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The mission of 82d Airborne Division was rad ica l ly  changed. 

about 15 May, 1941+, as a r e s u l t  o l  i n t e l l i geace  repor t s  ind i -  

ca t ing t h a t  f r e s h  Gerrmn forces-the 91st Infant ry  Division- 

had uoved i n t o  t h e  a r ea  wel l  t o  t h e  e a s t  of CmmuT and s o u t h  

of the  RIXQR D O W  i n  tho genera l  Q ic i i l i t y  of ST SALKfZTVR IJ3 

VICOhITE. ~ n t 3 . i  t h e  tirae when t h i s  @ddi? iond  s t r e w t h  vias 

reported i n  t h e  western ,mrt of tile C O ~ N T I R  peninsula, t h e  

Division had been assigned t o  drop west of ST BAUVBUR 

VTCOMIIlE and a f t e r  asaemb1i.ng near t h a t  town, t o  move a s  a . . 

d iv i s ion  'in R aoutbvesl; d i r e c t i o n  toward ST SAUWrTR DE PIE=- 

POXL1. Tho concept was shi!.ply t h i s :  I n  its support of t h e  

UTAH BEACI.1 landimjn and of the  lOlst Airborne Division whioh 

was holding tila causewars . f ro~n the  bnacia so  t ha t  the soaborne 

fo rces  could nmve s w i f t l y  inlriud, tbo  820 Divisioil would b look 

the  passaga of o n o w  r e i n f o r c e m a t s  moving north from the  

L%SSAY-I& HAYE DU FUITS area t o  ra lWorca  tho CIEEDOURG 

v i c i n i t y .  

But when t h e  f r e s h  Geroun d tv i s ion  took up grou.nd, t h i s  more 

a f f ec t i ve  conoentra t lon of' enemy s t r eng th  mnnde it necessary 

826 Divis ion be  dropped f a r t h e r  t o  the eastwar.d, s o  tha 

the Div i s ionfn  s t r o r s t h  would not be dissipated,  so t h a t  on 

D Day t h e  two a i rborne  divisl.ons-82d m d  l0lst-would have a 

favorable chance of cont lu1iCia t i~  t h e  seotor  extending from : 
UTAH .BEACE t o  weetrvard of 3ho IJfmrn-mT R T J R  and sa that the 

. . 



seaborne f o r c e s - p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  4 t h  I n f a n t r y  Division--ar- 

r i v i n g  v i a  UTAE B:zD:CE could prcwed, inl.snd aga ins t  a n i n b u  ' . 

enerky res is ' ta .ncs .  

When it became n e c e s s a r y  t o  modirjr t h e  o r i g i n a l  p h n ,  t h e  

ass ignments  of khe s e p a r a t e  parachute  reg immta  wi th in  C2d 

Div i s ion  w e r e  es tab l . i shed  as fo l lov!~ :  

Two of t h e  Rctgimeuts-the 507 and 508-were t o  drop west  of  

t h e  L Z ~ , D Z ~ T  RIVXR, t h e  5507 a s a w b l i n g  near  the  v i l l a g e  of 

+AXFFS3VILI,IJ and t h e  503 a snenb l ing  immediately t o  t h e  nor thwes t  ' . 
' I 

of t h e  oonlluenoe o f  t h e  D O W E  am1 Kt?,HDEItET KIVGBB. The i r  

a S S e m b l i ~ s  oompletod , t h e s e  two regifflellts were t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  

br idgeheads  aorosa  "Ghe biEX1)4i;mT, s t r i k i n g  frorn the  westward, 

s o  t l m t  t h e  seaborne f o r c e s  coming f r o n  the  eastward would 

not: be delayec? at t h a t  bawler. A t  t h e  t h e  t he  p lan  was 

conceived,  th.e l!ZFnI-WT was thought t o  be a n o t - t o o - s i ~ n i f L o a n t  

obs t ao l e .  It; was a na r rov  aljd ~ e n t l p n o v i n g  stream and though, .  

i t s  flcoE! p l a i n  wan a q u a r t e r  m1l.e 07 nore  i n  width,  t h i s  . . .  

expanse  waa not  supposed t o  prove an Snsur~qountt:bla l~andicai?,  

exoept f o r  arii?,ozoP. 

S'J!E EEW PGLJX%: it wns t o  proceed i r m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  o a p t u r e  

of t h a t  h p o r t a n t  a o r ~ u n i c a t  i o n s  c e n t e r .  

The n i s s i o n s  t h u s  ouClined i n d i c a t e  t h e  gene ra l  purpose of 



82d Division i n  OER.&TION ~ P T U l E .  With the general  mission. 

of protec t ing the  s o u f t ~ e s t  f l ank  of V I I  Corps, it was t o  

aacomplish t h i s  end by oonsolidatin3 i t s  own grouncl and bY 

mlcihg contact  w i th  L O l s t  Division a t  two points--BLOSVI~ 

t o  the  e a s t  and CIGF DU nO,W t o  the southwest. The northerr, 

l i m i t  of 82d J? iv i s ion t s  defensive zone was t o  be about on t h e  

l i n e  of fEtw.rVILm AU PZT,.X~?-GOU~ESVILU while lolst was t o  s e t  

Up i t s  defenaivo l i n e  and road blocks i n  the area of FOUCAR- I 
1 

VTUX.  Eot!,~ Civieions were t o  press with the  r i g h t  shoulder ! 1 

against  t h i s  l i n e  wbiic c l ea r ing  the  ground t o  the southward 

a s  rar a s  the  linc o r  t h e  XV!R ZICUE.  Bo%Jever, from the  

beginning, tho 82U Div3,nion was cLa r~ed  with taking the Of- 

fensive t o  t k e  weatwarti i n  t h e  d i rec t ion  of ST 3 A W m  XX 

VICOMTE and it .was intended t h a t  503, from its assembly i n  

the area  of PZCAUVIL,E,, would Rove on and destroy the  brieges 

across t h e  pOW3 south of PCBT i;'xt;R$ and north of BZUZEVIL&E 

LA I U S T T L U ,  Tile g l i d e r  infa.rrtry and glider a r t i l l e r y  were t o  

move i n  at  t h e  nost p r ~ ( c t l c a 1  hour f'ollawing t:le drop and sup- 

Port these  mi saions; 

Vith t h e  r ev i s ion  o t  the  p lan ,  the  cspture of ST3 KERB ZGLIG 

i n  the  e a r l y  hours o r  operat ion liecarm the very touchstone of 

succesa f o r  the  e n t i r e  d i v i s i o m l  undartaking. Without pas- 

sess ion of Chis r e l a t i v e l y  small Korlxrln town, the Division 

would have al.most no chanco t o  sugtain offensive operat ions 

across t h e  BIENDZlBT X v e r  ~1~x2 t n  the  westward, ST3 IJZZZ EGLIS23 

1 
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was the  most irn-jortirnt comnunications ccmter wi th in  the  area  

which was t o  be consolidated by t h e  Atuerfoan airborne forces.  

For these  reasons,  it had been mad? the  d i s t r i c t  h e a d q ~ ~ a r t e r s  . 

I 
O f  the  German Urq; t h e  t ru& cables conneot in& C:Br;BGIJI?G with r 

? 
. . 7 

CA;iElPAN and t h e  coas t a l  towns and v i l l a g e s  'of the southern 
; , 
i 

. . 
j 

end of the  C Q ~ V F ~ J  E3NIFTSULA ran through i t ;  .it was t h e  hub 

of a highway n e t ,  formed l a r g e l y  of metal surface roads,  con- 

nect ing wi th  a l l  parts of t h e  peninsula; f i n a l l y ,  the  t0wn 

i t s e l f  wae on r e l a t i v e l y  h i@ ground;' i t  was ccm~ac t ly  bu i l t  

and i t s  houses we& strong-xalled ; the, upproaches t o  it could 
& 

a l l  be p r e t t v  we l l  doninatad from the ,  ground' of the  .town 

grol~er .  Theso t h l n s s ,  an6 t h e  cer$ai!zty t h a t  82d j i v f s ion  

would h e  opera t ing on i t s  o,.m for a t  , l e a a t  24, hours loncSeT 

t - h n  1 0 l s t ,  p r e t t y  we11 f i x 4  the  s t r a t e g y  O f  the  f i r s t  c r i t i -  

oul  horns. 

If the  Division was t o  prooeocl t o  its mult9Parious assiEnrd0nts 

aria yet minimize the  r i s k  of t o t a l  deshruction i n  the event 

that tho genera l  p lan  'cent v:rorq and the link-u:, becams long 

delayed, it had t o  secure a n t r o x  defeneive baee r i g h t  a t  the 

beginning, S% mm ZGLISE wae t h e  place; the gensral aissi 

of seizina: and h a l d i q ;  t h a t  t avn  was given the 505 Regimnt. 

The Drop Zono desienatod for 5057s l a n d i w  was just  a L i t t l e  

t o  the  northwest or  tile t a r g e t ,  about a s  olose in to the  corn- 

munity as it was p r a c t i c a l  t o  s e t  i t ,  It waa probably a meas- 

ure of how v i t a l  ST33 L3IZ XGaLTm was reckoned i n  t h e  whole 
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in$ t o  t h e  glan,  would f i r n t  o s p t u r e  ax! illOg-Up t k x  town in 

d e t a i l ,  t h e n  scjt up rau8.blnolr.s to t h e  e a s t  cnd soutL of it and 

proceed t o  deraad t h o  l8asa n::ainst a11 cnerv counte r -a t tack  

until t h e  a ~ r t v t ~ l  u:L" the soc,.borne f o r c e s .  Z ' h  Regimental Dxop' 
. . 

Zone waa d i v i d a ~  i i1C0 t h r w  s e c t i o n s  so that each Bsittalioir 



could be dropped 14 tbaltlt yar'b of t h e  Drop Zone which ras 

neares t  i t s  assigned t a r g e t .  

On the  whoLe, the  Regii~errtai  fump v~ent  anooth1.y. The 'Path- 

f i n d e r s  got  t o  the  Drop Z ~ n e  30 minutes p r i o r  t o  t h e  first 

planes vrk~ich b r o u ~ h t  t h e  a s s a u l t  elements and each of the  Brit- 

t a l i o n  Pathf inder  beams succeeded i n  a t  1.sas.t a part 0% 

mission. They had been favored doubly by fort;u.ne, f o r  t h e i r  

own planes had given thelx a goo! drop and t h e r e  were no enersy 

fo rce s  an.ywhere n o r  the pro? Zone. Xitlz tl.ileae advantages, 

t hey  iverrr able t o  s e t  a? ~ a y a r a t e  cmrkass iil each US tho Eat- 

t a l i o n  eectilrs an9 they a l s o  ~ o t  a nu~il'ocr of road  beacolls 

entabl ished beforo t h e  s e r i a l s  be~cln c m i i n ! ~  ove r ,  Thare was 

t o  t h e  ground, the  jyobleln of inflividu.;~l o r i e n t a t i o n  wouM be 

t h e  Drop Zone squtirely camp-isud about; 1GOi;I  out of 2200 men. 

!toost of t h e  rerw.irrder were d i s t r i b u t a d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  and t o  

%he no r th  anfl e a s t  of these  groups. They co l leo ted  r ap id ly  

throughout Dr:r so  $!;at 'by n i z h t f a l l  ,505 aeeinent  knew t h e  

whe r~abou t s  of  nnarly a l l  oi' i ts s t rw%th .  0 t h ~ ~ '  s~ilall  group6 

whioh o o u l d  not r epo r t  d u r i n s  tiie initial &;tag0 beoauoe they 
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had dropped t o o  f a r  outside t h e  Bok;imentc;l nector  engaged t h e .  . . ' enemy i n  c o n t a t  wharever timy met him, thereby a id ing  both ' ' 

the  Regiment and lOlst nivia:ton, which Was along i t s  e a s t e m  ?I 
boundary, SurPiciont of thesg sLrays c m e  down no r th  o f  1GU-. . E 

V l Z I E  AU FLATIT t o  engage t h e  onemp with such aggressivsness 

t h a t  the  l a t t e r  became convinced t h a t  t h e  a i rborne  drop we.s 

intended t o  snlbrace T,E l@&I a i d  MO~JTI;;EOVRG.* 

LT COT. 2EsihRD C .  iPd~iTSZ'.of: Thi r t i  8cr'ctalion cam dmm ill a tri- 

k ai'@ul.ar-slzagacl, hcfl~erow-borilered rleliJ. 8 i r scS ly  sou th  of the  

the  graen T v 9  markln: t h e  Jw::~ fiolP. Ju s t  b o f o r e  ho had loft 

t h e  plano, anti no hc knew duxiag h i s  duscent t h a t  he WBY h i t t -  

t e l l i w  them t o  dove out a b ~ u t ,  &I grar4s' i r r  a l l  d i r ec t i ons ,  

co l l ec t  whomover they  could slcg~ the rou te ,  xcnd then back 



B a t t a l i o n  had a s s e ~ b l e i l  around his and h i s  one-man p a t r o l s  

hat? a l s o  o r i en t e i l  s c o r s s  of o t h e r   en jrom other  u n i t s ,  and g o t  

themmoving t o  t h e i r  ~Yfielnbly poinl;s. E h U S E  consol iaated 

what he had i x t o  t x o  companies, G and I:, "vi th a l s n m t a  of' Head- ii. 
quar te ro  Corripny forming up s e p a r a t e l y .  He was now ready t o  

Ofle of t h e  Da t ro l s  had picked up a drunken 2 Y a n c b n  walkin? If 
along the rosd .  rlhan bx~urj@t b e l o r e  JC&US3, ha qu ick ly  sobered . .  

. , 

and he proved' $0 be a ~o1.d mine oP i n l o r r m t i ~ n ~  IIe v e r i f i e d  
. , 

t h e  B a t t a l i o n ' s  ioca t ion .  with r e s p e o t  t o  ST% WJIXG EGLTSB and 

he t o l d  KIUITfS t h a t  lie knew o f  ail alrmost unused . t r a i l  vihfch 

l e d  i n t o  t h e  town frora t he  ~ l o r t h w o a t .  The town ;"lac b e ~ n  vary  

w e l l  coverod, he s a i d ,  but t i le prlnck7l.e s t r e n g t h  o r  t h e  enemy 

was now dintrihu2;ed out  s l o n ~  tile roads leuding firto the con- 

Germns, ooveriu>q Chn  n o t a r  ~ m k ,  I :ead~~va~%or$ m e  o t h e r  i n s t a l -  

JELIST: u n t i l  r e o e l ~ t l r ,  Pu t  because of t h e  constant  t d r e u t  of 

* ~ a i s  h t ' t a l i o n  hiicl previously spearhr;abod tile AJ.liad advance' 
i n t o  NA.FI.X9 and had ru i eed  th.o first Rms.rioan f lag  abovo that  
town. About t h r e e  iioura he? ore "uie %aim-off from EnglsnB, iiRAUE 
had aaseriibled h i s  B a t t a l i o n  arid had said t he se  uorda t o  then:  
W e  have hex-e t h e  f13g t h a t  y o u  r a i s e d  o v e r t h e  o i t y  of NBK";Se 
I want it t o  b e  t h e  first flag Go f l y  over u l i b ~ r a t e c !  town i n  
Bancts. Tho aiiission is %hit. we w Z l l  nut it up i n  ST% IEHE EGLI,% 
before dawn4 Toii have 01317 one orGer--to corn uml fight with  
Piherover gou l a n e ,  l k e n  you set $0 81E 1:ZKZi;; G G L I a ,  I w i l l  he 
t h e r e  .Ig 



along the  higli ground sonth of the  tovm.* 

KF(hUSE put t h e  lirenc.han i g  the point  of h i s  format ion, .under 
/I 

C U T  WAIEZ3 LOXG of Company R ,  and  headed for SlE bBRE >I 
;j 

EGLISE w i t h  about one-quarter o i  h i s  normal a r t t a l i o n  s t r e m t h .  , .i 
Tho column guided on tho t r a i l  t o  which t hey  were directed b y ,  . . . 

