recomnaissance Squadron, Company G of 746th Tank Bat--
tallon and. 90 infantrymen of 325th Glider Infantry~—the latter

riding the tenks.
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So ha ordered hig I aconnaissance Platoon to advance along the

- would follow it immsdiabely, the remalnder of the force would

Thisradvance was covered_by the-fire'of the\ath.lnfantry's-_3 L

Z0~the action which had fouled Company I, 505th's attempb '
to out~flank the position—was already underway or completed.

But along the soutiern slope, barring the passage from UTAH

BEACH, the enemy forces still stood firm, with infantry, artil- |

lery and poseibly sqﬁe arcor. The th'Infantry had become
engeged by fire from this ground at arproximgtely 1000 yards .
range, and having halted, had brought some 105 mmiguns into
action; they were firing at what appeared to be a heavy con-’
créte emplacement stop the high ground, near whét was deemed

to be the center of the enemy position.

RATF realized at once the seriocusness of the situation, The

ground betwesn his force and Hill 20 which was now being inter-:
dicted by the enemy fire was Ianﬂinﬁ Zone W, where the Dlvlsionwfﬁ
l‘al Artillery snd obher Divisional unit gliders were due %o ap.

rive at 2200, The hour was now about 1700 and if the glider - .

1andlnﬂs were to be achieved without undue loss, he had five

hours {he figured) in which o clear the Germans from the hizn

| to ‘the nor th.

road toward the high ground, moving through the 8th Infantry

deployment. The Platoon was to be accompanied by one armoré&j-f:n

car; one platoon of tanks (with infantrymen riding the taﬁks) ?;i*

atand fast 88 g reaerva.
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full company of tanks with supporting infantry, with instruc-

heavy anti-tank fire and set ablaze; most members of the crews .

hill and thqt ha was fear“ul the fields and road to south of

Cannon Company. The guns opened some minutes before the at-

tack began and were fired so vigorously that they were almost

unﬁertaklng At 1930, having reorganized, he sent forward a

tlons to move off leftward eway from the main road, and using  -, Ji
the cover of the hedgarowg; attenpt to move cross-fields so as

to take the enemy in flank.

This attenpt was equally unavalling. The two lead tanks, hav~ "

ing turned left and proceeded through two fields, were hit by

were either killed or wounded. The remaining tanks, whiah wer§;,~
following élong; came to a halt behind the first convenlent = -,
hedgerow, RAFF went farwarﬁ to survey the damage; the camr.g' f““
manaér on the snof"cAPT'cnaWFoRn told hin that he was con-

vinced there were ﬂevaral anti-tank guns-nrobably 8Eg~—on the_'ﬂ

| - 3 - _:

out of ammunition by the time the column got in motion. The ;E
armored car proceeded cnly 300 yards; then 1t was hit dead-on ";":;
by an 88 shell fired from H1ll 20; the shell did not explode 'é
and the car's occupants escaped serious injury; but the car  §
was knocked back many vards so that it collldad with the lead #
fank and stripped a track from it. That enéed the advance for  -é
the tine being. The demonstration convinced RAFT that he had .E
undarestimated the enemy strength on Hill 00 and the small f?
force which he had launched initially was not equal to the ;E
g




the hiil had beeh well mined, By this time,'é'cpnsiderable
‘body of the Sth Infantry had come up to the LES FORGES area.
RAFF besought the Regimental demander'to support'tne attack . -
by advancing hie rifle companies toward the enemy left flank

while he (RAFF) tried to ‘et the tanks forward around the

enemy right. His request was turned down, the Commander agree~ﬁ"

Cing oﬁly to support the attack with his Caennon Compeny, and
reminding RAFT that it was not the mission of the 8th Infantry

to get the ralieving column forward to 824 Division,

So RAFT tried to move agaln with his tanks and his 90 infantry~

men. Tine was passing and he realized that 1t would be the N
clasest kind of. thing, if he were to bring Hill 20 under con-
trol before the glidars oamﬁ in, At 2100 the tanks had moved
forward 6he rnore hedgerow and the force was again in mcﬁion .
with about ons hour to go-—as RAFF cdaleulated it. From this
new vantage point, the tavkq had a falrly clear field of flre
acrogs Landlng Zone‘w and RAFY thought that. this would becn ﬁame
| help in getting hig infantry forward. A.verf few minutes |
passed. Then an officar standing- beside RAFF polnted skyn‘

- ward, RAFF looked; ab approximately 1500 feet, heading aireot-

1y for Landing Zone W was a serial 6f approxlmately 60 ¢ ~h?s '

towing gliaers; they,were coming.in one hour ahead\of scnedule;;

- The troop oarriars released the g]*dera directly above the
'enamy_poaltion.. Watchlng thls specfaele, it seemed to RAFF

that Quita snﬂden1y_a11 Qf H;ll zo,seamsu tc_break.aut_with
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_fife. He could hear riflaé, machine guna and Schmeissers going.f:
and hé could seé'that the artillery pieces, too, were belng |
turned against the gliders and the C-478 . A few of The piloﬁs':
veered aff; sensing that scméthing had géne radically Wrong':‘-'
down below; some of these craft came down in the LES FGRGES

area, lending within the 8th Infentry lines. Those which had

cut loose at thexappointed_place,and.tried to come to earth
within Landing Zone W were crash-~landed for'the moet part; ;

- some which had escaped the fire came to grief because of £ne
anti-glider poles which the enemy had systvemstically planted
over the chosen fields. One glider landed right next the_enemy x:-
emplacement‘on Hill 20. Another came down beside RAFF*Slstill
burning-tapks; its occupants contrived to escape heforGthe”

glider, too, went up in flames.*

Darkness was near at hand and there was no longer any polnt

1in pressing an immediate attack mgainst Hill 20. Reports weré.li@_

coming to-RaFF'ffom-a;l sides about the glidat casualt;es;_hé |

had ‘seen a fow himself—s Horsa pllot lying im a ditch, nis‘jg"""

lég shattersd; and beSida him his group of passeﬁgers BQ badly_; f?

- stunned that they seered not to know what Was aoing on. RAFE: ‘;

directed one of his subordinates to collect.and'aasemble near-: i?

the IES FORGES orcsarbéds all men and officers of the Division;Q
*Said RAFFi_wTﬁe=differancé between the Horsa and the CGLA -

during these orash landings was gquite visible to the naked eye.