. tile Frenchman, t h e  nun moving forwarc? along the hadgorow ccver. 
I' 

on both s ide s  of i t ,  Thare viere heavy cloucls above ST t%!E 

EGL'ZISE and t h e  n ight  was c e a r l y  pYhh black; they saw no signs 
li of the  enemy and they roceivad oo f i r e ,  Tke ol..dsr an13 rrrors 

experienced nen szw.ed pe r f s c t l y  t v i l l i n g  t o  s tep  ou%, r ea l i z -  

ing t h a t  surprfiso was t h e i r  ohiuf weapon, bat  L'R.4U3E could 

. . hoar Cha older  l:CO?a growling a t  t h e  new men, rflo.nt of whom 

were t ry ing  t o  m,ove cautiously with the2.r r i f l e s  at  the err- 

guard potlition. I n  30 &nutea,  the:^ reached the  o u t ~ l r l r t s  of 

the  town,** 

COL EiF1AUSE; had t o l d  h i s  men not t o  f i r e  u n t i l  daylight and 
I 

t o  use ozly grenades, h i v e s  and bayonets awricg the in-4Yght-. 

im. Ho kept pace with the  :C ' i r n t  T i l e s  u c t i l  he raaohed t h e  

northemilost bu i ld inss~  along tkic m i n  higkway l e a d i w  t o  31()NTX-. 

E0UP.G. A t  t h a t  point  he dooidfid t o  seld %emrate de t s?hmenta , '  

flankward i n  both d l r s c t i ona  t o  s e t  up road blocks and close 

*ALL n f  t h i  s inPoxm+,ion prover? t o  .be su5sta.ntial3.y. norreol . 
The f a c t  that thaso gs r r i eon  troogm had been moved scuth had ' . .  

not  been known i;o the  &;lerl.oun ~ l n n n e r s  and it had an i r q o r t a n t  
e f f e c t  on subsaq,u$nt dc?vulomnts  vritliin V I I  Corps. 

**The desdr ip t ion  i s  fi.03 lii.aUX and J.a t o  be found i n  the  
interview mate r ia l .  

. . 
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a l l  avenues of approach Co t h e  to11a~-in con t r a s t  t o  the  o r ig i -  

n a l  plan of biocking tho roads t o  the east  and sou th  zrd da- 

pending on t h e  forces  a t  LA $'FLEZ, CXBF FONT and NXWLLIE 

t o  block t h e  @pproaches on t h e  o the r  two a ides .  The othor 

man then proceeded southward along t h e  main ~ o a d ,  kee,@n$ 

wi th in  t h e  shadow of the  bu i ld ings ,  and bounding q u i e t l y  and 

swirf'tly from dod.&ny t o  doorway o r  t o  a covering vfcll. T h ~ y  

had been in s t ruc t ed  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s o t  t o  search t h e  bu i ld iWs  

as ~U~ d i d  not went t o  r i s k  t h ~  chanoe t h e t  any ha@.-to- 

hand s k i r ~ i i a h i n g  would jeopartiim t h e  chance t o  s e t  v.p a2.l of 

t h e  roadblocks before iiuwn-this, he c o l r l ~ i a e r ~ d  t o  be O f  prf513 

importance. While he had been sanding out tSe  f l a n k i w  groups, . . 

t h e  point  ha3. moved r i g h t  on Gown t h e  main road t a  s e t  U> tile 

roadblock t o  sauth  of town. He could hoar niokino gun and 

r i f l e  f i r e  frwo t lm t  direction now and he coacl.ufied t h a t  Gone 

of h i s  men wore meeting t h e  first of bJie enemir. The cable 

point  w a s  k-00 yards f a t h e r  sauth along the  m i n  road; i;sllVJSE 

had beerr accura te ly  br iefed  on i ts loca5:ion before he had l e f t  

England,  He went t o  iG ircmer!intely and bid t t i e  cu t t ing  jab 

i n  person. 

A l l  of t h e  roadblooks were s e t  before d w n .  Thsrs had been 

some skirmishing a t  three of the  l o c a t i o n s  but bhe r e s i s t ance  

w a s  quickly overcome, I;RAU,SfSi men using only t h e i r  grenades 

an8 cu t t i ng  weapons. Every m n  in t h e  Bzttu1io.n had jumped 

with an N-1 a n t i - t ~ u k  n i n e ,  Every r&n ca r r i ed  a c&mmon grecafla, 



which is a point datcjna$Srh~ ~ r e n a d e . *  3 3  add i t i on  t o  these  I 
weapons, the hloc!:s were ~ u p n o r t e d  hp bazookas, a few C07eT- 

ing: r i f lemen,  a !%chine gun tma usua l ly  a BAR.  he forcen /I 
a t  t h e  blocks were augmerted s t e a d i l y  t h o u g h  t h e  irlorniw a s  

ndd i t iona l  men r e p x t e d  in .  B 
By 0900 about 300 men had col lec tpd on the  t o m .  ?haxwhSle, 

. . 
. . clean-up squada i ~ a d  gono through t h e  bui ld ings  allr7. made the  

S n t e ~ i o r  pos i t i on  secure. .There w a s  l i t t l e  bcuae-to-house 

f ightine:. The few ~ormans  i n  t h e  to.m ware tdclren alntost wholly . , .  
. .  . 

by su rp r i s e .  Soine,were rouse& frorz t h e i r  beds, about 30 aur- 

renclered, 1 0  were k i l l e d  and the reaa inaer  took off touraxti t h e  

south. By 0930 t h e  town was wholly i n  t h e  B a t t a l i o n q s  h@.ndl, 

A t  about 0.500 I ~ V E X  had dispatcher!, a rL1.nnor t o  t e l l  RegiinanG 

rtsnner wi"; t h e  mesage t h a t  he had s e ~ u x e d  t h e  town. The 
.:*,( .. . 
.,:q 

P b r s t  nicssnge did  not g e t  t o  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  f o r  whom it was in- , : 

ing  around t h e  Drop Zone, th.e ~ ; l n n e r  clirx? f lrst t o  GEK U'RIJXXiAP, 

t h e  Division Commnder, and t o l a  him w h a t  he was suy?j?ouob t o  

t e l l  t o  EI@+WT but he d i d  not  exp la in  that t h e  messaye was f o r  

E W .  The l a t t o r  oontiizued i n  doubt. . , .  

Tn the  meantine the80 t h l n p  had h.appened elsewhere i n  t h e  

Regiment: by 0.515, Second E a t t a l i o n  had col leoted  enough men 

*Tho erenaee  is uacie fsuom Conposition C ,  t h e r e  being about 
two pounds of explosive i n  a small sock. The ma te r i a l  is  s o f t  a1 
p l a s t i o  and Wo pounda i s  usua l ly  enough t o  o r igp le  a tank,  



t h a t  E1e.U.N t o l d  LT GOL I ~ E N J ~ T I J  N. VP.IDI~:WOONY, t h e  Ba t t a l i on  

Commander, t o  proceod t o  h i s  obJective-1EUVXLI;E AU FAIX. . :' 

VANDERTOORT had fraoturod one 1.eg badly on t h e  juinp but h i s  : 

men had obtained a m a l l  fur la  c a r t  and were wbecling him 

i n  it and he hewas cor~ t iau ing  t o  command, ~t 0614, t h e  Sec 

Ba t t a l i on ,  then being on i t s  way t o  FEWILE, was orderod t o  . , 

h a l t  i n  p lace ,  thoueh the  reason was not giveil. A t  0309 t h e r e .  , -  

c~wle a r a d i o  masaaze f r o ~ ~  XIQXN t h a t  be had heard ncth.J.% fXOU 

Third b i t a l l o n .  A t  0810 Second B a t t a l i o n  was ordered t o  t u r n  

back and capture  3rd $i%a ~OLLEE.  ~ t .  0916 another  mess@! 

Second B a t t a l i o n  was t o  proceud t o  EXVTILTA. A$ 0017 t h i s  

order  was countemw.r?ded and Second UatGnlion was ordored t o  

move on SIJE LET23 EGLEJ .  T;IS~W wa3 one more change i n  orders  

a s  COL EE3WJ  till t r i e d  t o  f i c d  out t h e  precise  s i t u a t i o n  O f  

t h e  two Battal!ona, Then VA!Jj%ilVOOXP orCared his men t o  move 

south. 

But on h i  8 own I n i t  i a t i v a  , V ; ~ ~ ~ T ~ C ' C i l T  Ead taken one preoaution 

which red.cun8ed c_:reatly t o  t h e  banc f i t  of t h z  i)i-?ision. Befor3 

chacg i~w d i r e c t i o n  he had deciPsd tha* one otrocg platoon might 

be equal t o  the mission a t  NTWID AU FiAliJ. He aocordin@;ly 

detached a platoon from Company D under f,T T'JHNdR 8 .  WRIBUU 

.and sent  it no r th  w1iU.e t h e  r e s t  of h i s  strely.;th moved scuth. 

A Fr?nchn~an i u t o r r o ~ a t e d  Burfw t h e  asseltibly had t o l d  tha.t he: 
, . 

believed on ly  a Taw ,$e?rmns were ~ ~ ' I G W T L I ~  an3 t h a t  thag  . . 

would be found 1% t h e  o u t l y t w  houses.  
. . 
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h i s  t a sk ,w l tk  insLruct ions  t o  mop-up t h e  hwaiet,  mine t h e  n a i n  

road t o  corth, of lEljTV~,U! nna t h e  cast-west road running t o  . .  . . . 

sou th  of it and s a t  up a derecs ive  pos i t i on  on t h e  most favor-  

able high ground. Ile h~ .d  done t he se  t;hings by 1000, by which 

ti& 'VANDERPOCBT hsd s o t  up h i s  CP. i n  STE MEBE EGLLLSE', 

As it happened, t h i s  pmcautionauy r e c a l l  ol Second B a t t a l i o n  

t o  STE EfiERE EGLISE worked out  wel l .  Sho r t l y  a f t e r  0930 liRATJS&' 

p o s i t i o n  had been heavrly oounter-et6aakad from t h s  sou'kh by a 

f o r c e  whioh appeared t o  cc?nprise about two aampmlsn of in-  

f a n t r y  auppoPted by mobile guns on t r a c k s  and  i;h;.ee or four  

t anks .  The epproi..oh of t h i s  f o r w  was signul.cd by all in tens3  

concentra t ion of ~utmh,ino gun and mortar i i x e  whioh F c l l  mainly 

around the a o u t h ~ r r .  roadblock. ~G~ITSE went i~:~merliatnly t o  t h a  

a r ca .  Ye had tirne only t o  nbeexvo that sniall  groups oZ thrr 

onemy ware wcrking axolmd oil both f k n k s  of C i s  o m  pos i t i on  

and t o  order t h a t  Gosa nxm Trou Corspanies G and I: be  brov.@t : 
down 19nm Lhc oza t e r  of t h  town "u f i l l .  i n  along the  opsn 

lee; by a s h e l l  fragment which n i i b e d  .the rrmmbsr but d i d  not  

otherwise i ncapac i t a t e  hi4m. Efe was now i n  rad io  cor~nilrica'cion, 

and teloghone a l s o ,  with a l l  corapaniss. 

 he mmen froid G ancl I xe re  a l raady  positioned i n  l;he south  
and he thouxht it impo~lanS t o  round ou t  t h o i r  p c s i t i o a w i t h  
men f roln t h e i r  ' w m  ca&:ncnias, a& a n  tzld t o  b a t t l e  nora le .  

. . .  
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oart  . Ee t o l d  I.XCiUSE lht -?A6 s i a ~ g l e s t  plan wan  i b r  him t o  

order  %he dofenss of tile town as  he wanted it and t o  give hfn 

Second E n t t a l l o n q s  s t r e n g t h  was distributed around t h e  perfm- 

a s  a uobilu reaerve in the  cents? of %he town, The a r r i v a l  

Of t h i s  add i t i ona l  s t r eng th  t a d  *he aocu-say of the  Liierioan 

Sluo.ll ax4ffls Tire quickly bro-xgbt tho enwq a t l a c k  iil chcsk. 

Ear1.y i n  tila ~kir~i l i .nhi i i$ .t!li! Gerrann herded cs.Ct:e f r m  t h e  

f i e l d s  onto t h e  miin ro&d'und t r i e d  t o  drive thexu on so as k~ 

explode t h e  n ina  f i e l d  a t  tko  roadblock. 1VT DWiXT'iClC LZ 'l''&LX3 .. 

moved out w e l l  i n  f r o n t  of tko biook, turnaa tha o ~ t t l o  inw 

donting tho nutaoat l ine." 

was bofos Quyportcb by a r t i l i o r y  i n  suck? volume t h a t  KXAUXE 

was ,convinced ho was bciw q p i s e N  by sevr?xa1 b a t t e r i n s .  Two 



81mm mor ta r s ,  pos i t ioned  i n  the northwest of 6333 MERE ESLBE, 

were tu rned  a g a i n s t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  by LT WILLIAM E. WIISC!J a d  

togethor f i r e d  about 65 rounds. But i t  was impossible t o  g e t  

observat ion of t h c  enesay p o s l t i ~ r i  from STE ME,W EGT,IS becauw 

af the  i n t e r p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  hedgerows along a high r i d g e ;  t h e  

mortar f i r e  seemed t o  have l i t t l e  a f f e o t .  Looking down t h e  

main road ,  IQ'UU$I: could s e e  an enefily convoy of s eve ra l  t r ucks  

moving up toward the ground where he thought t h e  enercy nlortars 

were ope ra t i ng .  (Iden'tiTf.ed on tho  m p  as  H i l l  20) He ordered 

Company I t o  mova out; on n wide swin6: t o  the  r.i.ght, t h sn  at- 

t ack  1eTtward townrd Kill 20 and deny i ts  use t o  t ha  enonye 

Tho Company-ntrtmg,th, 5 o ~ f  item nuA 80 men--moved ilanhvtvard 

about one-half milo t o  t h e  wect of t h e  m i n  roa.d, t hen  en- 

deavored t o  cr~t back dieeonal1.y tuward tta high ground. whish 

T;RAliSE had indicatuc7. But 5l1.a diEficuZty wan tht they  had . 

t o  fo l low a zi.gzn& ani l rae i n  order  t o  keep t o  tho cover cf %he 

boundury h e d ~ e r a s s  and Ci tohes ;  s o  d o i w ,  they l o s t  tim, but 

what rim morn cosS,iy, t i ley l o ~ t  t h o i r  sanss of d in tsnca  aad 
i 
i d i r a c t i o n .  It wao 90 minui;us lstcr that t h sy  O ; O ~  haalc t o  

ground X'lankim the  main road about one mi le  south of town; 

it was ~ u i t e  s h a r t  o r  the goal a d  they Ciscovarad too  l a t e  

t h a t  t h e y  were approuch9ng on a lin+ whioh pdt thsm diracbJ.y 

i n  f r o n t  of t h e  morlax ;;osi+,ion which they  were supposed t o  be 

Out-Tlaoking , A o c o m ~ c y i a ~  t h e  mortar f i r e ,  an  intznee urnill 

nrns l i r e  came a t  them from t h e i r  r i g h e  r e a r  so  t h a t  '$hey wme 
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i n  erf  ec t  a t  ar apex of firs c o n i q  ffsom enamy pos i t ions  on 

both sides of t h e  road. CUP HAEtOLD v f w  WIIMGLER was kil-lod 

by a bu l le t  and several. o ther  clen wore h i t ,  The r e s t  ot' t h e  

men juqed  i m ~ e d i a t s l y  f o ~ :  t h e  cover of t h e  hedgarown and 
, . 

ditches.  