The Horsa seemed to fall apart, breaking into many pieces, The'
Tramework of the CGLA remained more or less intamet.® =~ = =
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including the glider pilots,

He hoped that he would have enough strength by morning light -

to clear a way through Hill 20 and he did not intend to rensw

the attack until then.
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WITIIN THE PERIMETER

In the tw111£ht of I Day, the men covering STBE MFRE BGLISE
along ths nortn and northeast saw a great number of D1v1310n'
-gliders come in and attempt to make landings well out beyond
the American lines; this was another serial out of the same
formation which had partly come to grief around Hill 20, whils
COL RAFF lcoked on. But these C~47a and their charges wers

" headed for a more northerly Ianding Zone embracling fiselds Whlch
would presumably have beea cleared of enemy fcreese had GOL |
VANDERVOORT 'S Battalion continued on to WEUVILLE AU PLAIN and
nade a successful stand there. But the ghrinking of the po~:

sition—under the oclrcunstances hcretofcre described—1Ilaft tha

gliders quite vulnerable to tnose eney f roups which had aither  |
held .ground to northeast of STE MERE BGLISE or were now gather-

ing along the northern fringes of the commnity to renew the

agsault. Company D, whielh was deployed along,the northern are, L

was alraaﬂy feallng the sllght pressure of distant enemy fire,
presumably fram the enemy column which had continued coming
south from NEUVILIE AU PLAIH. All told, TURNBULL and his men

had contained this prossure for somewhat nmré than aine hours

before their forced withdrawal; it was just a short time before .
the gliders oame in that Company D noticed & plck-up of nostile -

fire along the northern front, The tining of these events com-

pounded the difficultles of the glider force.

Three gliders landeawrelativa;y cloée-ta-th@'AMeridan_lines;'1 o




their occupants were at once succored by patrols sent out from

- Company D. Others were brought down by enemy Tire from along -

the hedgerows to the northeaatWardj still others crash-landed
into the hedgerow embankments or among the anti-glider poles

in these same rislds, with heavy loss to thelr human cargo;

yet other members of the serial swung over toward the Drop-

Zone, where 505t naa'landed that morning, and caie to earti -
among the hedgerows there where the fire was little or no

hazard.

This misfortune elsewhere in the Division had at least the

-good effect of easing the supnply situauion'W1thin the STE MERE
 ECLISE perimeter. By biat hour, all hands had become innured

to the need for constant-patrulling.' In fact, small detach~

" nmsnts of the'enemy‘had been aon numeroué in the general vicinity'7

throughout the day that the runner service between STE MIZRE.

EGLISE and the Regimental CP at the Lrop Zone was maintained

-in & series of natrol actions, the rumner going out wita stara;iili;

riflemen as escort, Wisn bad foriune overtodk the gliders, the
STE MERE EGLISE- defcndars laokeu upon tie situation 51mhly as -

one more prcb"em to be solved by uhe use of ratrols.

They realized that since it was likely that uuch of the glider
persbnnéllwould he incapacitated; the glider suprly carzo wbuld£  
remain'untouﬂhad and‘mignt'falltinto enéhy hands unless théy

aid somgtning about it.* Some part of this work was done by .

‘-*This.was‘the_explanatibn'of;the twq-Battalion dnmmandersi L
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Company D, but the 1licn's ghare of it fell to L& men from

Company ¥, who, with a large nunber of 10lst Division men

{strays) attached, nrocseded to s*Suematlcqlly comb the f181d8,7l f%f

succor the orews and ealvage the cargo, a task which kept thewn'
engaged wntil well wmest midnight. The Company pub down local
oprosition lar@ely-with tie use of BAks; the glider men who
wefe still sound weie sont’on their vay to their assignéd'miéf”
sions; the wounded and orinpled were mads as GQﬂfOTtubiP asf

possible; the walking~wounded jolned the Company and helped

out in the work. Tas ien hacxed and smashed their way into

the tW1staa qllders and iovariaknly found that the supply in-

-side~4food,_a1 wunition, cormunications 9qh¢pmadb jeers, 57

AT suns, enzlnserin: suyply, etc.-was in parlect conditioll., -

AlL OaTQOIWﬂS shifted baclk +o within the defenslve perimeter

88 Quickl" ag DO%ﬁihlE; the copand became nartly ooblle with - o
the =14 of the ieems aud the roessssion of the 57 AT guas gaveQ;

it o brace againet the appearance of eneny arucr. The only

supply difficulty-—weter shorﬂagenwdid not beoome acute until

‘the second day snd was due alto'atnar to upe (atlaze wrought

- by eneny artillery-on'bne town water sysuemd It caumeﬂ ext;a 'f

Jhardghin fo the wounded,

i

Throughout the first phase of NLPIUNE one of the inordinate

handicaps on £2d Division opsration—eflecting that Division =

far more seriotsly thaw uny other Division in the MEPTUNE

 0P¢ration;;was_that-thé abie;bodiad h&ﬂ tQ.watch thelr woundgd




suffer. In'all other dilvisicong--even in 10lat-—evacuablon

to the 1sTs vie the Beaches got underway on D Day morning or

at worst, by lste afterncon. DBut 82d Division was too far in-

1

land for that. Three days were to pass before it could get

- any medical reliel throwgh the arrival of the column from
UTAH BEACH. lieanwhile, -all elemeats of Diviaion had to care'_   ?'
for their own wounded under the cnnditions norral to a jump
atteck—shortage of modleal supply and alweys a loﬁs of &
certain ﬂércenﬁage of skilled medical personnel. Eany'diéﬂ:h;:T

who might have been saved bad the situation been otherwise.

KRHUSE Telt thisg was true of hls asituation at STE MERE EGLISEwﬁ o
that nen were dying wao could have Lesa saved with an earlier &
'avacuatian and better cars. 4nd he realized tnaf‘hig man'kﬁew_:r
it and that it multiplied the mental hazerd. The aid station
.&tjsTE_MERE BGLISE was toking care only of the wounded hit'in; _ 
defense of bthe town; tiere was an ald station on tha_ﬁrop'anéll?

wilch was administering to jump casualiies. Yet by the end of -

D Day, there were about 130 men hospitalized in STE MERE EQLISE.