During $the next two hours, t h e  Corupany. held its &~our?d, grad- 
i 

. . 

uallsr b u i l t  up a f i r e  pos i t i on  f ac ing  soutl.~ward, an5 then  

made tvio suocessive attempt% t o  move out  m ~ d  around t h e  e n m y  

l e f t  f l a ~ k .  Whenever these  jmtrola (of lJlaLocn strar@h) t r i a d  
. . 

t o  cuS! i n ,  they wore c!~eclted by enCii1.y fira; 3hey then l i c e  

f u r t h e r  . t r i e s  t o  swinE w l d e r  unfi wider arouund the  onmy i e : P t ,  

but always they  found tlie way blocked by enemy sk!.mishers, 

The platoon a t t e q t i ~ l ~ :  tho rmneuvar thkreby ~nSnad t h e  ixprea- 

s i 0n  ,that it waa being ccsnfro~tad by suaccssive out-flaaklny; . ' 

movements by the  nrkamy, n i m d  at; s n v e l o p i n ~  t h e  Coniparqr po- 

s i t i o n .  The plntoor. nccora:n~ly f e l l  ljcrck on the  Co~r~!any an8 

'Lhe l a t t e r  witbdrcm t o  ST& EYSi:pa ~ ~ ~ , f ~ ~ .  

The actual  sit uabion was t b u t  the e n m y  Porcc , of approximat o l y  

Bat ta l ion  a t r e n ~ t b ,  hui  b6on im.y;.e.c:sod by Cacqmay 1's udvancre 

and had become corwinoed t!os2; .the Amarionn n t r e n g t h  a t  0% EXh3 

EGLISE must be, overwhe1rai.w. They the re fo re  s t a r t e d  t o  with- 

draw t o  t h e  wcatward aad Lhe plqmon rrom Company I hsd ccn- 

tinued bclinpirq i l l to  tire x i g f ~ t  Tlaak of t h e  lend c1wneut.s wl 

t h i a  withdraGing ac~llam.* Rut no one was .able t o  (;,:uess t h a t  



 h he Rattal . ion succeoded i n  g + t t i n g  tl~rou[;h wi th  most of 
i t s  forces  between the,&mrioan f o r c e  a t  STE &ERE E G I . I B  and 
t h e  other elements of' t h e  82d ~ i v t s i o n  who weye f i g h t i w  along 
the  - h%lUXRET. The Ra t ta l ion  labex 0pg08ed Secona Bat t a l i o n ,  
505, a t  ZF: W and to13 t h i s  story of t h e i r  opera t ion.  One of 
K3N CAv1Nql;~ s t a f f  off i c c r s ,  who s p ~ k e  Dormn, had been sent  
l a t e  i n  the af ternoon of J+I Day .to 8 r i . v ~  a jeeploai? of a m -  
nit i 'on t o  t h e  ClEiF DU POEFT pos i t ion .  On h i s  r e t u r n  tri? t o  
LA FIERE, he drovo i n  between t h e  two iialves of t h i s  retreat in^: 
German coluzan and was captured.; s eva ra l  aaya h k e r  be v i m  re -  
oa tured by 828 Division. 

'*'The chief  wi tnesses  on tho  Con~any I ao t ion  were ZT liAlm8 
EROIWER and 8GT R01fU;D P. bZLVET, a l t hawh  about 2.5 men wew 
intorviev!ed ir, a l l .  COL EiRhTLbZ rpe l~~r ."vd  t h a t  Coamny I had 
h i t  the Cermo; convoy oil t b e  road and dautroyod s e v e r a l  vehi- ' . 
c l e s  wi th  gsmrdan Crenades ba* t h i s  vma an emor .  Thhs &mn of 
the Caqany said t h i s  dicl  not  happsn, 



Thew were 52 nlcn Li i  ZWI:NEWI,L'S ~ h t o o 1 1  and g r o c e e d i n ~  v i a  t h e  

hedgerows t h e y  ~iloved snmothly on ;Oi;UTILW, drawing no l i r e  aa 
2 i: 

- ,  
. , 

t h e y  weut slow. pVT E:X&RTJ EkSWIJ was i i rst  saou't . ile wea t  , .i 
. . 

as rap id ly  as he could and t!la men followed, ~ t r u a g  out on 

bath s ides  of t h ~  road, They went r i zh t  through t h e  han~lot 

and oontinued on. Lxst; t h e  l a s t  houso:i Pox about k9 yards. 

There thay were on t h e  11ort;horn alo>e of the !ri,sh grounb O n  

which the  se.t.i;lement r e s t e J  . A hedssrow bcrdcrix;: the .Ciaid 

to righ-f t h e  m a i n  ron6 was c o n v ~ n i e n t  t o  ' t he i r  p r p o s o ,  

They could see foxward ,"or 600 yard:: and more and to t h e  ri:rht . 

' 

f l a n k  f o r  no l e s s  d i s t a n c e ,  T1:a e!:trth b ~ n k  nP t h s  h e d g ~  was 

about breas t  ].I:& acd t h o  Polince y:as exc.e:ptiol;ally t h i c k .  TO 

l e f t  Of t h e  road t h a r o  :.:an uii o r c k ~ ~ r ?  tiwou;;b t h e  f r u L t  t r e e s  

of which one oould g e t i s  o l a u r  view ~ O O W ' I L I X ~  fox a3ouL 200 

Yards. l iut  Soyonil the it*r&louse a c t  ne:;L tha  s:In:can rozd on 

t h a t  s ide  %here we-e c l e w  f k l t i o  so tha"uno ooi!lci m e  Clctarly i .  

f o r  a qua r t e r  c!.ile i n  that dimct ion .  

It was here  'tillat T((IEEXFjil7I se t  up h i?  2ouiLion. lll?.s ~ 4 . c h i n e  

gun ancl niost of  t h e  p la toon  wore dispcacG a l o q  tha k e d ~ e r o w  

on the r i g h t  s i d e .  Two r i P l o a s n  and a 'ua&oolm fitan wera s e n t  

back t o  the shadow o r  the houses t o  comllose n roadblock, i n  

caso e n e w  amlor happonccl nl.on7. 3n)nc squad wan put on the 

lsf* of tha  road,  There wan aq ano:lent eato Chexe, Tlunkud by 



! 

forward through t h e  @ ; a h  and corunand t h e  orchar-d. IIeTe they  . I  
. , 

waited .  It d i d  not  t ako  long. 11 
T h i r t y  minutes a f t e r  t!ie pla toon had'  a r r i v e d ,  t h e  uon t o  r i zh t  

of t h e  road sa.w a company oP Gerfimlls corr1i.n~~ aown t h o  road ,  

marchine; i n  column of twos, unconcernedly, as i f  unu.r.pshehensive 

or' any d a r ~ e r .  LT I W C  t!;ICIt&EL:&UT, TUI;l~EUL5fS assistailt, 

c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  mi& behind t h e  i r o n  &xbe i a d  no t  witnesseft  

tile approach, crawled a c r o s s  t h e  z+oed and a l e r t e a  t hea .  They 
. . 

moved up through t h o  ozchard 200 ya rds  and took  p o s i t i o n  a~o~l:Cd 

a group of barns: it was thel .r  ides. t h a t  they n i g h t  remain 

t h e r e  unobserved a n d  ca t ch  +,he Geman c n l ~ w i a  i n  f l a n k  as i 'b  

came down tho road. As t h e y  go t  t o  %hi$> ~ O ~ V J H F ~  ground, t h e  

Germans, who kad first been si ,ghted a t  about 400 yards d io t annn ,  
. , 

cane almost even w i t h  then;. MICT,&UIZ,McA;.i and W T  JUSEKI C . HCTIZ . : I  
11 

moved up t o  "um scaond s t o r y  of one of the  bsxns ?or obuarva- . . 

mortars  on ,the jump, t h e  buntlle hmlq  h l ~ w f i  up; now 1% was 

manning a naohine cun. There f o u r  Di@n a t  t h o  tQ.n with 

SGT ROBERT NTLUSD i n  okmrge;* tho 2cl.n Imd been net up i n  t h e  

di$ch outs ide  t h e  he8garow bordering %ha m i n  road  nad poiritL-zg 

na r th ,  i n  p .os t t ion  t o  Cra.vex+p@ t he  l i s l d n  on tho  Par s ide .  EuC 

t h e  gun r e m i n e d  t r i l en t ,  t h e  ~ u m c r s  iioping l o r  u b e t t o r  c h n c e  

t o  sweep t h e  ene~my files wi th  en? 9l.ade Tire. Then the  two . . 

: , 



squads deployed along t h e  hedk:f?row t o  rear and on rlcht Of' 

the road apennd f i z e  and t h e  enemy took  covos immedia%dljr, 

flopping next the  hedges and i n t o  t h e  roads ide  d i t c h e s .  

LUCWI:M, observillg from ].eft, g o t  n b u l l e t  tbrol1,~h h i s  
, . 

buttocks; it wae t h e  first sign .that t!ze cizomy had sy:ot;'toC. 

the gun pos i t i nn .  @ t e r  t h a t  t h e  crew saw--.tilrou:;h opeil spsoos 

i n  the  hedgerow &heed--.that ti10 reamrard f i l e s  o f  tile a n e w  

tile gun pos f t i on .  The gun wan now i n  a c t i o n  aRd cvas T i r i G  . '  I 
bu t  did not  seem t o  be doing m c h  domige. PFC ETPXXZY VF. 

KOTWXZ, who was t ry i l x ,  to cover t he  l e f t  flank of the  squad 

with a to~iuny E:un, sansad tkit he wan doing no good with h l s  
~. . . 

weapon because of t h e  extreine r i ~ ~ e ;  .I; he o u i - f  l ank ing  m&e~,snt , . j . 

was being c a r r i e d  on at 250 ycrds  d i s t a n c e .  ki3mAm yell.ed 1 
t o  ; M I C ~ ~  who had a l r e a d y  concluded t h a t  ths e i t u a t i o n  was 

becoming t o o  ho t  t o  han8ln , Re or2er3d t h e  6qifid t o  ~TCUhdxaw 

t o  the p la toon i l . a e  and h e  hb-se1.f. h ~ b b l o c l  buck, using his  

r i f l e  ns a cane, wi th  t h e  rest of tb.e sqv~d.  Followirig along 

the  heegerow, 

A t  STl3 NXRE ~C,LILSE, COL T T A I T P ; ,  haif bean able  t o  surrsmnt 

the  hna5ce.p nf  his broken leg by borrowing d p a i r  of  c ru tohas  

AT guns f o r  suppart o f  t h e  p la toon ' s  naof t ion.  Ha ~ o t  Into 
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t h e  hamlet j u s t  i n  t i n e  t o  s ee  one of  l ~ i s  parutroopers-+!ho i ~ 
had been w i t h  t h e  roadblock-waving a n  orange f l a g .  A menoh- I ~ 
man had r i dden  i n t o  t h e  hamlet on. a biajrcle and had t o l d  t h e  . . 

men a t  t he  block t h a t  he was moving i n  advance of a f u l l  C O L D  
' . 

. . 

of German p r i s o n e r s  who were c o m i q  i n  u n b r  guard of an  -4L'UBPi- 
. . 

oar1 detachment. These were t h e  men TURI.JBUIIL had f i r e d  on; 

b icyc l ing  Fxenchnan had pedaled past t.30 p la toonq8  l i n e  wi th -  

out see ing  it. The para t rooper  a t  t h e  block was t r ~ * i ~  t o  1 

give  t h e  column tile f r i e n d l y  sign just as  VAlKERVO0RT a r r i v e d  1 
I 

and Jus t  as' t h e  l i n e  opened f ire--with r i f 1 . e ~ ;  two m c h i n e  @ X I S  

ana two BARS. I n  t h a t  way, the ruoo f a i l a d .  V-W?WVOC!KT had 

l e l t  one of t h e  57s a t  t h e  f n t e r s e c < i o n  south  of XEUEILUX; he  

had brought t h o  seoonti ~ u r i  u lo rg  r i$;ht  i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  

s e t t  lelnent . Vhen l.JI'ICEI~U~&:T cams on b a ~ k ,  V.LTJDBf.:TrOORT, Chink- 

ing t h a t  t h e  l i n e  might. be craokfng anc! seeing no good t a r s e t s  

f o r  t h e  57 gun, s e n t  tl runne- t o  TUPJTmZ t o  oak how he was 

doing and i f  he ncecec! help .  TUR;JEWX sect back t h e  masoaee: 

"OK and e v e r j r t h i ~ 4  under 00iltr01. 

There were a t  t h a t  t i u e  abo:lC 130 Germms confront ing TURN- , . . , >  

BULLqS r e l a t i v e l y  wal3 .  group. Yet t i l e  p s s i t f o n  along t h e  
. i 

. . , ~ 

high ground was r e l a t i v e l y  snug. The squad over on the l e P t .  

had re fused  i t s  own l e l t  S lauk  s l i g h t l y  so as t o  ooves the .  

c l e a r  f i e l d s  i n  tha$ d i r e c t i o n ;  the AT gun was i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  

f i r e  d i r e c t L y  down t h e  road snd t h e  gunners could a o u n d  a 

view o r  t h e  r ightorway Tor (it: Least  one-11alr i n  t h a t  
. . 

. . - 21 - 



base of f i r e .  

. . 

Even before $ ~ c I ~ ~ ~ ~  go t  back t o  t h e  ?;ate wi th  the 1e:rbhand 

squad, however, t i le men deployad on t h e  ri;:ht had begun t o  
. . 

. , 

feel .  tho mounting press,ure oP t h e  eaerny f i r e .  Tho G ~ x l l ~ ~ I l s  

although t h e  enib@nl.ment and the  boundnry d i t c h  a f fo rded  goad 

protect ion,  t h e  pinto011 ba;&n t o  g e t  c a n u a l t i e s .  TOO, t h e  

yards of the  Anierfcan l i n e ,  In it3 rirst few ro:~?ds,  it knoc1.c.- 

ed out the  bazooka t&n ~t tile road. bl.ock, O n  it,.:: next  firing . . 

tho gun drove t h e  are.:: away from t h e  57 AT gun ia K!?,U'SXLbx and . '. . 

t h o  crew took torn2orary covor amow t h e  houses ,  Thcy c&te 

back s h o r t l y , .  howewr,  and with t!?..eir i ' i ~ s t  1 ' ~ w  rounds  lr;mck~d 

out t h o  Germn gun; f a r  up 't&c road t h ~ y  could sao,  w i t h  t h e  

a i d  of g l a s s a s ,  what appsnro8 t o  be 8 E.0~xk I'V Tank; tho* was 

t h o i r  next t a r g o h i n d  t h e  vuhic la ,  wse np?:raraixt..ly S i t  and klalfisd. 

But the re  was no answer f o r  the  Guman m o r t a r  f i r o  and it kept; 

b u i l d i w  up i n  vol.une em? aocurecy th rou~:hout  t h o  clay. This  

was tila: cause o l  t h e  g r e a t e r p a r t  of t h e  p ln toonv8  ca8ual t ies- -  

44 men had gone forward and only  16 were present when t h e  tima, 

came t o  evaouate the p o s i t i o n  and fall, ba.ck an STX J@,RX SGLf.33,. 

Tho enemy Izud ta!:en f u l l  advuntacc: of t h e  nlturnl cover  f a r  

out on bobh f l a n k s  ha& broucht B i n  foruas fornarc1 {;radually 



. . 

obl iquely  from t h e  main road i n  a s o u t i ~ o a ~ . t e r l : r  d i r e c t i o n ,  
. ,. 

about 600 yards  t o  no r th  of t h e  l i n e  widah bad been taksll up 
, . . 

by t h e  platoon,  t h e r e  4.9 a l a r p  wood. This was rnade t h e  ohief  

b 3  parby, moving behind tkbe hedgorown far over  oil t h s  l e f t ,  

and we l l  out of reach  of t h e  m e r i o a n  $mil arms f i r e ,  kept 

t h e m  two w i d e  out- f lanl~fny ~ v e m n i l t  8 ,  l;TTRITtXJLL could do noth- 

ing e f f e c t i v e  exoeat hold h i a  ~rrmntl ,  au.d by the  rmre a c t  of . '  

holding, slow t h e  advance of t h e  enuuy Trot11 t h e  n c r t b  u>ou 

STE hiiERE iCGL;Cf3$. T i a t  w a s  t h e  way t h e  f i g h t  went throuChouC 

t h e  hours of  t h e  rnorn in~  and a f te rnoon .  The c o r t a r  f i r e  k ~ p t  

t h i m i n g  t h e  ,&:erhnn rankc; t h e  reL~crn  f i r e  frcm bel~i.nd t h e  

hedeerow had no no t i ceab l e  ef ' foat  excapt  t o  keep the f l a n k e r a  , .  ': 

. ., 
f& out and make them rnov~ on a wide r  c . i r o l e .  Ths advanca 

. . 
. . ,  

came og slowly but evenly; on bo'tb flanks it puased on beyona 

t h e  American 1.in.e; still., TIJRl\iBUU he ld  h i s  {gwund. By t h e  . , 

t ime t h e  enomy {rroup workin(i: on tho s h o r t o r  '~1'te and 00~ in6 :  . . 
. . 
. .. . . 

through t h e  ivocr3s on the  r'i:;ht viere at the goin% 0%' entering .: . '  .... . .  
. . . . .: ~. 

ABWILLZ, t kc group which h a d  novod ou t  to t h e  westward w a  , , 

almost i n  pon i t i on  t o  out a c r o s s  t be  p l a t o o n ' s  l i n o  of' r c t x e a t ,  
. . .  

The sharp signs oP t h e  pl.atoon's . b i , ~ h t e u i ~ ! ;  situ;ttJ.on a w e  . . .  



s t a r t e d  Go r a i s e  h i s  carbine, he was shot and k i l l e d  by ~ a o h i n e  

p i s t o l  fire. By then t!la inen along tha hedprow oculd GCe tho 

forms of onec~y r iPlewn or awl in^ along the  d l t c h c s  'r7cur~C:ng 

the hedgerows ou t  on both f lanks;  the nci%rsaL were xrot 1 ~ o r o  

than 75 yards avfay, but they were unoertafu t a r g e t s  anti ' t b  

mor t a r  f i r e  wan o m l i n g  in so etendiiy t h a ' ~  f t  vras a3.l hu t  la-. 

p o s s i b l e  t o  ; ~ & t  a c lea r  she: at :hem. 5W3KdiiLL7S r o r c s  had 

dwindlei? t o  23 &en. T h y  wora t&itlg care of abDut 10 Woul3?!ed, 

The fire hati been b e a t i q  skecrd i ly  on .b!w as-$~lrialt of t!ro road- 

way and the re  had ssemsd no way t o  evacuate Chess me11 t o  the 

rearnard. .XOY; they realized it; wus too  l a t s  t o  save t he  wou~dsc 

if indeed i t were a o t  t o o  1a.i;~ tr l  auvo aqmm. T!.J~ c i.rc1.e of  

enemyforcu h a  ~Lnust; dra~::;;a slosad ubot~t  200 purda to. tkre rzaP- 

ward. The last chance vtaa ollgpinc; aww whiic t h y  looked at  

one another.  

One of t h e  privates spoka u;). "Iqn r.~ac",y,'~ !,a seiQ. 



been With DEXAIT when he d ied ,  said: ifT,Jo, I donvt think uvg 're 
, . 

quite  cut off yet .  I tiiirik t he reqs  a ob.anoe we can g e t  out ;  

tha t  ?s what wo ou&t t o  do TWTV&I, had t o 1 6  him t h a t  vrhile 

a f w  of t h 3  en.ei?qY had re,zohed the houses on t h e  r i g h t  f l ank ,  

the greater  p a r t  of theril were s t i l l  oae kedger.mVd shor t  of 
. . 

closing on t:k haxle t .  . . 

'PURImLL asked t h e  o thers :  1YSb.at~ uhou'c it?" 

They supported SZDhGTTm aa0 t o 1 9  him Lhet it 7roui.d be b e t t e r  

So i n  R tv;inl:ling, t h ~ y  go t  S C ~ .  'XJR!WTS; t o l d  t h a n  Lo l aws  

the wounded. CPL JBiEY EEL?', f irst  a i d  man, s u i d  hr7d r a m i n  

and ba taken p r i 8 0 n w P  if p o s i b l e .  i r ?  0 x 6 ~ ~  t o  nee t h o  v~owJCI~ 
i through, Some OP t h e  !?uns far over  on the r i g h t  hsd t o  h e  

abandoned because t h e  e n m y  ak-irnioiaern were nut? co&r@ wi th  

a rush. 

machine guns in'coneizq, t o  u t  i o k  w i t h  EZBRSTX!LIJ and fXPPSON a 

cover t h e  wl%hdxawal; he :ma shot  &ad by rz G.ermn c l o ~ i i l g  in . , 

with a maohlne p i s t o l  beforo eve r  he  cnuX reach  t h e  WGfiP3n. 

The others--16 a l tose ther - - -a ta rber !  back thro~!gh the  1 W . e t  . , 

'he 

" 

out acrirri bePore t h y  had Icoved 



a dozen steps." 

But though they  had not  sensed i t ,  th .ere  was soaa h e l p  n m r  

a t  hand. KUTnERVOOET, who had come up t o  t h e  sk;irr?zloh e a r l y  

i n  the  day but kad t h e n  returned t o  ST3 >,EPL.2 ZGZI$?i: t o  r u n  

h i s  Battal.ion, k i d  continued t o  Worry abou i  the platool?. Ha 

had sent  word t o  ?.rJF$dTB3I.,L t h a t  t h e  s i t ~ z a t i o i l  i n  ST2 tiF!m 

EGLIS$ was  such that  he should s t i c k  'it as low a s  'ls~uJ-d, 

and then  f a l l  bnclr on ti le B a t t a l i o n .  Wixa lmc3 a l s o  machgd 

'I'UMTEKTL by rum@,- that t h e  p la toon  wauid f a l l  bnck Whsn : k t  

go t  a white  f l a r e  s i e n a l  from S l s  Swra IXZIW, DLlt h.o had 

waited a l l t h r o u g h  a f i re-swept  a f t e r n o o n  and noii It was even- 

ing, and no s i s n a l  'had c w  . v~1;m,m031i1~, not  k12~1321~h~s a'aotit. 

any arrangements f o r  Q f l n r e  sTgnal, b u t  f k u r f n g  tha t  t h e  

Pla600nf s t ime must be r u n n i l q  nu t ,  o r Jused  a p l a t o c n  from 

GoIi??dny E t o  e e t  up t o  lIP;UTII,U; and. ntsnd r s a Q  t o  cover  .TVRN- 

PJ;P;L in Case he hal! t o  m,ka an abrup t  w,irltt?drawal. TTJRE3ULL 

hadn' t  seen t h e  Cmu~pany E p la toon  coma 5 2 ,  bu",hey ha4 xeached 

t h e  can t e r  of 1WiVILT.E an3 ha6 deployed o f f  t'o t h s  lo f ' l  among 

and beyond tho  houses by the ti.m he t o l d  .his inen t o  cat  end  ' . .  

run ,  

The 16 men went 9 a s t  t h i s  l i n e  ii:ce a Lq=eezo, scarcely seeing 

it. Thov kept on rua;ling dowc the rox: tmvard STE EXRZ EGLLSE 

a s  fast an they  oould go. 1;otbing was said u n t i l  t h e y  earinst! 

**.SE:GASTl.U~ and SEIIIT3CN were oapturetl buC, t iheir  f t r e  had 
made t h e  withdrawal ycss ib l c ,  
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. .  . , 

the  town exce;~t an oochsional  y e l l  Prom a non-corn: "Keep sca t -  . ' 

t e ~ e d : * ~  The plaatorsn from. Conpang E ,  h a v i w  f i r e d  u n t i l  TOXfJ- . .  

i 
. BU&LqS ffien swept past ,  a l e 0  pickad up t h e i r  weapons and r a n ,  

I 
j 

purposin~; t:, c l e a r  out  of easy  r a w e  before t h e  Gemlane c o d d  I 
I 

Eire from t h e  ridge of h igh  ground running through t h e  v l l l s 8 e .  

By i t s  a l l -day  s tand,  t h e  p la toon had kept  tho STE bBlZE EGLSSE 
i 
i 
! 

force  from being h i t  sb11;ltaneously from no r th  and south  during i 
i 

t he  most c r i t i c s 1  hours of D Day, and by providing t h i 8  breath-  i 
1 

.. . .! ix syace t o  t h e  major defensive base of the Divis ion,  had : . 
helped 5mmeaaurab2.y t o  kelg  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of an e n t i r e  ; I  

. . .! 
, . 

corps. 



. . 

. . 

I 

T I E  C O W l D  S 11'UBT Z OIi 

It was fo r tuna te  f o r  a l l  concorned .tha.t t h ings  k d  kappured 

i n -  the Way they (id along t h e  eus to rn  half of the  DCvisiond . .: 

sector  and t h ~ t  tho  r e l a t i v e l y  s1nal.l a c t i ~ n s  no r th  and south  

of ST2 kEP3 EGT,IEE! had yiel.der! bid d iv idends .  in t lm m i n e d  . . 

sncl consequei'it stabi1l::atian of' t ha  defens ive  base. True, t h e  ''. 

s l a n t i w  blow dea l t  by Cumpany 1 had not ,ac.hSoysd. a t o t a l  

reau1.t; a considerable enemy f o r c e ,  backad by a r t i l l e r y  and. 

qoile a r ao r  , st  ill. held  t ha  high. s rour~d  ?:.rest oi' ad. afljacert t o  

ECC)QUE:TWJVI~S, i n  pos i t on  to i n t e r f e r e  s m i o u s l y  wi th  t h e  

force  Prom U T a I  BEilC13 wilich was conins t o  t h e  rsliaf o r  EVE 

U3RE EGLISE. Cut t h e  l o c a l  eP fec t  had been good; those Ger- 

m n s  who had bean i n  p a s f t i o n  '30 p.~t, d i r e c t .  pressure on t h e  
. . 

town from a sou.therly d l r s c t i o r t  had been routed and sent  on 

t h e i r  way, and it was t h i s  g i f t  which 826 needed most of a l l -  

a chancs t o  consol idate  samewhore a long  t h e  l i n e .  Tho 

gather confidence, 

Elsewhere i n  the  Divis ion s e c t ~ r  (n s  w13.1 ba recodnted i n  

a e t a i l  i n t e r )  the  sL tua t ioa  * m c  fo r  from br ight .  Alo-% the  

mI#)E:.RP:T, t h i w s  ivcre worse t h a n  obacure;  f o r  m n y  hours, and 

f o r  reasons which '!?ere q u i t 3  beyond t h e  o o n t m l  of the  p i -  

vis ion,  the  ~ i t u s , t ; i o n  haci bortiareci on catastrophe and had o f i l ~  
. . been. w r t t a l l y .  restored tl irouch u n u s u ~ . l  exer t ion ;  aria after 

. . 
. , 



except ional  im.rdship, on .the .part of a l l  'eleolenta. Things 

had gone awry i n  de t a i l ! . ;  t h e  f a r a e  had been f u r  oca%tarsd ;  

not  only had co.ncantratli.on been : L r ~ m m i b l  delsged b u t  t h e  
, . . '! 

i 
4 

There had been no chmco t o  operate waaoord:Lng t o  plan." -4. 
I 
i bad drop had d i s s i p a t e d  most of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r o s  of 507; 

I 508 was i n  almost equa l ly  bud case .  The one 3 a t t a l . i c n  ~ b i ~ b  

I 
! had b e e n  dropped on  t h e  proper si&e (viest bank) of t h e  R ~ V W  

was fightine; an i sol.a.ted uphill .  uni;ngxnw.i; ir, wh ich  m0s'b of i t s  . ' 

e f f o r t  was direct,ed tomrcl wlrvivnl;  t h e  rnmj.ndc-r of t h  ; is~F-  

ment, $&there5 t o  m s t  of tho  F,lver, .hsfi:1:2; found t h e  nuFtsb13. 

open iw  wherein t o  exezt,  i t 3  f u l l  t;trcri&h on tho  course of 

Ghe b a t t l e .  

SO as ii2attk3~3 st,o~lc? on kko n i & t  of acy, d2ci M ~ l s i o n  was 

not  press inz  tho  vfTensive to was?; W I ~  sbuth of t h o  l i n s  of 

t h e  *BRUERl%'J!, nor vms it eveu s f w d l n ~  as t r f r l e  t h a t  b a r r i e r .  