Host were suffering from fragmentation wounds of ore sort or

- 'anothar*"arﬁillerﬁ,'MQrtar, hand grenade,'rirle'grénéde,- mdtr 
. more than 6 or 7 ren hed besn hit by bullets. XRAUSE had re-
Qéived a bullet in his left thizh at 1700--his thi:d'wound'of;fT

the day. The medics_made:him'gp to the hdsﬁital,“ﬁe spent ons’

day there, the conusnd Tessing to VAT WILLIAM H. HAGAN, III, -
Whils HRAUEE;Waﬁfkéﬁﬁ;iﬁfdrmﬂﬁ at his,bédéide or'the'PTOEfaﬁﬂ‘;

of ‘the aotions <




Lying on a pallet and waiting until he was clear of shock,
he reflected on the Tact that the snirits of the men had seamedﬂﬁg

to be s0 much higher than his own, and he wondered why., Ib was

thought that gave & nunber of other companders pause during_tneu

STE MERE BOLIOE action; the men never seemed to doubt for a'

moment that they would hold the town; the comuanders themselvBQH‘c

were frequsntly weset by the'gravest worry. Thinking of thaéé_5
ohliquelyr contrasting attitudes some tinme later, VANDSE IRVOORT -
epitonised the reasons for £ha difference in uha viewpoint 01

corimand and of tho commanded during an onerabjon of semi-~ seize

-character. 1lis words: ™The only Sipal Judges of the true.

situation are the nen out on the line.*

The Gomuandara within STE MZRS EGLISE could hear fire from

all quadrants of the perimeter. From their intérior poSitidﬁf i?
it gave them an exaggerated féelihgi hat'pressuré wﬂé'oamiﬁg ‘1 3
agalnst them simultaneously from all aidés.'-mhe men, hawévpr, ff
knew in deﬂail wha't was coming against them and they saw noth-f.

ing which;they'knew,they coula‘not.nandle.
The neasure . of tha dangser was nOb to he found at the CP but ¢n '
What was happenlné around the roadblocks. |

*Thesa_are not'gratuitous cbservaticns by the HO. Thers was
a declided. contrast in the estimates made by KRAUSE and VANDER~- -

. VOORT (the'former'espacially) of the pressure against STE MERE -

EGLISE and what the men hal to say. The HO called this fact to
the attention of the two. Conmanders who thereon_went over Gthe .

data and eame to the canclahlon here outlined.

Most off the materisl dn this chapter is to be found in thé-

- KRAUSE and VAIDERVOORT . in ervievs, however, company critigues

were held of Comvanies D and E and whats1s. seid of tne ccnpany
actions is laroalg the testlmcn" Df bhe man.‘,:;‘ L -
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It remained for an impartial witness to pass an umwitting
Judgment -on the contrest in these two points of view. Thé

Mayor of STE MERE BGLISE had witnéssed the fightlthroughout

the day from a position within the town. He had been there in .
mid-afternoon when COL ﬁRAUuu»mbecoming suddénly aware that

he was getting fire from within his own lines—had sent his

‘men an another prowl of the houses and had'draggéd-fdrtn a

half-3ozen snipers WHO-héd been missed in the first'mopuuﬁ,
Perhaps he had also felt the danger come closer when at 1730

artillery fire hegan to range in on the Battalions' CF, thus

,,beginning-an interimittent shelling which lasted throughout

- the night. And he made 1t of record that he was on hand when =~ |

at about 2100, the enemy made his last infantry thrust from:;
the south-—an attempt that the men out on the line described

as "hardly more than a strong patroi action.™

In a letter which ls remarkable for its simplicity and.depth -

Oflfeeling, the Mﬁydr sxrressed to COL TITAN some thrae‘weeks-""

later his reaction to the babtle and to the gpirit of the men .

who had carried it.

"On the e?eninﬂ of June 6," he wrote SHfon the ditch where

I had: taken cover I heard the htattle draw:nn closer to us.

- The GormanSJGame_baqk as far_au the OutSFlItS of the town.

There Was'hand—tohhand'fighting. In.the mornlnb I had heard“
paratroopers say: "We are attaéki 23 the forces coming by sea

will bﬁ hera in-siﬁ hours.' In the evening, however, hey stlla'




awalted reinforcesients. ¢ne of your men told me: 'The Sea

was t0o rough.' The womoen of the town oried and prayesd.

thon't leave usi' I heard them say to the men. One of the

paratroopers repliad with a snile and a laugh: "We will never -

leave you. We are staying right herse,?w*

*This letter, wiich was kept in COL IIMAI'S file, was
conied verbatim. - - _

-l
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MIE ROADBLOCK ACTTONS

The thrust from the north which IT TURNETIL'S nen had held back - .

SR

for so long a time, and which seemed to be coning on agelnst thea;i .

perimefer at about the tiwe the gliders came in through the

twilight, developed slowly and raggedly during the hours of dark-

ness, It was badly reconnoitered and the eneuy appeared to be

greatly uncertsin, as if proceeding witiout any well-laid Flan-*_-fﬂ}

Close coutact was first felt by Company D's First Platoon,'which : ]Q

under 1ST LT THOIAS MC CLEAN was holding ground forward of the

ﬁorthéast roadblock. At abouby 2300 this group bezan to draw

small arms fire in moderate volume. IO CLEAN moved his BARs fow5;,;~

ward one fileld and theJ rebur ned this flre at a rangs of about

150 yards,

The effect seems t0 have been to roll the advance off MO CIEAN'S L

left shoulder snd turn 1t toward the tlocks covering the roads  _(

dlrectly to the westward; as HC CLZAK'S platoon held their
ground throuzhout the nipht, continuing to drew some randon

fire, but always frbm the left front.

The blocks were Well-ready for the test,., CAPT Di LOKG, Com-~

mander af Gampany H, had personallv supervissd the flnal orran-5f'

-ization of all of the blocka, taking this chore aff RRAUuE*S
-Ahandsu‘ Strength hgd built up steadlly ﬂurinﬂ the day, at 0300,5
't_hat maming = LOI&G-had‘had’ only L riflenen, one morsar, on'a_‘

o *Thla was VANDLHVGO T'S astlmate of it'aﬁ reported in his
1nterview. L _ _ . ‘ _ _




machine gun, one bazooka and 18 mines ready for installation

in his own Company sector; by noon this force bhad swelled

to 6 officers, 74 men, 5 tazookes, 2 grenads launchers, 3

machine guns, 4 BARs and two mortars; there were corresponﬂing'_.jf;

gains in the other sectors; and still, because of the spread

of the area to be defended, the line was pretty thin.

The day hsd passed in relative quiet for the men at the blccks;;.:Lg

they saw no eneny forces close un and they had little or no

chance to use their rifles. A shoxrt wiile after dark, the

first attack fell on the block facing toward NEUYILIE AU FLAIN., . . °

The enemy skirmishers came. on ratier stupidliy and cobvicusly.