The doo i8b0  bxid@xm.ds wem a s  y e t  unwon und tiia Uivf olon 

was, indeed, i n  durger  of beixii: "aontoa bock Lcwm t h e  8iusrfs 
! 

e a s t e r n  approaohos . 
The t a c t i c a l  d i ~ f f c u l t i e s  of thw Jjivision had protred grave 

enough. Tnrou.ghout t h e  day, W X  l3BG'ifd.Y had oonCinued t o  move 

baok and f o r t h  from t h e  STG iviE:U EWW3E poei t io i l  t o  tbs bridge- 

head axeas where b . l s  men were trying .Lo fo roe  the  oroas ings  ' ' 

of' t h e  MERIEFBT. The dcubts  a r i s i n f ~  fro% each l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n  , .  

a n d  'ram !he falluse t o  gain, an,y reporb from large port?.ons of '  

- 29 - 
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t h e  ~ f v i s i o n  s t reng th  were g r e a t  enough t;o over b!lrclen t h e  

Commando??; wha t ,  aggmvated them was t h a t  t h e  Divi.sion reruained 

a l t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  dark a s  t;o botv t.h& b a t t l e  was g o i n e  e l se -  

whore. 1% could not be sure ,;lheth.er awj r e l i e f  was i n  pros.- 

pec t ,  for it did  not know whather t h e  &nerlcans had take11 hold 

a l o m  tho  beaches o r  had been drivr3n back i n t o  t h o  sea. Even 
i t h e  P a t e  O f  10lst, whicn wan ougponed t o  be f i g h t i n g  llaitt it l i .; . . ; 1 

,-, 
t o  t h e  eas tward,  remained unknown. . . . 1 

,:\ 

A l l  atternP%S . t o  coinn:uaical;e with higher hs&c2r,unrters dmrLng 

6 June wor7e a f a i l u r e .  The rafifo :ce?t f a d i n g  o u t ,  1)%~1310il 

Could send,  b u t  it could not  know whether i t a  messages were 

g e t t i n g  *l;hrough t o  Corps o r  t o  &my, Tn en' othemvise a l t o -  

g e t h e r  unoerta5.n s i t ua t i on ,  C&N RIJ33jA.Y fieclded t o  r i k e  o e x t a h  

of one thing-eke GTE mRLT EGL.XSE 3 ~ s i t i u n .  fP tho wors t  hap- 

pened-if t h e  m r r o y  shoulr! &,ow t?mt t!m senborne f o r c e s  wore 

cbacked ancl the E(2d s strength 86wacI unequal t n o o n t h u i n g  

a lane-handed s l r w p l e  a&,nst t h s  L9EP9EwT cross in^^^--what 

r e m i r ~ s d  of  tlzc Division vtoulc! %lion fczll. buc'r: on t k o  tavir, 

Lato i n  t h o  e v e n i q  or" 6 nine, a p a t r o l  from V.WXRVOUHT"S, 

B a t t a l i o n  moved out northeast  from S m  IbDRj3 EGLILB and cn g e t - .  . 

ti% t o  t h e  row3 dutersectian, dust  west  o f  F K W ~ V l I L E  AU FJXW, 
/ ' ! I  . .. 

3 T 

met a p a t r o l  Prcun the  12th I n f a n t r y ,  4.t.h I n f a n t r y  D iv i s ion .  .. , . . . , . 

They rcburnsd t o  S i p  XGL1E.E t o  te3.1 this s t o r y .  Rcwever 

it was a oasual inssting, and t h o  4.th D iv i s ion  patrol .  pos~iessGd 

no i n f o r n e t i o n  a s  t o  how i t s .  Div i s ion  stood or wh.at p rog re s s  

- 30 - 
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was b e i w  made by t h e  column which was mppooed t o  be pro- 

Ceed iw Prom UTATT PEACH t o  t h e  r e l i e f  of STE hBm E G L I S .  

(The 1 2 t h  I n f a n t r y  was dve t o  t u r n  no r th  w e l l  t o  tlle east of 

S'IIE WFtZ EGLISE axid t h e  8th I n f a n t r y  'v& t o  come through the . ,  
. . !  

town. ) 
. i 

% 

Some hours La t e r ,  'LT COZ W. F.  LEON, ~ s s i s t a n t  G-3 of" Uivisiol3 . I 
I 

StPuck out i n  t h e  s a m  d i r e c t i o n ,  takiw w i t h  him a p a t r o l  

lvhich includad s e v e r a l  men from t h e  group d c l n g  t k e  i n i t i a l  

Contact,  ~ h o y  1 0 0 p d  up toxard & T ~ ~ I ~  ATJ FUTN, then  noved 

sou theas t  a l o w  t h e  m i n  road  fro^ l3+4IJL?zE;TWIIJB* Southeast  . 

of EEWZIVILLE, t h e y  met elernon". aS 12th in fant ry .  They ~ o u l d  

$611 W E ? T O M  very  l i t t l e  about  bha ~ f t u a t i o n .  WIiQOlT Lef t  h i s .  

P a t r o l  w i t h  t h e  12th i n f a n t r y  and c o n t i m e d  on a lone  t o  4 t h  

Div i s ion ' s  CP, nt a i d n i g h t  hc t a lked  t o  4 t h  m v i s i o n v s  corn- 

manaer, KAJ C3EN BIiRTDH. He was ~ i v e n  the a ~ x o x h a t e  l o c a t i o n  

of 4 t h v s  HCTSm. @Em, BnaTCN t o l d  h b  what he  wculd be able t o  

d o  v t i t l l  his t ank  deetsoyeps tcvard r e l i e v i n g  62dqs  s.i ' tuation 

and he a l s o  said t h a t  a colurLa of l i g h t  t anks  cnaer  C O S  U3'Z 

(one Coinpny of 746th' Tank RaCtalion) was procsoding t o  sou th  . .  

of BOrJTrJEVIW;E nn8. would t u r n  northwest toward Sf3 183:li3 EGX,IS%.. 

. . 
Soon a f t e r ,  I'JIP;'1!0iV besan h i s  return journay. Eut hz was T a r ,  .' 

from STE 1155~RE ECKJEE. and. m n y  nioro hours were t o  pass 'oef orz 

Divis ion reooived thk i n fo r ;u t i o r i  f o r  w h i o l ~  1% wao olroaCy 

st r a in ing .  



I 

COL 3, a. RUF, who was i n  a o m n d  of t h e  advance elelnznts of 

what was known as the Wowell Force", had r e c e i v e d  word be fo re  
. ' !  

leaving UTAH B1I;ACH t h a t  $28 Div i s ion  had & p t u r e d  STE IJIEFOI : 

EGLISE.* The miss ion o r  IjOVVXX;L Force was t o  b r i n g  r e l i e f  
:I 

j 
I 

t o  82d Divis ion as soon a s  poes ib le  v i a  a n  over land march frorrl 

UTAH E3.GCH t o  STE l.EEI3 'EGLISE* The fo rca  oafiie ashore i n  mid -  

af ternoon,  delayed a t  t h e  Beach on ly  long enough t o  de-water- 1 , 
. . I proof tho  tanlrs and wi th in  about 14 hours was apymaching STZ . . . 

. . . . ' j 

NIER3 EGLISX from the soutfi~vard, nothing h.aviag i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  . : 
j 

t h e  e a r l y  s ' tarys of t h e  advance, w i n g  t o  t lm f a c t  t h a t  the 

column was moving through t e r r i t o r y  which had a l r e a d y  been 

f a i r l y  we l l  c l ea r ad  by tho a c t i o n  of 10lst D iv i s ion .  Also ,  

e ~ e f i m k s  of t h e  Cth l i f a n t r g ,  whfch had l a d e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  

dag, had rnov.cd out  ahead of the mobile column and a long ap-' 

proxitntately t h e  s u m  courso , t h e i r  imiadia'lie g o a l  being l i k e -  

wise STE W,RE EGZISE. But when t h e  c o l u ~ m  drew un to  t h e  c ros s - ,  

roads noxt IXS FORGES (a$proxi;iotely 2& m i l e n  sou theas t  of STE 

MERE XGLIG on t h e  main highway) it c a m  t o  an abrmpt ha l t .  

The 8 th  Xnfantry f o r m s  on ahead had beoome engagad from t h e  
I .  

sane high ground-Hi11 20-whioh had inconvenienced t h e  south-  

. e rn  defenders o f  ST% 3,IE:lXE EXCrLTSS e a r l i e r  in t h e  af ternoon.  By 

t h i s  hour t h e  k n e w  withdrawal from t h e  n o r t b e r n  s lope  of H i  

 he force  was oom~oced of  one p l s toon  ~f Congany B of  4 t  
Cavalry Reconnalasanca Squadron, ~ o a p a n y  c of 746 th  Tank B a t  
t a l i o n  and 90 infantrymen o f  325th Gl ide r  Infantry-&he l a t t  
r i d i n g  t h e  tanks .  
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20-the a c t i o n  which had  fouled Comphny I,  505thqs  a t tempt  

t o  out - f lank t h e  positian-was a l r e a d y  underway or  completed.. 

But along tho  soutilorn s lope ,  barrip6,: t11.0 passage from UTAH . . 

BEACH, t h e  enemy .Yorccs s t i l l  s tood f i r~ i ,  w i t h  i n f a n t r y ,  a r t i l  

l e r y  and poss ib ly  some arEor. The 3 t h  I n f a n t r y  had becoue 

engaged by f i r e  from this ground a t  approximately 1000 yards 

range,  and. having h a l t e d ,  had brought soma 105 mm guns i n t o  

ac t i on ;  they wexo f i r i n g  a t  what appeared t o  be a heavy Con-.' 

c r e t e  ern~laoelilsnt a t o p  t h e  h igh  ground, near what was deemed 

t o  be t h e  cen te r  of t h e  eneuy p o s i t i o n .  

W F  rea l ized  a t  onae t h e  se r iousness  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  The . : .  

ground botwean h i s  fo r ce  and H i l l  20 whioh was now being iinter- 

d i c t ed  by the  uneny T i r e  was hndSny Zone W ,  where t h e  Div i s io  

a1 A r t i l l e r y  and o'bher Divisional. u n i t  c l i d e r u  were due t o  ar- 

r i v e  a t  2200. Tho h0u.r nws now about 1700 and if t h e  g l i d e r  

l and inss  were t o  bc acljiove9 wi thout  undue l o s s ,  he had f i v e  

hours (he Tigured) i n  w h i a a  t o  o l m r  the  Germns from t b e  h i l l  

t o ' t h e  north.  

9 0  he ordered h i s  2econnais~junce Pla toon t o .  advance a l o i q  t h e  

road towerd t h e  h igh  @ound, moving tlmough t h e  8 t h  I n f a n t r  

deployraent. The P la toon  was t o  bo aaaompanied by one a r ao re  

car;  one platoon of tanka (with i n f a n t r y a m  r i d i n g  t h e  t anks )  

would follovv i.t i m e d i t i t e ~ y ;  t h e  r e m i n d e r  o r  t h e  f o r c e  would 

s tand f a&,  as a reaexve,, 
. . 

This  advanoo was c o v e r &  by t h e  T i r e  of t h e  Gth I n f a n t P y t s  
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Cannon Company. The guns o3ened some minutes before t h e  a t -  

t a c k  began and were f i r e d  s o  v i&orously  t h a t  t h e y  were almost . . . . 
: . .  .I 

out  of amtnunition by t h e  tima t h e  c o l ~ u m  gat i n  motion. The :I ,: 
, 

- 6  
a m o r e 8  car proceaclect cn ly  300 yards ;  t h e n  it was h i t  dead-on il 

b .: # 
by a n  iS8 s h e l l  r i r e d  from Ifi1.1 20; t h e   hell d i d  not e x ~ l o d e  . @  

.; $ and tho  c n r q s .  occupants escaped so r ious  i n j u r y ;  b u t  t h e  oar ., 

V J ~ S  knoa?m? back r any  j:ards no that it co l l idod  wi th  t h e  lead , .  1 il , 
. . 

, . $1  

t ank  and s t r ipped  u t r a c k  Prom it .  T h a t  es~fied t h e  advance f o r  a 
'. 

t h e  t i r a  being. Tha dcn~onstrat$oo convincer: RATF t r b t  he had 
.!: 

underestimatetl t h e  enerq~  s t r e n z t h  cn IT111 20 and t.ho s m a l l  5 
9 

f o r c e  which he had launched i n i t i a l l y  was n o t  equal  t;o t h e  . . !  . , 
i 

, j  
undertakin[c, A t  i930, liavinl: reozgnnized, he ser& f'onvard e i 

. , . . I  
f u l l  company of t anks  w i th  support in:{ in fa r l t ry ,  w it11 i n s t r u c -  . . . . I  

t i o n s  t o  iilove opf l e f tward  away frohi t h e  main road,  and using 

t h e  cover of th0 hedgerows, iittonipt t o  move cross-fields s o  a s  

t o  take t h e  eneuy i n  f lank.  

Th i s  at-te:npt was e q u a l l y  unavai l icg .  The two load t a n k s ,  hav- 

iw turned l e f t  and proceeded t h r o u ~ h  two f i e l d a ,  were h i t  by 

heavy ant i - tank f i r e  nnd s e t  ab l aze ;  n o s t  filegibers of t h e  orews 

were e i t h e r  BilZod o r  wounded. The r e m i n i n g  tariks, whioh were 

fol lowing along,  oame t a .  a  h a l t  behisla t h e  rirst con7wnient 

hedgerow. MFE' want forward t o  survey t h e  damgo; t h e  com- 

mnclar on t h e  spo t ,  'CAP!?! C~UVJFORD, t o l d  h i n  t h a t  he was 004- 

-. vincee  t h e r e  were sovora l  an t i - t ank  guns-probably GGs-on t h e  

h i l l  . a n d  t ha t  he was f e a r r u l  t h e  f i e l d s  and road t o  sou th  of  

. . 
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t h e  h i l l  had been w e l l  mined. By t h i a  time, a considerable . j , 
,.: 

boay of t h e  8 t h  I n f a n t r y  had come up t o  t h e  IZS FORGES area .  . . ,  

RUT b k s o u ~ h t  t h e  .Regi;ilental Con~mnder t o  suppokt the  a t t a c k  ; 

by advancing his r i r l e  companies toward t h e  enemy l e f t  flank 

while he (W) 'tr ied  t o  g a t  t h e  t anks  forwarcl around t h e  

enemy r i g h t .  EIis reques t  was turned down, t h e  aommander agrea- 

in$ Only t a  support t h e  a t t a c k  w i t h  his Cannon Company, and 

reminding RAFT t h a t  it was not t h e  mission of  t h e  8 t h  I n f a n t r y .  

t o  get  t h e  r e l i e v i n g  aol~ini i  forward t o  82d Divis ion,  

. . , 

So MFP t r i e d  t o  move aga in  w i t h  h ia  tanks  and h i s  90 in fan t ry - .  
. < 
; . . 

men. Time waa passing and be r e a l i z e d  t h a t  it would be the  ..: 
, .  ! 

c l o s e s t  kind of t h ing ,  i.I he were t o  b r i n g  H l l l  20 under con- ! . . 

t r o l  be fo re  t h e  g l i d e r s  cam@ i n r  At; 2100 t h e  tanks  had ruoved 
, , 

. . 

forward one more hedgerow and t h e  fo rce  vms aga in  i n   notion 

wi th  abouk one hour t o  eo-as I W  oa lcu la ted  i t .  From t h i s  

new vantage po in t ,  t h e  talnks had a f a i r l y   ole^^ f i e l d  of f i r e  

across  Lanai% Zone W and i?AiT Chougbt t h a t  t h f a  would be of some 

help  i n  getting h i s  i n f a n t r y  f o m a f i .  A ve ry  few minutes 

gassed. Then an o f f i c e r  8 tanding.boslde  RAFF pointed sky- 

ward. RAFF looked; a t  apprcx3.mately 1500 f e e t ,  heading d i r e o t -  

1~ $or k n d m p :  Zone \I? was a &rial 6s agp~ox ima ta ly  60 0-47s 

towing g l i a e r s  ; they  were ocrxhg i n  one hour ahsad of 'schedule i 

The t r o o p  o a r r i e r s  re leaned t h e  gI.:ders d i r e c t l y  above t h e  

enemy p o s i t i o n .  Watohing t h i s  spectaolo ,  it seeninled t o  RkFF 

t h a t  q u i t e  suddenly a l l  of H i l l  20 s e s m d  t o  break out wi th  
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f i r e .  ).Ie could  hear x i r l e s ,  rnac::line Euna and Sclmeisse rs  goine; 

and he could see t h a t  tho  a r t i l . l e r y  ~ i e c e s ,  ' t o o ,  were bei-ag 

turned aga ina t  t h e  g l i d e r s  and tho  C-1!7 s . A few of t h e  p i l o t s  

veerea Off, s e n s i x  t h a t  Soixetilirq had gone r a d i c a l l y  w o w  
. , 

down below; some of these  c r a f t  c'ae down i n  t h e  I;ES FORGBS 
. . 