.They opened a meeline gun against the ground where ths block

was set up and supported it with a scatiering rifie fire; then _N_'

fter shooting a few rifle grénadéa, thelr individuals cans
crawling along the hedgevows and ditchea on both sides of tie
maiﬁ_road. The Americans answered with small arus fire, gre-
nades anﬁ.ﬁaZOOkaag_ﬁut couldn't tell in the darkness whether o

they were pickihg any of tha skirmiaharﬂ dff; It had looked o

‘from the beginning as if the enemy had simply hlundered‘into'{ 

the bloeck. They had walked almost to the'minefield; ST $EONAHD
HODGES had éaen'tham coming down the widdle of the road and - ;H
Gduldn?t believe that Germana,Wdulﬂ act‘that way; finslly, ne;fl_
had‘yelléa to'them”ﬁthalt; and they had théreon'ﬁcattéred'toi' |
the ditches wnd stﬁrtsd firing,"Begﬁn'thus uncertainly, the.

first foray ended in the saue manner; before HODGES knew whether

SIS
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his fire was having any effect, the Germans began. baoking

e by

.away; they then tr;ed to circle around the rlght of the blosk;.{;;

‘the exchange of fire, howsver, had given them a clearer def-

-I"Y ""J'l

inition of the American position and the ground ground BCDAT
and his men hecame very hot; gradually the enemy group worked
rightward to within 100 yards of the block, set up three ma-

£

chine guns in a diteh and laid down a fairly heavy screen of

fire—ri08t of Whiéh was abaorbed by the Ledgerow embankment.

HODGES took two men with him, crawled alony the ditch on the . 7

opposite side of the road, got to within 40 yards of the Ger-__ff

man position and whiepersd to the others: "Let ‘em have A

Together, the men threw sbout 30 sreasdes—Iragnentation, white';

phosphorus and gaamon. Althouzh a few grenades came back at .

them in renly from the eneny.group, the gudden atuack had donp_f:

the attack on PODGE st hlock and Lhe Gexmaﬁs then moved rigntfzf‘

ward (ﬂway from HODGES' left). The skirplsiing haé gone on

more than four hours; HCODGES hadn‘t loat.a_man,

§ SOT HARRY YACHECHAT wes in- charre of the block to the left-

'-soft qnot YHGPTCZAK oonldn‘t 2ee t“em at fixst but his men.

began o hear and Teel rifle ard meok ina nigtol fire coming at

‘them from abcut 200 yards ranae; Ygg pLAKgS forward machine f
aun’ fired back”“abmut o hﬁlt“.' Thei u Gersan £leld piece B

.opened rire on. the blook_axd L“a Pirat round lan&e& square on

. #7 &i
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the forward gun position, kiliing both uen and blowing the

15 men were deployed. he had bslauced his force this way on

purpose, feeling that it meant greater all-around securlty.

But the destruction of the forward gun nmeant that & 150-yard . ..

gap existed in the Amariean'rorward 1in9 and the eneny could

block. He declded theb this wes a not-too-bad situation and =

that it would be better to hagerd 1t than to send anotnnr gun ;"'

forward and risk thet bthe enemy would range in on it. 4Also,

he was bothéreq beceusa he ﬁaﬁ nea'd an Amerlcan achine gun

(?Ossibly the gun left by TURNPUIL at PETVILLg) firlng out front
“and he thought for a'féw minutos chat it ﬂl*ﬂt ‘ba an Amerixaﬂ
'gun erew who were Gonfuaéﬂ abouu their dlresetion. 8o he re~ f
na ined where he was, do**” nething, and tﬁe enemJ QTOHP cams

hrouga the gam, Tt is nrobakle “hat Lhey were maﬂe unmary by

- their too sany. sucucpa over Lhe zun and ths lacﬁ of any furthur:;f

fife. The nicht was Light and the field Was verj Praen,~ As_fi"i

Lhey streampd acrcss uhe field YhOP“”HAh coalﬂ neasure théir‘:
bulk, and from *he moon glint, juﬂae the shage of their halmets'
He yelled to his men tnat they ware Germans, all alcng +he bloc
tney opened fire w1bh all W?&fﬁﬂm, the Gar:ans fell baak irw'._
Stantly, but Guxte a few of thei“ nuwber had faller 1n the rialc
‘YACHFGLAh'b fen dl& nc 'o-back to the hedgerow whare the forw~

ward gun nad bean. They yie¢aeﬁ that much ground—wthe onlv :1“

“he-

weapon aparbt. YACIWCHAY did a YLoh of guick figuring. The gun -

P

had been covoring bthe hedgerdw to the front of where his othaﬁ '-§*

i@
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close to within one hedgerow distance of the remainder of the -




ground ylelded ot SIF [EIF MGLISE Juring D Night--but the,

_eneny could nut maintain hicaself t ere, DD LOUG came oub in

the morninf to IOOn for his neu, reconnoitered first the lina*7

Where the forward gun had been, found the dGSUrayad gun and

became alarmed that his line was broken; later he found YACHE-
CHAK and the others taking it easy in their rearward Iﬂﬁitlﬁn

right next the houses; tuey ware laughln% at him.

DE LONG hed baliEVEd that the reél dénaﬁr would come at the

block facing westward; that was nov tihe case, thoush ab taat

B
3

point occurred one of tae morse star’y ling events of the nignt,; ; r
An Amerlcan jeep, ¢0adad with arnunition and driving hell-bent
out of STE MERE EGLISE, tore down on tha minefield before any=- ff
one at the block could flag it. nea umrunitinn men and -
the car blew up bopﬂtuﬁr in a terrific blaat. ho part of any
oecupant was ever Tourd and She number and nanes of the victlms
remsinad unknown. Gerian s n¢ﬂer- alongz thie portion of front
gt -_tfied to take lmediate advaantage of Lha confuzion and I LONE’S
- CF, ébout 50 yards Irom the blocm, caiie under a sudden: aad
intense small aris Iire. LT LARVDY J. JIECILR of Conpany H,
took a detail_om two.men out to a mins;field S05e aiatance béQ%“
youd the\soena-of the explosion. Woriiiy under fire, tnéy ,
collected a nunber of ﬁhe'minaa; brougat them back and re-
eatabllshed hhﬁ cTcgenmn fizid., .”Lgs feat won dIEGLLR the
DsC.