a r e a ,  landing within. the  8 t h  I n f a n t r y  l i n e e .  Those wbioh had . . ' 

cu t  loose  a t  t h e  ap2ointed place  and t r i e d  t c  come t o  e a r t h  

wi th in  Landing Zone Wwore crash-landed f o r  t h e  moet pax t ;  

some which had escaped t h e  f i r e  oame t o  g r i e f  because of' t h s  

an t i -g l i de r  po les  whicki the  enemy had s y s t e m t i c a l l y  plaxked 

over t h e  chosen f i e l d s ,  One g l i d e r  landed rifcht next t h e  enemy 

emplacement on B i l l  20. &other  oame dawn bes ide  ~ ~ l r F P S  a t i l l  

burning tanks ;  i t n  occupants con t r ived  t o  escape before t h e  

g l i d e r ,  t o o ,  went up i n  flames,* 

Darkness was n e s r  a t  hand an@ t h e r e  was no longe r  any pofnt  

i n  pressing a n  bm.edinte a t t a c k  w a i n s t  Xi11 20. Reports  were 

~on?ing to  M3T from a l l  s i d e s  about t ha  &Lidor c a s u a l t i e s ;  he 

had seen a few kinself-a Horsa ~ , ' i l o t  iyirqz i n  a d i t c h ,  his 

leg a h a t t t o e d ,  an8 beaiao h i m  h i s  group of pasoe~ngesa s o  badly 

stunned t h a t  they  setmod not t o  b o y ?  what was g o i 1 3 ~  on. RiLFP] , . . . .  

di rec ted  one of 112s subordinates  t o  c o l l e c t  and asseuble near 

t h e  LES FORGES crossroads a11 men and o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Division, 

*Said RtFB: "The d i f f e r ence  between t h e  ITarsn and the  CGL& 
dur ln~,  these oraab laneirqs waa qu i t e  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  naked eye. 
The Horsa sewed  t o  f a l l  apar t ,  breaking f i l l to many p ieces .  I1he 
framework of t h e  C G I A  restlaisled nore  a r  l e s s  i n t a c t . "  



?6 including the  g l i d e r  p i l o t s ,  

He hoped t h a t  he would have enougi~ a t rength  by m r n i w  l i g h t  

to  c l e a r  a way though H i l l  20 and ,he  did not in tend t o  renew 

the a t t a c k  u n t i l  then.  I 



In  t h e  t w i l i c h t  of D Day, tho men c o v a r f ~  ST3 MEHE EGLISE I 
i 

along t h e  nor th  and nor theas t  saw a g r e a t  number of Divis ion I 

g l i d e r s  come i n  and a t tempt  t o  mire landings  wel l  out  beyond j 

the  American l i n e s ;  t h i s  was another  s e r i a l  out  of 'the same I 
I 

formation whlch had p a r t l y  come t o  g r i e f  around H i l l  20, whiLe 

CO'L R4FF looked on. But t he se  C-47s and t h e i r  charges were 

headed f o r  a more n o r t h e r l y  Landiw Zone emiwaclng f i e l d s  which 

would p r e s m b l y  have bee2 clearoli of enony f c r c a s  had Ci)L 

VANDEXIVOORTqB B a t t a l l o n  continued on t o  lJ2XIITILEZ AU PLAIN and 

made a succass fu l  stand the re .  But t h e  shr ink ing  of t h e  po- l 
s i t ion-under thla circumstances here to fore  dsscr ibad- lef t  t h e  

g l i d e r s  qu i t e  vu lnerab le  t o  thusa eneray groups which h a d  e i t h e r  

held ground t o  northsaet;  of ST13 &ERE EGLXm o r  were now gather-  

i ng  along.  the  nor thern  f r i n g e s  of tho  co~ilruunltj~ t o  renew t h e  

a s s a u l t .  Sm,?pany D ,  whi ch was deployec? a long t h o  nor thern  a r c ,  

was a l raady  Peal ing t h e  sz igh t  2ressuro of d i s t a n t  enemy f i r e ,  

presumably from t h e  eneay c o l u m  whioh had continued aboling 

south  from KEUTJTLLE AU 'PLAIN. A l l  t o l d ,  1'UP.EiBULL and h i s  men 

had contained t h i s  prosaure for noiaexhat more t han  n i ae  hours 

before t h e i r  forced withdrawal; it was j u s t  a shor t  t h e  before 

the  g l i d e r s  c a m  i n  t h a t  Comgan;r T) ngtiC6d a pick-up of h o s t i l e  

T i r e  along tho northelvn f r o n t .  Tha t h i n g  of thane oventa com- 

pounded the  d i f l l c u l t i e s  of t h ~  g l i d e r  f o r m .  

Three g l i d e r s  landed r e l ~ t i v o l y  c l o s ~  t o  t h e  Ar'lorican Lines; 
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t h e i r  occupants were a t  once succored by p a t r o l s  sen t  out from 

Company D. Others were brought down by anei..y f i r e  from al.oP4 

the  hadeerows t o  t h e  northeaatvtard; s t i l l  o the r s  crash-lallde8 

i n t o  t h e  hedgerow enbanlu~ents  o r  among t h e  an t i -g l i da r  poles 

i n  these  sam f ield.s ,  w i t h  heavy l o s s  t o  t h e i r  human cargo; 

yet other  members o r  t h o  s e r i a l  &ifui?g over '5owerd the  Drop. 

Zone, wl~ere 505th had landed t h a t  rzorning, and cake t o  e a r t h  

among the  hedgerow t h a r e  rvnere the  f i r e  was l i t t i e  o r  no 

hazmd. 

This misfortune elsewhere i n  the  Divis ion 2ad at  l e a s t  t h e  

good e f f e c t  of e s s i w  t h e  supypLy s i t ua5 ion  w i th in  t h e  ST& EiEi?t 

EGS,I&% perfmeter. By %rat hour, ~1.1 hands bail bec3oEe F~mursd 

t o  t h e  need To? oonstant  pa t ru l l i ng .  I n  fao\ ma11 detaah- 

ments of  t h e  one,v had been 80 nuimroua i n  t h e  genera l  v i c i n i t y  

throu3hout the  day t h a t  the  runner service  between BTE M3Eg 

EGLISE and the  R e ~ i m e n t a l  CP at  t h e  EJXJ:~>. Zone was maintaimd 

i n  a s e r i e s  of p a t r o l  act i .ons,  the  rurmer g o i w  out wi th  severa l  

r i f l e n e n  a s  escor t .  :{hen bad f o ~ t u n e  overtook the  g l i d e r s ,  t h e  

ST.E MJX& EGZTsE ' d o f e n d u r ~  lookeri upon' t h e  s f t r u t i o n  sir11ply a s  

one more problem t o  ba ~ o l v e d  by tlia use of pa t ro l s .  

They r ea l i zed  t h a t  s i n c e  it was i l l co ly  Ghat ir~uch of the  g l i d e  

personnel. tvould bo inca?ac i ta ted ,  tks ~ i i d e r  sup?lg carzo aou 

remain untouched and ia5ght fu l l : . in to  enefiy hands unless they  

did  something about it .* Soiae part' of t h i s  work rvas done by 

*This was the exp lana t ion  of the  two B a t t a l i o n  iarcmandors. 

. . 
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Wing on E* p a l l e t  and w n i t i q  u u t i l  the was c l e a r  of shocls, 

he reTlecte8  on tho f a c t  t.hnt the  s?irlt8 of t h e  nien ha3 m?ned 

t o  be s o  much hi$;hsr thsm h i s  o.#n, 'and i?e wondered why. It was 

thought S t a t  gave u n u h e r  of o t i ~ ~ ?  conwndern pause dur ing the . 

STE !fEAhX EGLICE a c t i o n ;  tke  Lzen never seemed t o  doubt f o r  a 

nomen5 t h a t  t hey  would hold bile t o m ;  the  co~man&rs  themselves 

were frequ3ntl .y haae t  by t h e  gra-mnt worry. Thi&ir@ of  thebe 

obliguei:. contras t i r rg  a t t i t u d e s  so~im t i n e  l a t e r ,  VP$FLI~KVOORT 

epitomlsed the reasons f o r  tho difl'ereiice i n  t h e  viewpoint of 

c , b r ac t e r .  Xis vords: "Tbi.: only 5nal jvdwer, of the 'true 

s i t u n t  i nn  a r e  th6  Lien gut on t h e  line.:f 
. , 

The Coiwmndwa wi.$hin ST& h E B  EGLZSE could hear f i r e  f r o m  
. . 

aL1 quadrants o f  Che j?o:~imzber, Z r w  t h e i r  i u t e r l o r  p o s i t i o n '  . . . , 

it gave them a n  e:zaggemted f e g i i r ~  $::at pressure was oomi&; 

ing which Ohey kaew they  cc;rulC not hmd.le. 

The m a n u r e  of t h e  c l a ~ ; o r  was ooL t o  be found a t  the CP but i n  

what was haspenin& around the road blocks. * 
*heso a r e  not  @rstui, toua o h s o m a t i o m  by t h e  EO. Them r 

a aec idea  aont ' ras t  i n  t h e  e s t b t o u  w a e  by i a U S E  and 
'SOORT ( t h e  fomer espaci .a l ly)  of' t h e  p e e s u r e  aga ins t  ST@ ME 
EGLISE and what t h e  m n  ha:l t o  say, The BO. ca l l ed  t h i s  fact t o  
t h e  a s t e n t i o n  of %ke two. Cx:vmndors who thereon went over t he . .  , 

da ta  and ame t o  the  coono&unlon here o u t l i n e d .  
Most of t h e  m t e : r i ~ l . i n  t.his chapfek is t o  be  found i n  t h e  

ECRAUSE and TlJJDERVCQl>T in te rv iawe;  howevek, company c r i t i q u e s  ,, 

were held o f  Camp:,unIaa D anC E sad wlzatrls s a i d  of' tile camPahy 
a c t i o n s  i s  l a r g e l y  tile 'testhan:r of t h e  =en. 



It remained f o r  an. i f l pa r t f a l  w i t ~ e s s  t o  pass an  unwitting 

judgment o n  tho  c o n t r a s t  i n  tiiese two po in t s  of' view. The 

Mayor Of STE: IJEX3 $(1-LISg had vitnesseci t h e  f i g h t  throughout 

t h e  day from a pos i t i on  wi th in  t h e  town. 3Ie had been t h e r e  i n  

mid-aft ernoon when COL iaUm-beconing suddenly aware that 

he was c e t t f n g  f i r e  froln wi th in  his  own lines-had sen t  h i s  

men Gn another  grawl of tho houses and had ,drag;g'ed,fort$ a 

half-dozen s n i p e r s  who h& been missed i n  t h e  f i r s t  mop-up. 

Perhaps lie had a l s o  f e l t  t h e  danger come c lose r  when a t  1.730 . .  ' . 

a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  began t o  rar@;e i n  on the  Ba t t a l i onsT  CE, thus  

beginnine an i n t e r r a i t t en t  s h e i l i n  which l a s t e d  t h rowhou t  

the  eight. ma ha made it 0 1  record t h a t  he was on hand when ' . 

a t  about 2100, t h e  enemy made h i s  last  i n f a n t r y  t h rus t  from 

the  sauth-an atttsnpt t h a t  tila men out  on t h e  l i n e  described 

as  Prhardl.y inore than a strong p a t r o l  act ion. tP 

I n  a leti tex which i a  r o r ~ r k a b l e  Tor i ts s i m p l i c i t y  and depth 

of f e e l i r i f ,  t h e  hhyor e:qresssii t o  COL X 3 U  s o m  t h r e e  weeks 

l a t e r  h i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  ,tho bufG3.e aqd  t o  the s2irit of t h e  men 

who had cvrriec? Vi;. 

"On tha  even in^; of Tune 6,rt :lo wrote, ' f fron t h e  a i t c h  where 

I h a d  takaa  cover I h.eard t h e  ba t e l e  dmwing c lo se r  t o  u s .  

The Gerrmn~ omie back as f a r  a s  t h&ou t s l c i r t s  of the town, 

There wiis hanG-t o-lwnd lip;ktlng. In  t h e  mornin;: I had heard 

@paratroopers say: VO a r e  a t t ack ing ;  t h e  fo rces  coning by se  

will 'bk here  i n  ,913; hours. I n  $he. evening, however,. t hey  s 

i 

. . 

. . 
. . . .  . .  



awaited roinforoeaunts. tjne of your uen to ld  me: 'The soa 

was t o o  rou$hOT  he vco.imn of t k a  town cried sna prayji, 

PDonvt l eave  usiP I h a r d  them say t o  .the m n ,  31e of the 

leave you. Tide are staging r igh t  here. P w *  

*This l e t t e r ,  7 ~ i ~ Q o h  v w u  l c q t  in COL,2;3WTvS file, was 
co$ed ~ o ~ b a t i m . .  



f o r  so low a t h - e ,  and which eeei?:eC t o  be coi.ii~g on ngainni; t h e  

The e f f e c t  seems to have been t o  roll t h e  adwince off RIG C 1 C M J P 8  

l e f t  ahoulder cind t u r n  it toward t h e  blocks o o v e r i ~  t h e  roads  

d i r ec t l y  t o  t:?b weetxs.rc?; as i!K GtxAEPS ;?latoorr he ld  t h e i r  

ground throu.@out ths .  n i eh t ,  , c o n t i n u h $  t o  draw s o m  ranil0,u 

f i r e ,  but always Tsom tho l e f t  f ron t ,  

The blocks were well ready f o r  t h e  tes$.  C,DT GJ LQETG, Con-  

mnder of CQnpany Ii, hud perc'onall:r srlpemisr3fi tho f i n a l  o x ~ a  

l aa t ion  or a l l  of t h e  blocka,  t&Ln& C U s  chore off EXAUSr:*S 

hands. Stren@ii? had built up a t o a d i l y  d u r i i q  the Gay; at 03 

tha t  morning 733 ZO!G had' l iud on ly  1 4  riflewen, one mor;tar, one 

 his waa t r ~ 3 M Q O O X i " i ' Y  s s t b a t e  0," it a?; reported i n  his 
i n t  erv %ear . 

- 1*5 - 



~ - .  -. . . . .  ' .  

i n  hLs o m  Cozlpany sec'5or; by  noon % t i i s  fo rce  had swelled . j , 

t o  6 o f f i c e r s ,  $4 m n ,  5 kazookas, 2 grenade launcilrirs, 3 

mchine  guns, 4 BARS and two m r t a r s ;  there  were corresnondi.w 

gains i n  t k e  o ther  s e c t o r s ;  aild s t i l l ,  bqcause of t h e  spread 

of the area  t o  h e  defcnacd, the  l i n e  was p r e t t y  t h i n .  

The day hsd passed i n  r o l a t i v e  r;iliet, for. the  men a t  the  blocks;  

they saw no eneay Tomes c lo se  u:) and they iisd l i t t l e  or  no 

chance t o  uso t h e i r  r i f l e s .  A sho::-t wiiile a f t e r  dark,  th.a 

f i rst  a t t a c k  f e l l  op t h e  block lacing toward. l&U7IL;TE R,U FYJAIX. 

The enexiy skismishers c~inio. c n  r a t h e r  s tup id ly  and obvinusly. 

They opened a mchine  gun aga ins t  the  ground where t h s  block 

was s e t  up and supgorted it wi th  a 8caCv";ring r i f b  f i r e ;  t hen  

a f t e r  shooking a Cow rif'3.e g ~ e n a d e s ,  t h e i r  individuals  caie 

'crawlirq a l o x  the hedgerows s,xir.? dStahsv on both side0 of the  

main ro&, Tl'.e 1merican.s aiizwrel? w i ' U  srml l  arias f i r e ,  gre-  

nades and bazookas, but oouldn't.  t e l l  911 the  clarkness whsther 

they were picking any. oP t h 3  skirr,lfc:he:r~: 03'. I D  had looksd 

from t h e  tiegirning a s  ff t h e  eneny had simply blunaared &to 

the block. They had walked almoat t o  tli~ minefield;  SGT LXONAiU3 

FIODGES had noen t!iem cocdn~;  the i ~ S . d d l e  of the road and 
. , 

cou18n1 t bel ieve t ha t  Gernanrr would a c t  th.at r ay ;  f i n a l l y ,  he " ' .  

had'yel led t o  thgri t o  Jliilt;, acd they lmd tbelpeon s c a t t e r e d  t o  

the d i t ches  and s tar ter !  f i lp ins .  Besun thua uncer ta in ly ,  t h e  

f irst  foray endecl i n  t h e  snrm mnner ;  befo:re I!OTpES know whether 

"6  - . . 

. , 
. . 



his f'ire was h a v i l ~ y  any e f f e c t ,  t h o  Germno began b a o k i ~  

away; they then t r i e d  t o  clrcle arourid tho r igh t  o f  ttie block; 

and his nen becam very  ho$; 6:rsdually tho  onemy group ~ 0 ~ k t ; f d  . . 

rightward t o  w i th in  100 yards  of the block,  s e t  un t h r e e  ills- 

them i n  rer>ly frorn ths ens:ny .&you>, t h ~  cudam a t t ack  done 



the  f o m a r d  gun, pus i t ion ,  ! r i ; l i r ~  20th den aud biorving: the  

weagon apart. y&-,?,. " 7.' , ~ . . , . & J i i i ,  613 a lo*, of qnick f i i u r i n g .  The 

had been covering the hed.Ger&::i t o  the  f r o n t  of where bis o ther  

t h e i r  t o o  s a ~ g  succosa over t C c  and th9 lack of any f u r t h o '  
, , 

f i r e .  %::R hicht iras l i e h i  and. the f i e l d  vdas very g r e o n c  A s  

they strearwd aarosa  the f i e l d ,  Y~,CEZCLIAK coaM mssura  t h e i r  

bulk, anti frnm 5j.w moon g l i n t ,  $ur?.ge t h e  sh:LRpe of their helmk 

He. ye l l ed  t o  h i s  w n  that they wars ~ e r u a n s ;  a l l  a long t h e  

they opened fire with a i l  weapns; the  Ge r rms  f e l l  back ic 

o t a n t l y ,  but quite a. few of their  n m b e r  , had . .  f a l l e r .  i n  the  f i a l c  

YACmCfm7S,wan d i d  got g o  ha& t o  the  hed~*,eroru whare tha  for-. . . 

. . 



i 

where the  fonvcm2 gun. Ilnd beeii, foqnd tile destroyed p? and 
: . ' q  

beoame alarmed th;~",ii~ 3.Lne was broken; l a t e r  he found YLC?Z%- 

C W  and tho others  taking i.t easy in t h e i r  rearw:b.rd p 0 ' o l t f ~ n  : 
riglit next tile huuses; they  ware laughing nZ; him?.. 

DZ LOKG hed believvd that t h s  real d a n ; ~ r  wo:~lc! ooue a t  the 

point occu r r ed  onn of l;ho mo-e stan*%lin!; events of thu n ieh t  . . 

CP, about 50 yayds Zron the  bio~s:, cncs under a sudriec and 

yond the  soerm uS t3;a e::plosion. 'rrlorkiil;. under f L y e ,  Clrey 

es tabl ished the c.l.use-in flslc!. This  feat won Z E U L E R  t h e  

DSC . . . 

Hnving made h i s  Few imlf-kmarted &ad unsuoceffisful.  pas@eS out. : 
. . 

.. 



, .. 
( ; ! T i ,  

fit . . .  , ;* 
$0 tho ri .ght of t h e  S:Oi.T?EEOTE(: road, the enemy .for a t im $3 *;! . ,  , , 

. f :  

recoiled R I I ~  then a t  ahout Ob.00-j~!s.t tas t h e  l ikii t  began t o  $ .  ,..,. f,:i 
. :  + !  
' I t t i  

break-reneiwd his a t t a c k  asains t  LT :;:C CUNIqS pos i t ion  t o  : ,, :: * ,- ::; . ..l:., 

. I , . ;  
northeast; of the town. Havinc reinforced h i s  platoon wi th  . 1 . ;  .. . . ,.. 1;: 

. , ,, . ;+: 

. . ... 

soma of t he  ~ : l i d e r  rmn, LCC CEWf now had a t o t a l  a t rength of : y;? 
; .. , : .:t: 

,,". 
45 and aa.6 i n  a Pair  posi t ion t o  deal wLth the  a t te~j ipt .  The . . . ,  . .!<! 

three machine p ~ ~ i s  and one 60 rwi riortaz wi thin  h i s  pos i t ion  

were put i n t o  o p e ~ a t i o n  imtrudia-tely, One of the nachine guns- 

i n  advanced grounii on 1IC cm;~iqS l e f t - f e l t  pressure from, 

enemy f lankera  and thsrofore withfirow a l . ~ o s t  t o  the r i f l e  l i n e ;  
. . i:. . In!  

ItC CIJZliN was oonfldent t ha t  his rQ;h-t was i n  good &ape and ao r.:ci j! 
, . q,,; $ . ; I  . . I  
:I.;f, 

he switched tho cuchiao gun which had covered t h a t  f l ank  over . j' . 1:: 
.:i 4 t o  h i s  l e f t  to meet the risir4; gpressuro; It checked the eneny ..! :, i, 

, , , ?  :a' 
' i %  advance fo r  t he  t i n e  beins. The T i r e  f j.;$h4; contkr~ued u n t i l  * d S  
.. , : ; 1 .,v 

about 0800; thern  was a &oxt bwm,tber 'thon beoalxse t he  eneny i ., .; 
' . . : . l i  
'. 

::; 4:: 
, d id .no t  come on m d  !YC CL3SJiilT w4.s beginriirq Lo run out of am- . . : ?!! 

:. . . t! 
.,\.:,: . . 

8 : . .  m u ~ i t i o n .  T.he nun vvnrc well  cowrefi I n  t,ha dltoiies and be- ,.; k;i 
hind the  snbanlcmuts and hnci r!w.lii'cainud themselves without 

taking muoh l o s s .  

The parimeter had not beau, den-tea a't any point; the enmy, h 

ever, 7m8 not grot fu1J.y beaten; bct,h s ides  ,!:era uakiig ready 

for  t h e  l a s t  p i p .  

- 50 - 
. . 



The hours between 0Lt.00 and C4300 on D P ~ S  ON! (7 June) wsze 

the  5 o s t  ~ i w k o u s  gor iod  f o r  BZd Division of Chs e n t i r e  ~ o r m a n ~ i  

oampaign. No word had jret cone  fro^ t h e  outs ide;  the  Division 

was s t i l l , w i t h o u t  knov,rledfi;e of what was as twinp :  t o  ' the South . . 

of H i l l  20. Duriil!; the  niz3l.t ' tke situation al.ong the TJ13aLYErGT 

had xhown no genera l  improvemer,t and wilile s o l i d  lofigfj~l~n* 

had been &nod a t  GI-EF POWJ tho enany pressuro agail?.st the  

eas t  end cf tho LA >T:El:Eill;: c ronsi rg  continued unramitting; now 

it  began t o  appear t h a t  fresh anit unrueasured forces were 

gathering t o  os'tri';ct the  Uivision from tho north at  813 HEEX 

EGLISX. 2h.sse si;ne---anon3 o ther  .thlnsa, a build-up of ~ 1 3 : t f L l -  

l s r g  f i r @  usalnat  the pivis ion Cp =ea from t h e  d i roo t ion  of 

the  iXGi.J%PCIJ.?C road-:rere fu1.l.y d i a t u r b i ~  t o  the  50o;mnild and 

reaultod i n  the  s h i f t i n g  of t h e  g rea t e r  ;w.~t of the streil@h 

of one re~Lxent--5OGth--from tho IXpXlJ:fi3T t o  the  S W  b4ERF: 

EGLXTE ?mri ion of tho DLvisior f ron t .  (see accoufit o r  the  

MERDERET rictiolzs for  f ~ r t h e r  eetaii.6.) ?n .tile absence o f  any 

pos i t ive  i r i forrmt ic?~~ as t o  what wag occuring ou t s ide ,  GEN 

RI'WXrAY oontinued t o  be  concerrred nost  of a l l  f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  

of the  pos i t i on  at tile town. 

LT CCL 'VEt(ITON, who had ta lked t o  MAS G311 BARTON at '4tn Divis ion 

a? a t  midnisht,  back t o  &d CP a t  0800 and to ld  w h a t  he 

knew. S t i l l ,  h:tn wns r c ~ o r t i n e  t h i 3  ~ i t u n t i o n  es BARTCN bad 

UndersCood, lt t o  be ah 2k00; t h a t  news.' vv&s now -%hours oold and 



. . , . 
, . . . 

i n  the  in tervening period, C2d 'pivision had beard no th ing  

from the  f a s t  bo3.wn which was supposed t o  be moving toward 

i t  from t h e  south. A t  0929 011 7 June, Division received t h i s  

message f r o m  i t s  r ea r  echelon i n  England: TYo i n f o  on your 

locatioils. A l l .  heaaquarters deeply concerned." It was a 

s l i g h t l y  erim irony, A t  t ha t  hour t h e  82d wao embattled a l l  

along t h e  l i n e  and i t s  worry was not t h a t  higher headquakters 

were hearing nothing of i t s  ownl;lovements but t h a t  it was 
1 

hearing nothing frord them. 

The . in te l l igence  brought by VJIhTON d i d ,  l~owever, influence 

the s i t u a t i q n  and ::mvenents t o  south of STE PiiE:Rjl! BGLISE and 

of R i l l  20 where oodsiderable changes had ocourred i n  t h e  

ea r ly  norning hours. For ono th ing ,  the  8 th  In fan t ry  had 

been s t ra i$&enod  out;  COL X&J?p *bad tal$od t o  GXN BRRTOTJ l a t e '  

on the  n ight  before and the l a t t e r  had di rec ted  t h a t  his e l e -  . . . . 

ments cooperate f u i l y  i n  clear in^ tiie ground south of  STE: 

1 .  B&iTG)T bod a l so  been asked t o  prevent, i f  poss ib le ,  

the l~qx l ing  of fu r ther  gJ.idcr s e r i a l s  on Lanl i rs  Zone V? u n t i l  

the  hieh ground. was oleared , the 325th Glides i n f a n t r y  b e i x  

due t o  a r r i v e  earby i n  the  morniag of P PLUS ONE; RQF was . . 

. , 

then asked by BARTON t o  employ h i s  force  on the  l e f t  durin$ 

the  morning a t t a c k  and advance t o  t h e  top  o f  B i l l  20,  whi le  

8 t h  In fan t ry  carried the  burden of the  a t t a c k  da r i g h t  of t 

main road.* Tne l i n e  s e t  up f o r  the night .  defensive pos i t ion .  
. . 

. . . , 

%lost o f  t h e s e  Oeta i l s  Were provided by W P  i n  h i s  i n i t i a l .  . . 
. . . . 

. . . . 
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. . i:: 
had been accommodated t o  .this plan,  F&TlF holding the l e f t  with 

$I . /?  

j!: 

h i s  tanks and ab&t 290 nen while B~"utalion.of the 8.th in-  . ' . : .  
. .,..:q 

, . (il 

fanty  held the  ri&t; when the a t t a c k  wan ready $0 jump-~ff ,  . . . i; 
. , / I  

I !  

:. . . 

t o  suq>or t  t h e  forces  on the ~ Q h t  and one ?latoon r emined  . . ;j 
<I. 

. .. with ILIFP7S ~ , c r a t o h  force.  By t h a t  tirde the  325th Glider  In-. . . .  . ,  

/, 

f'antry had landed and was already co l l ac t i ag  i t s  forces .  (See :' 

111 

?lanes cairn flovrn i n  the  no-imnps land between the two fo rce s ;  ii 
I! 

but e i t h r  the  Gesb~iiilnna on she Hi11 were not s u l f i o i e n t l y  a l e r t -  

ed or there  had been s w e  furt l ier  de t e r io r a t i on  of t h e i r  po- 

s f t i o n  d u r i n ~  t!ie n Q h t ;  325th sux'rered very few losses  from 

eneLlY gunf i re .  The greater  n u b e x  of the planes lanfied i n  t h e  I 
l i e l d s  c l o s e r  t o  the L E G  F3ilGES cwesroads and e l o w  a  $ ~ n e r s l  I 
l i n e  t o  the  sastvzard of t h i s  pos i t ion ,  s t r u ~ ~ &  along a l l  t h e  1 
way back t o  the beaches; so  landing,  they were out of t h e  range 

of enenw f i re .  After  releasing the e l i d o m ,  however, some of 

theC-47;: t '1.e~ d iped t ly  into t h e  t e e t h  of the  posi.bion on 

F I i l l  20 ; the  enemy oacned f i r e  nr i t h  a l l  . fnfnntiry weapons and 

a t  l o n s t  one ant i - tank gun; two of t h e  C-47 i exploded and 

burned jus t  nbovo H i l l  20 a s  the  fgrcss '  of tkie .&erican 9t't;ao 

watched and waited on t h e i r  l i n e  of dep r tu re .*  



the Infant ry  grodwed an ermvslopent of th3  enemy r i g h t  on 

H i l l  20. BY 1030 the  advance had' reached the  hi* ground aiid 

enerq r e v i s t a ~ l c e  t o  s'outh of STE MERE ~ L I S E  no loieer hac: axr  

base t l l c u ~ h  sn ipe r  a c t i v i t y  continued. i n  t h e  rrean%i*llo, . . 