Having mads his fﬂw.halr—hbdftsa ahq unsu@céﬁsfullpasées ot
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to the right of the ICHTEBOIRG road, the enemy for a time
recoiled and then at ahout 0400—just as the light began to
break—renewed his attack against LT MC OLEAL'S position to
northeast of the towa. Havine reinforced his platoon with

S0me of the glider man; MG CLEAIT now had a btotal strength of

55 and was in a fair »osition bto deal with the atbeupt. The
three machine suns and one 60 mn mortay within his pesition |
ware put into operatioﬁ imﬂediatelv, One of the nachine ?uﬂaam
in advanced groﬁnﬁ on KG ¢ Ttu‘“ left-~felt presaure from
enemy flankers and therefo*e withdrew almost tg the rifle line,
¥C CLEAN was confident that his right was in good shape and so
he switebed the muohine &un which had covered. that flank ovar
to his left to meet the rising pressure; iL checked the enemy

advance for the time beinz., The Tire rfizht contirued until

~ about 0800; there was a short breather then bécause_the_enemy'.

© did not come on and MC CLEAI was beginning to run out of am-

munition, The men were well covered in the ditoies and be-
hind the embaniments and had maiutained themselves without '

taking much loss,

The perimeter had not teen dented at any point; the enemy, how- RRTEERS 111

ever, was not yat fully beaten; beth sides wers making ready

for the last arip.
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THE LINK-UP

The hours betwesn 0400 and 0900 on D PIUS ONZ (7 June) weze -
the most anxious period for 82d Division of the entirve Normandy
campaign. No word had yet come from the outside; the Divisionjf R

was still without knowledge of what was maturing to ‘the southj:.:‘

of Hill 20, Durine the night the situabion along the MERDERET 
had shown no‘ﬁeneral improvemsnt and while a solid lodgamﬁnﬁ;
had been gained at CHEF DU FONT the eneny pressure againgt tne
east end of the TA FIERE orossing continued unremitting; now i

it began to appear that fresh and unmeasured forces were

gathering to strive the Division from the morth at STE MEPE = . ° 0

EGLISE. These siﬂnﬁw_amonm‘otﬁer things, a build—uv of artil—
lexy fire_againat the D*v1aion 0P area from the direction of -

the NONTDROURG road—were fullJ d;aLLrbing to the command and

‘resulted in the shiftiﬂg of the greater nart of the strength

of one regiment—S506th-—rrom the IERDERIT to the STHE MERE

- EGLISE hortion of the Divisior front. {Ses account of the

MERDERET sotions Por further detaiis.) In the absence of any

pos¢tive infonnaticn as to ‘what wag ocourring outslda GEN

RIDGWAY continued to be concerned most of.all_for the security.

of the position ab the town.

LT COL WINTON, who had talked to MAJ GEI BARTON at kth Division -
OP at midnight, cot back to szd'cr at 0600 and bold what he

kpnew. Still, he was refortin& the ﬁituatlon as BARTGN d&ﬂ

understood it o bu at £AOO that naws was -now 8 hours cold andf

1f'5l —§.:
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in the lntervening period, 324 bivisibn had heard nothing:

from the fast &olusn which was sﬁppdsed to be moving tgward

it from the south. At 0929 on 7 June, Division ieceivad this-..t '

message from its rear echelon in Engiand: "No info on'YOUT

~locations. All headquarters deeply oconcerned.® It was a

slightly grim irony, At that hour the 824 was embattled all

along the line and its worry was not that higher headquérters'

were hearing nothing of its own movements but that it was

hsaring nothing from them.

The intelligence brought by WIKTON did, however, influence
the situatiqn and rovements to south of,STE MERE EGLISE and
of Hill 20 where coﬂsiderable-ahanges had dccurred in the

early norning hours., For one thing, the g8th Infanbtry hed

been stralzhtensd out; CCL RAFF had talked to GEN BARTOH‘late'J
on the nigat before and the latter haﬂ directed that his ele-

ments cooperate fully in cledring tbe ground south of STE MERE
EGLISH, BARTCH had al 0 been aslked to pravent ~if possible,

the landiné of further glider-serialg on Landing Zone W until

the high ground was claared the 325th Glider Infantry béing f_ ;

due to arrlve earjy in the morning of D PEUS ONE RAFF was
then asked by BARTON to employ hlq force~on-the left durlng
the morning attack and advance tc the top of Hill 20, while

8th Infantry carried the buruan of tne ahtack on right of the o

main road.*‘Tne.llne set up for the night.ﬂafansive POS;tlcn. n‘ :

. %Moot of thess details wewve provided by RAPF in his initiel




. had been accommodated to this plan, RATF holding the 1lsft with
his tanks and abdut 200 men while a Battalion of the 8th In-

Tanty held the right; when the attack was ready o jumpwoff,

however, two nllboona of CAPT CRAWFORD'S tanka had moved over
.to'sugpnrt the forces on the rizht and one platoon remained “;ffﬁgm
with RAFF'S goratol force. By that time the 325th ¢lider In-.

- fentry had landed and was already collecting its forees. . (ﬁééf

e R

i A e

"Abttaclk Throuch the Fordh for details,) Bone of this Re&lﬂent s

nlanes cams Adown in the . nowman 8. 1and between ths two forces;

——

but either the (Germans on the Hill were not suff"nlentTy aiertw ".‘
ed or there hed been some further deterioration of their po- |
gition during the nlant 325th sufifered very few ]oqses from
enemy gunfires, The Ereater number of the planes landed in the :f

fields closer to the IES FORGES crosaroads mnd along a general B S

line to the eastﬁard of‘tnis poéition, gtrung along all the |
way back to the beaches; 80 landing, they were out of the_range"f   
of‘enemy fire. After.releasing the zlidors, however, some of
the C-47 5 rlew directly into bhe teeth of the posi‘tion on .
Hill 20; tle enemy opered fire with all . infantry‘weapons and

at least one antlmtanf gun; two of the C- h?as exploded and

burnsd Just above Hlll 20 as the foross of tha Amerloun attack

watohed and waited on thelr line or departura¢*

interview. They-war@ cneoheﬂ with H BARWOL during an iate
view in Paris oa 27 Anguqt 1944 ang were gsubsequently. checkud
agalnbt hth Division records Wlﬁﬂ Im GOL'WI&LIAM Gﬁfxﬁ

' Prom the R.lk,.ﬂ"’*I 1nt@rv1ew.

:ﬁﬂéj53ff;-:A y




The attack jumped oif at 0900, With the additional support of - . i

one Battalion moving from ECOWENZAUVILIE toward STE MARM RGLISE -

the &th Infanpry produced an envslopment of the eneny right on_'

Hill 20. By 1030 the advance had reached the high ground anﬂ;'

eneny resistance to south of STE MERE EGLISE no longer hed any L
base though sniper sotivity contimued. RAFF in the meantime '
had received information from CGQL IEWIS of 325th‘that-in.view‘

of 82a's rapldly fiuxing sltuatlon--the gfowing certain+Y'tha+-53'J

3

ot
)
1

!r | STE MERD ECLISE would be beld and the rapldly nounting doubts
;

about the situation alons tha MERDERET--his 1nutructions woulq¢3 '
nrobably be changed by &R RIDGﬁA?} When by mid-morning it ap#'_‘
peared that the situation at Till 20 was coming under coutrol. -
and there would be no further serious difficulty iia schioving

the link-up between the Sth Infentry and the STB MERE ECLISE
defenﬂers; he was Qr&a red by ?ivis;on to W1thd W all of the
tanks and procesd via CHEF DU PCKT to the vieinity of 82d CP;

GEN BARTOHﬂagreéd to.thia-sh £4, The column went on ité,way'

and within an hour or so 325th Régiment was noving in the

e

same general dirsctlon.*®

Within STE MERE EGLISE, .the‘éitﬁat*on had sgain. cooled by tnat*f{
hour and the enemy earlv mor ning attaca agalnst the northern o
sector had faded shortly after 0900,'Wﬂen the eoond Platoan Ei; 
of CQmpany D ‘came up to rei aforce ‘Pirst Platoon and 1T, MC GLh~ﬂﬁ
Amsn reoeived & plantiful re~°upp1“ of amnunition. Tnere waa no-

' *Prom the RAF“ and WIENE“KE 1nterviaws suppnrted byf52d 1“'
“G-3 Journal and BEch G-2 Journal.q.ﬂr. B JUR PR




real aotivity on thié Fround curing the remaindar‘of the'mﬂfn—'
ing.* But once again, the Germans had been rebuffed along -

thg right flank of the northern sector only to have anothes
stab at the left, next the MONTEBOURG foéd. At about 0920,
following a-pragarato“y artillsry fire fram directly north

of the town, the Cerman infa“try attacked st vaight down the
road, coming along the hedgerows and ditches, and foliﬂwaﬂ
clossly by tnéir oWl Canion. Tné foot troops got into the |
buildings in the northern outskirts anﬁ'oné self~propalled gﬁn'
was brovght forward as far as Seeohd.Battalioh's ¢P, which was
1h this sector, Th@ gun Went-into action there and, firing '
straight down the road, drove off the crew of the 57 mm gun
covering the MONIE EBOURG road. VAIDERTOCKT then saw ons of his

own prlvates run out ,_bake over the 57 guh, return the fire and:

destroy the 57 mun. That incident maried the nigh tide Of'theu-”.

enemy advance axd also 1ts recession, The German infantry

Taded bacl,**
.*As tho eneny fire ﬁw1ndlad. a Gerran nodical officer camw

Porward uader a white £lag to ask 180 TT WAVERLY W. WRAY for.
permission to carry out the wounded. GUT CHARLIS SWAN saw the

conferenos and thowzht that 1t might be a ruse to cover a with- f\’

drawal. Ho worited ils way forward along a hsdgercw on the lett”
Tlank and saw the Gerian iatfantry quittl g their foxholes ang
retiring alons the ditehes. He was cldss cnough to mow them
down with his tommy sun (being about only 30 yardk away) but
he looked back and saw that the whlte flag wae up and so: he
‘ooncludea that lie had better not fires

*Agoording to VANDERVOORT, the perimeter position,was never.

con51darad as a whole and the troops distributed proportlonataly_
mececording to the ground. The relationahip: of the hedzercw lines -
running toward the town and their. Juxtaposztion to nhe highways, ..

ato., made any such Jdletribution imposesible. In some plavces

troops were. stretehad thia over critical ground within the pe~ - )

rimeter and at other places they were conaentrated noxra than

was needed ., It_was in other words, a nam$r;cal dlSLIlLLtion T

- o ey : .
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~ such heavy artiller fire on approachlng the-town from the

gouth thet it had swungz around SW? MERE BOLISE on the eastward

and had then come into 824's ground from a northeasterly diraq-f‘-fif

tion., The Commander hgﬂ then mbved-the Battalion somswhat to

west of the LIONIGBOURG road and of the ground held by VANDER-

VOORT'S Battalion of 505. gince it had previously been dirSGteﬂ:f"‘

that for the edvance northward towerd NEUVILIZ AU FLATH the
MONTEBOURG -road would be the boundary Of the two Divisions,
with Ath DiVisiom on the'right, the local situation_Was thus
temporarily scrambled; Second Battalion-of the 8th Infantry
was moving to tha attack through Ad's sector and a portilon of
VAﬁDERVQORT'S commandmwuc'CEE&NfS‘piatccn-was to ope:ate‘in

4Lth Division's sector. e \_ -

During the last hﬂif-hour of'preﬂaration, taere hed been an

intenue builé-up of enamy artillery fire. against the town,

cauged, perhars by the fact that the enemy had seen the Amer1~ |
can armor mnvxng up. This appaaranoe hed been & amewhat vaiouuf:???ﬁ
Force HCWEIL, which had been under CoL BAFR, had'érrived at tpeh=:“°f
g2d CP around'nocntime-ana-six of the Shermans from Coupany 0’ :; o
7hé6th Tank Battalion;'wmre‘now‘moving'east from the P area to -
give the infantrv'aﬁtaek Glosa~un‘@UﬂpQrt; Almost'coinciding3 ];5r[;
with, or perﬂaps sllrhtly precading tnls movemﬁnt a task force-;ii;
composed of Ccmﬂany B, ths assaalt gun. rlatoon and three tanksiui“ﬁ*

-from.?eadquartera of the saue Batuallon (74L6th) arrived at the

contral 1ntar$ection infu;43MERE EG LISE, havxng come west from 2




- REOVIILE., The advénceldf this force and its subseguent moﬁé-_j
ments had not been coordinated with tpe'attack that waa abcut' _ j
to take Dplace by the ©th and 505th elements; it was acfing norse .
of less on its'own;_reaponding to 4 oall that an arzored force”*-7
wag threatenlng STE MERE EGLISE from thé north, At the inter-
section, the armor turned north and_oontinued mpving. A9 the
force resshed higher ground a few hundred yards bayond the

center of SIT MiRI ECLIGE at the 1imits of the built-up area,

the tanks came under artillery and mertar fire and simulta.nem;s:-j'-_;’_‘.“
1y bthe crews'hawlfor the firet time e column of buumy ATHOT - :

about 300 yards away; there wore about five tanks and perhaps

' the same number of vehicles in the column; the slight riﬁe-in:'t:ﬂfi?

ground had screened the column fron view gniil.that_mumeat.
Both forces opened fire at about the same time and the leadlng
'Amerioan tank, ﬁnich'Was GOMManded by LT UOUSTON PAYIG, sucnee&Q f3
ad in knockiﬁg out an antimtank gun and setting two of the

enemy tanks afira‘béfora'exnausting 165 supply of emmunition;

by that time an enemy hit had knocked off PAVIE'S antiaircrait"i; “

gun and periscope. As he moved back, hé motioned to the second: .
tank to fire; after’lz rounds the secoud ténk's gl jamued; o

thereon, MAT YEATTS, the Battelion Exeortive and commandsr of .

the advance party, brought up the third tank and bﬁﬁan‘tc'firé;f‘nfg

Meanwnile, LT COL ¢. G. HUPFZR, the Battallon Comuander, recon- .
noitering to ths northeastward for a route by which to outflank .

~ the enemy oolumn, had found a trail leading north which gave -
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into a gocendsrer poad Lot 3-r:rfl te EE‘ET.I‘»'I};.I.E AT FLATIT, PAYIE
tonll thLs el Yol iowvest hy o Shormany Prom Company B, Come
tu u M 30 ramds ol DRUYIIIN wow? spproaching it frowm the
enst, TWMTL e g oenesy Uanl dear the villegz church. EHo
openinl Ylee oy Ll ouk gporeacl was {:iét;aeted aind his fimt'
Pour ronnde el Leo Lot cblase,  The Gerimn eolumn which had
Firsd oonyesnted PARLIDYES Caly ea the main road was now in full
Polreat, leavip, ity dioesblad puns and vc*hicles behind, CD"IPa":.V
Dta plest Flatcon sLid1 Leld to Ghe maln road, fiting at the
vahdedes Ghideh e Qow spoeding toward PEUTIZIE.*  The Second

.

and Thizd Tirioons, heoovas, bad soved cast and north to sup-
port JUL GHPVLEYG ehb-vinnling waoverent; before they could
regch the liae wiere Tavis oua one inbo aetion, the retreating
Gerian avese ot cavaaed and pe-enoaged and both of the Company
Dotaaiss nionoedde PACSG wers H16 and disabled. LT FRANK KOGUT
vot bl fascrd Platoon up o LH fveézlr:a in time to hit and ais-
able the Jdeppnn beak whdel boad mode this double score, KOGUT'S

tanis thon omobinescamniod the Dedcerows llberally to the east.

of TELCTII in sopsogeente of Shis gtrating, 25 enemy infantry-

men coans out oot oaaiblens olony the nedgerows wlth hands raised

in air.  Petesr nhe tanks aovedd into the -hamlet; they caphured
35 wore Goprans: they relessed 29 American prisorers whom the
FEIVIZIZ Poves bad beon aolding; and they interrupied the worlk:
e mpobtabloe peintiosetin in tiue of (URFER'S advance to
the Infantey aheoel do "1’” wited by Lhe fact that when the
Gm:u:r:;nn;-"‘cg-;:m' Lo, Lhe haen enroute to the LD, it came under
Antense artillery fore fpon the FLOMUBROURG road eand NEUVILLE

direum%, viieh fiie anpenrs to have ocome from Lae e.rmared
coluLin,
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of three enany anbulances wiich were hastily evacuating the

wounded fron an ald statloa in URUTIIIE.

Company B then out-rosted the vill Bge. But they held for. only

~a Tew houra. At 2100, no infaniry haw.ng come forward to tue ‘
surport of thls atvancs posiition, the Company B tenks withe -

drew to hivouse at REUVILLS,

The Infentry forces wilch lad abtacked :f‘rom
independsntly of, and perhaps a Tew minutes

initial tanlr thrust, had besn qulte unawere

arpor was flehting . a successful battls that
The Comrany P tanhs had in Tact ridden past

infantry nosition confronting STE MERE

STE MERE ECLISE,
later than this. .

that Amerisan

far up the road.

the main ensmy

E("T.,I E; the strenvth of -

this position ind been dis

anged pl-eponderanbly'to the left of -

the nain road and bhe barks hsd

rolled on pest what amounted to

~an open flank.

lafantry had nlased

-

ana i.mcl:\iz:m ietol

T 1“0

tials

wad envelowling

Tor was Lt strange that the attacking American ¥

‘maliy as so much nortar, machine gun -

the norchern fringes of_'- )

the town hy this time bliab the

for scu.'r.'cely auvthing excent the close- up hattlea

»iflemen had sizht snd hearing

(Hn:waver ,

the artillery fire had died by this time,

~whieh suggaats that Sl

HUFFER'S attack hed destroyed 1ts base )

At 1?b~—gumr-—ofi hour--the ait uation was aﬂproximtely this
The six S‘l(:'t‘lua"l L.m ta from .:qu‘F"S force oame on tﬂward Gr::mpa“lﬁ'

E Whlch lmd besn on the Lina of ?Departura for abcut 30 mjnutes, e

T80 -
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S l

" but on be,,rond the tanks to the lef% twerd of t‘lelr own pcsib.:.on EE
I |
Gomnany E could see no algns that Socond Battalmn, B5h . in- :
fantry, had completed its .daploy.ment and was ready to go; 83 :

for the situation on the Tight, it was still a blauk, MO CIBAN'S -

platoon not having returnéd Trom its niiSSion. Three of the t . 52':'--3
Shermpans steadisd short of 'Gompany E's sector and turned left

. - e
- . .- - P4

“into the zone where Secoud Battalion, 8%h Iufantry, was sup- -
4 : . A

" posed to attack; the other three moved on up to Company E's .

position; at. rirst there had been sone thought of getiing

B i

artillery supvort for the atbtack but it was reckom‘& by the
infentry comianders that the opnosing lines wers dr Wi too

close for such 'i'ive to be both sale and af"f-’eo*ive- ga the tar‘{s:

were asked to 1‘ut 10 or 12 rounds into the foragrovnd where the - - i

enemy force wad thousght to be; it was done.

Then without walting for the a;;.vpaarame..oi‘ gither the _‘Batttali.on“;_f

on the left or the Platoon on the right, GIC.JIIG.PBILY,E Jl_mlpﬂﬁ off"

with the tnrera tanls following along., Tie way led along an un—(-'

improved raaﬁ which. rlmnlng along the weﬂtsrn fringes oi‘ O
MERE EuL..LSE eubs hack somewhat tcrtuously to the mjn mad

at the nortihern sxtrepmity of the built-up a.raa. For 8 ahort
distance, a aunkan trail runs parallel and blﬂﬁe to tha mam
highway on this side of town. AS the aaen of company B Wa:arf:»ad
their way' along:-, 1t seened to them that this sun,hen roaﬂ Was
thé chief gonreo of the eneny fire. They act to. the J.ntersec—

tion or these two unirzprovad raads aithout Jlosing & ms.n, there,"

T 3 e L S
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the surrender ai tihe greater nusber of ha eneﬂj bY

they were supposad bte held. Instead,'tﬂey.found the situation
delivered wiolly into Hheirp 1aanF thelr maneuver had brought -
them in on the flqnﬁ o; the priveiple euneny body whlch waa - de—

ployed lenw & diteh paralleling the seconﬂ.rcaﬂ. The tanks

roved irmedlately to the fore so a8 to screen their own infantry &
and at the sune time eurfilade the ditech. For perhaps 10 minubse -

tanks and rifleusn poured Tire into the ditch as rapidly as they

-

1y raise up to five a shob. A& white flag was raissd snid the

¥

carnare; LT JAWHS J. COYIE, chouting at top velce, was able %o

bhrina>

“

the fire oi Liis men under control within a minuteibr
two; the Qurian fire coased; the élteh was filled with the
dead and the drlop and fronocut of the defilteded spacés,_léo
yriaauuvu--aﬁﬁf of thow woundaﬂwmcama crawlimg, or tried to

run into the fizlds, hands 1n alr.

The richt flans of tie batialion of 3th infantryuen had clored

on the Uoasany Lo bine to purt*cilate in the fi: al Staﬂe of

this aetion, Sney added their £irs to that of the 505 Qéﬂa""

though it was the feeling of the latter that the tank five hed
m@,mww'lﬂfbwwah

wrought the resal ez ecuticn. In the last
ang

along the dite h dcuanpanied Dy saveral other men, and ccvered R

by one of tha tunka.  They flred as they went 1on§, th@r°by

forelin? . nuaber o tha eleny ta scuTrJ into an oren fiald to

‘t,}jle- réar, where they ‘bg‘]_'t‘g_.".ﬁ,; ﬂf}u.v]‘] 'tllé)"l' ';‘.’E‘DS in tt)k“’l’l of SUI‘I‘SI""PJ.-

&2 e

could get 1t oub; the hlast was euch that the eneny could scarce -]

i
.1
!




COYLE was hit by a btullet Just about the tiwme the shaw was

over, A few of the enery had broten away toward the MONTEBDURG-j,?;

road as the firing begau. The Firet P;atocn MQVEG to that lins -

as ranidly as possible and built up a flre nosition along the

.abounding hadgerow, thus to-nrevent any escape by that route .

so doing, they captured the ehsmy Bdttd]lﬂﬂ eomm&nuer and shou‘ f

guite a few of the Cermans wuo*were tr“lﬁﬁ to break back toﬂ

ward NEUVILLE AU PTATH. -

On the right, MC CIZAN'S platocn reached the Line of maﬁarture
about 15 minutes after 00 pany E had Juaped off. They could
see the others on shead of tiu em and they straiqed unsycssess~
fully to oateh up.. Field by field, the left tlank kep woving
ahead of them. At last ths platoon CaNE - to g large Tleld
ringed éll‘the way around with vacated German flirs pesitions
and foxholes; MG CLEAN distributed soma'of his men among these
holes, figuring that he could use their fire to ﬁat the re- |
mainder of the platoon to the far side of the field which was
supﬁosed to ba his obfactlve line. He had hardly ccmpl@beﬂ

thede dis rositions wien Gom eny L male its coup at the ditch

'Dn left of the ‘road; Lhereon, smn¢1 Lrou*s of the pnemy, flee~

ing the firs on the lert, tried to oross iuto the Tisla on the

right. They were either shot down, taken prisoner or driven

- back to the road where they égqin capie under Company E?S.fira;'w?
MC CLEAN then moved his platoon up to the far side of the Tield

Where_the’ﬂﬁh daplbyad'briafly along the boundary diteh. Thay.




_I

sould sese groups of Germans, some of them waving v\ihite'fla.gs; :

moving around aimlessly in the fiei.da bheyond. So the men held L

their Pire and motloned the ensmy %o come on in, Altogether

about 100 prisoners were taken by MG OLEAN'S hen.,

Ta ti’m infantry all 01‘ this clos;mg action ha,d seemed rﬂdm—‘

ulously enny end they could nct uhderstand how it had ha;o- :
vened or why the .L:Lg;ht had gone Bo quddenly out of tha G"‘?iﬂ"ﬁﬂ
fores. Ilot havine seen CG" TIPTERYS tauk fome go down the
MOMIEBCURG road and thanee to ;IET 1118, they aid ‘not Lcnow tuat
it was in faot plaring C‘uﬂtpan to w:heir broom and had cnme
athwart the enemy .ine of retreat, J}TOJ:‘ cid the taul’s at II‘.m_T- g

VILIE know that their ection hed been so tined that i‘oul_lad

suited the infantry actlon exactly. . Neither force had & work-

ing 'mowled e of the otuer s plan’ a.nd i*ltent-- but the.‘ -r;anned.
enemy rrluﬂt nave seen 1t all as & carefuJ.ly—p,Lanned and sl:jJ'L-»

fully-d one euvelopnent.

In thau way Pnded the f£lz ht te captvre .;nﬂ. hold o M*m.u EGLISE_*;_-'.

That evening the Corps Goﬂmnaeydlrected that 82u Livision
-secure the lefld i‘larﬂc oi’ hth Infantry D:wismn as 1t ")J“DC{:-E'idd
‘on its swesp no:r:'bl':., clearinu the terflto y i‘,.om IT’JZ’\"”.}*E ”"‘{(}
STATION to the Bazch., The supportin» rﬁ.sslon of t.m Gm,
was aasigned o ,}051;:1 Remmnt f-emforoed by ons battalion of
325th Gl:.dar Infantry, was t:ia'vra.mxned in d@tclll by GEN GJI,J.J

the 82&'5 @leldefl't'ﬂ ware rriven a very’ narro'w sactor.

e -t n
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As of the night of D FLUS ONE, tneréfore; 824 Division's

- " ’.
i e i TR

initial assignmants were completed eas ward of the MERDERET b 1
and northward of the DOUVE end in the days which immerlia.taly B . .'?%
followed, the chief conocern of the Division would be the win-' '
ning and consolidation of the bridgehesds on the wegt.shora 1‘
of the MIRTIFET. S
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