?robably be a:mqpd by GTK RIJIKIA";, :;(hen by hid-nornirg it ap- . ' 

. . peared t h a t  t h o  n i t ~ ~ a t l o r ,  at I i i l l  20 was coming under c o n t r o l .  .. ' 

Xithin  ST% M&iE EGLTEQl, the s i t u a t i o n  ha3 again. c0olBd by tiia",t 

hour anii the  enealjr early a o ~ a i n g  a t t a c k  agains t  Cho no~bl?.ezn 



r e a l  act iv i t :?  on $his  erouna Curing the r eminde r  of t h e  morn- 1 ! {$fi 
i%.* Bu.t once alc;:ain, the Gerrrana hsd been rebuffed a l c w  , d  
the r i g h t  f l ank  of the ncrthern sector  only t o h s v e  another 

s t ab  a t  the  l e f t ,  ne:xt the l,jIO!TE;3clU.r.ilG rued. '-kt about 0720, : .;a; 
pal 

Pollowine: E% prs.%i,?ratory a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  f rok  f l i sect ly  north 

Of t h e  town, %he Qermn  infa:;try attacked s t m i g h t  down the  

r o d ,  ~0Dliils olon(., t h e  hedge ru~s  iixd 3 i t ~ h 0 8 ,  and P~l ldwed 

c los s ly  by t h o i r  own cannon. The foot troops $ot i n t o  the 

buildirx-:s i n  t he  n.ost.ilern o u t s k i r t s  and ' one s e l f  - p r o p l l e d  gun 

was brought lommrd a s  f a r  us  Second Bat ta l ion ' s  Ci?, which .wak 

i n  t h i s  eeotor:  The Gun welit i n t o  action:there and ,  f i r i n g  

s t r a i ~ b t  down the road,  drove of f  t he  crew of tho 57 nun gun 

c o v e r i w  the  IGXJTZ303RG road. TAIDEFIOCHT tiieiea saw one O f  h i s  

own prLvlvntcs run out ,  .t&,ke over the  57 gun, retl.rn tha f i r e  and 

dest roy the  57 gun. That inoiaent  mrke8  t h e  hi& ticlo of t h e  

anmy advance and a l s o  its recession, The German in fan t ry  

fadol  buck,** 
' . 

*& the (?neqr fi3'8 dffindlod. a C7err:kir. L~CICICCR~ o f f i c e ?  cans 
f orwara uiadcr a  white $la& t o  ask 132 LT XA13RLP W. V i X R  Pcr 
pern~iss ion t o  c a ~ r y  out the wounLlcd. SGT CP?fiU.@ SWPJi saw tk, 
conferonow arid "uho~v;lit tha t  it nipkt  be a  r u w  t o  cover a wi th ,  
drivi-11. Hi? workcci h i s  way forwnrd alony a. hvdgoraw on t he  let' 
f l ank  nnd saw t!w G-.r iarr  i a f an t ry  q,uitti.n.g t h e i r  forhol-es a:16 
r e t i r i r , ~  alonn.., tkc! d i tches .  He was o i o s ~  enough t o  miiw them 
down with h i s  trnfi1.y aun (being about only 30 jrardb atfay) but 
he lool.red back nnd saw tha3 t h e  white f l ag  IYES u ~ ,  and 8o .he  
concluded t h a t  he had ba t te r  not f i r e .  

* ' & o o x ~ ~ ~ F ,  t o  VM,ECK~O[)P.T, cte perimeter pos i t ion  was never 
oonsiderea a s  it whole ncd the L r o o b  B iS t~ ibu ted  proport ionate 
accordin.f: t o  the gsou.r:d. The r e l a t i onsh i2  of the. hedgarcw 1113 
ruminf:  tovmra t h e  t o m  and t h e i r  juxtaposit ion t o  t he  highwage 
e tc . ,  olads any suck; d $ ~ t r i b n t i o n  iitqooeible. Ia snm plaaea 
t roopswere  stratcimii t h i i l ove r  o r i t i e a l  ~rcu114 vr.li;hin the  pe- 
r imeter  and at other  p laces  they were concectr&to8 nara than 
was needed, It was, Pn otkier words, a .arl~s.er$cal diet-rib~tion . , 





such heavy a r t i l l s r y  l i r e  oil upproaching the -town f r o n  th.9 ' 4  i ... . . 
South Shat it bad s w q ~ ?  around, SIT3 WW EGLI% on the  eastward . . . . . 

and haa than  cosie i n to  82dTs grounfl from a  no~theaster1.y d i rec-  

t ion .  The Cominder had then moved the Ba t ta l ion  somsi~hat t~ 
. , 

west of t h e  ~ O E E B O U ~ G  road of the ground held by YAITGSR- . . 

VOOHT'S B a t t a l i o n  o f  595. Since i t  had previouslg been directec! ' , ,' 

t h h C  f o r  t h e  e.dvaiicc northward toward 2Q,WILD ilTJ F U l T  the  . . 
. . 

IJIOIKTEBXJRG road would be t he  b ~ u n e a r y  of the t w g  Di71ision3, 

with Lth ~ i i i s i o n  on t h e  r i .zbt ,  t h e  l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n  was t hus  
. . 

telslporarily ccranioled; Second Pat ta l ior ,  of the &h I;?.;t'a:cltrY . . . . 

was uoving t o  t he  a t t a ck  through C?2dvs sector  and a po~t:on 0f 

V~UDEAWOGRT'S co1x1md.-I.:G 'CSE.3NfS platoon-was t o  oyexa'bo i n  

4 t h  Div i s ion ' s  sactox. 

Durins t he  Last h&f-:.:~ur of proyaration, there  had beon a n  
.j 

intense bu5.lc':-up of' cjnany artill~r;s  fir^ against  t h e  town, . .$ 

. ! 

c a w e d ,  perhays .by tlio Tact t h a t  the  emn?y had seen hhe Aineri- 
8 

. .  , .  
% 

Force :IO\VEL;C, which had been u n ' d ~ s  W L  T;Am', h~.d ar r ived a t  t he  

E2d CP around noori tbe and s ix  of tho ~harr&ns f r n x  CQapanY C ,  
I 
; 



m X 1 . U .  The zd.vance of t h i s  fo rce  an0 its subsey.uent E.ove- 

monta had not  beon coordinatefl w9f;h t h ~  a t t a c ! ~  t h a t  wris about 

t o  take place by the  Gth and 505th elermuta;  i t  was a c t i W  

or  less on i t s  own, res,?ondinq t o  a c a l l  that an  arffiosed fOXoe 

was threatening STE XGLISE from t h e  nor th .  A t  tho inter- 

sect ion,  tile armor turned no r th  and continued n ~ o v i n ~ .  A3 tile 

force reriched highor ground a few hundred' yard8 bs.?ond tlie 

center of Sils bum Etl-LIGF: a t  t h e  l i r . i i t e ,  of t h e  b:~ilt-up RT4.1, 

the tanks c a m  under a r t i l l e r y  and ner$i;ar f i r e  and si ; i lu~'hen~Olr~ 

l y  t he  arews m w  f o r  the  first ti.rlt.  a column of enmy arunilor 

about' 300 yards away; thero  wore  bout fLve tanks and perhapa 

the same number of veh ic les  i n  the  CO~LUUI;  t!xe sll&t r i s e  i n  

ground had screened t h e  a o l u m  f r o u  view until. %hat moueat. 

Both fo rces  opened T i r e  at about "ULQ same t i i ~ ~  an.3 l ; h ~  leading 

American tank ,  which was cor~wndcd by ST K0UI3TtON PAXm, succecd 

ed i n  knocking out an anti-Lnnlr gun and s e t t l n g  *wo of the  

enemy tanks a f i r e  before exhausting i ts supgl.y of m;n?ur.ition; 

by t h a t  t i n e  an e n e w  L i t  had l.m:ced o?P P&YiIE7S ~ n t i a 2 r c  

gun and pmisdopo. Aa 110 w e d  back, tl{ mobioned t o  the  sea0  

tank t o  f i r e ;  W t e r  1 2  rounds t h e  aecoud. tank 's  .swil jnxxzd; 

thereon, BUJ YEYE4'iX%, t h e  Batitelion Exao~lbive an8 oo$~u~n;?ui? o 

the advance par ty ,  brought up the  t h i r d  tank end began t o  

Wmnwhile, LT CGL C .  G. FVIPFZT?, the Batttulinn Commnder, reuon- 

n o i t e r i l g  t o  thd ;iorthennl;w,ml f o r  a route  by which t o  o u t f l  

the enaru ooluti@, had Pouna a trail. 1oac:in:;: nor.th wbich g 
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. . r:: 1 .  
. . ? i .I:! b I 

i n t o  n :~cr.:ntl:! I*:. rr::t i7  t ' ~ ~ . t  I r!d tn iXTl l l xLx  ATJ Ixu:~. p.4x7~ . : . ;I :, 
. 3 
: "  F 

1 t i ;  I ? I ?  I :  t ,  ! f '  y , Came :I 
. . .  , i 

' .i . : .  ! 
Ct.1 'i!i. + a ' \ ' :  !& 'j ' ~ " j  . >  t * $ : : t  t&:l  :!ici:s:;i] 1:; !+i:!*t': z,);,p!(yLcl?,ijx it  fr,>;a kk,e 

'i!i j j  I 1 
k'.. .It; ..,.., , .; ::- ,. r i i  r!Pcs;,: i:mk ~'.c);L!:' Lhc vj.Zla;;a ohu:.oh. I<a i #I 

: i 
12. . ?I j 

t :.* ;: !,:: i .; I'*.J.:**? !,i ), : i , , :~~  a;ifi7yt::t,:),! V J ~ S  cieto~ced :iild 1115 first  . t i  i, 
; I '  

:. 
. S t U  I : :  I . L ? . 'p!le &?1':ail ~ O ~ & Y L Q  vjhio:~ hxa . . :ri . . 

i:! 
t ~l 

. I . :  J.',;..:;':: t ,it:: t:il 1:nj.n r . 0 ~  i n  f:lll j : ~  i 
L.1 ; 

I I .. ~ b : I . 1 ' k : : ? : .  , .l.::..ic.lfl.; I ~ 1 i : : n k l ~ d  !<u:~~i o~id vc?hiclos behind; Coapmy . . $ I 4 G '  ; 
i l  ; 

E ' I :  i+.ira::L L : ~ : . c : . . . r ~ l  :;Li!l i.vl,i t o  L;.c-: !;r;lin road,  . f i r i ng  at tile ..I 
i 

. . :;j I vr?iit C i  f!:' .;:i .; is ! .  , ? ; I ; :  ; : : :  i ;  t ;  , * The Seoond . . 
:.( 

. , o  i .',I\ : mil T!;.i.:d I'i:.:?nrr::, !ir.:;:t.~.:,., Jbitii i:ccvc,i oact and north to sup- , 
, . I  / 

lm*.L 3L1, .l;iPi4,:i'.8 r,\;!,-:'l,:;rii.: ii:;: i:.cvtl~;!at~li ; before  f hey oould ifi 

I i I  
.. ,*.. . . rctrcl; ri:c ; i,~lc :;i.c:o -a. 8 s . ~ i i  ,::we fn%o action, tt:e r e t r e a t i w  .$ 

iii 
i t '  

C t ? r l ; ~ i n  rnc4.s. !.:I i :!,i:r:;,::: gr;ii pc-ary:;a:od $:lid both of the COmImny . , .  ; 
? '  ~ 

3 t :  i : , ,  f ,  1 ;  . 2 i t .  LT FRLW KOGW b !  ; 
1; 8 . . ! 

i.'oZ; !ti.:. :.'iv*:!!? f!.!::!:a;r:; 1;y :,n t!." :?cenr:! in tfna to h i t  a d  d i s -  , ; i j  , 
' . ! i ,  : 

I ; '  
;gb] e *~l lp  1 .,. .- ::k ,; .;.' ; A  r:!t !:;:LC tii;?.r?c this double score. KOCUTrS j4 .  j 

i &  ; 
> 8 . &  , t:i~'<:; $:,!.,:TI : , ! ~ , , ~ ! ~ ~ : ~ , . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : t ; ~ ; ; ? ~ ?  t~;&,,! : i , ~ y ; : ~ ~ ~ o ~ i ~ p  ~ ~ b o r & l l y  'bkl.*> . :.. 

. . 
il, : . . 
;(! 

~ 1 1 %  j.:-:;:yj:,~..!:; j : ~  j:~)l;:;~*,i;!~:!lt:~: t , , ~  :.;:!:,:) ::$t'ai'iw:;) 25 o n m y  infaztry- . !I I 

11 i 
. i.4 r:\en o..,:..tr ~ : : t ,  .)i\>trni !.;r::is :t:.nn,: tile iieiisaroris. w i t h  h m 8 s  xaieud g b 

. : )  I 

, 9: : 
. .  , .; , 

in . t . i , y .  i.?, t '9; ~ 2 , :  t..,:;!i:; ;.,clv+l f iito ,tho ixsd.at; they captwed 8 ,  i 

3 1 :  . ; ~~Je!tl,.c:: i  2 9  -43wric;lrl priTimr-el.s %shorn tiie 

: I'tjr,cc! ku:? ' irgic:r.  iloltliq,;; &nil t,t!.ey i n t ~ ~ r U p t t ? d  %SO W W k  

%mtz r ,,R ;r~.i:!~:~i,l .~i r;?::,: * l i:;.;:!.il i : ~  t.iw of lNF.V'XBtE adve.noe t o  
t;kt> iaft:lrif,l%F .,,*l.i:Coc i,:: :,rl:;i,::i~~.? '1::; !,tie Pikcti tha t  when the 
owl?~,my ~~.~;.:t,! c'., .. ~ i 1 . 1  . ' ... ' pc a. ..,,.ti . ~!:u.outu to $fro W), it can:@ uMW 
Int;rr~lsr; r l ; . t i ~ ! t ? r y  ,t3,;:vo rrr*;i thfi :.,c~T".~~:BOCXI XO& WA HEUVIT.?  

, , I ,zvr oarw f rom t h e  EZU'NOPQ~ 

colutrn. 

- 59. - 
. . . . . ,, I ,  - .  

, . .  uY i .  i 



of throe! enxc? ah \ . . l auces  :!$filch w o ~ o  hastily evacuating tthe 

wou.nd.ed f ro:il :~n. ai.G B Lr3,'Eir~a In  I!T,T;T?lT.TZ 



. . .  . , .  < 
but on beyorid t h e  tanks t o  the leftward of t h e i r  own pcsrt ion,  .. . t  . ,, . ; j  

. ( I !  Company E cou!.ci see no Biens tliat Second Battal ion,  B:h 13- !. .., ,, 4 . . j j  I i 
.:I 

faptry,  had completed i ts  deployment and was ready $0 go; as . .  . >  . . .  :., 
, , $ 0 ;  

f o r  the  s i t u n t i o n  on the r ight ,  it was s t i l l a  blank, h1G CTKQH:S. . 
' 

platoon not liavfa,n, returned Prom i ts  mission. Throe of,  the  

Shermam steatlied shorL of Company Eqs sector and turrsd l e f t  

into the zone where Ssco;id   at tali on, Ckh Infantry,  was sup.- 
1 

posed t o  a t t a c k ;  t h e  other t!iroe noved on up t o  Go~ip8.ng Eqs  

posit ion;  a t .  first there f a d  been son8 thought of get",% 
. i : 

a r t i l l e r y  sup?~or't for; %he at tack but it was T ~ C ~ O L O Q  by the  

Infahtry corm~ialrrnd.ors t ha t  the 032osinii; l ifies were drawn t o o  

close f o ~  such f i'lw t o  be both safe  and o f i e o t i v e ;  so the tasks 

were aslu3d t o  cut  10 or  1 2  rocnds ;nto the forogro?jad where the 

eneriy ,'orce wna thou$ht t o  be;  it was done. 



. . "  
,them i n  on t h e  fLmk of the  p r i r c ip l e  enemy body whioh ~ e . 3  de- 

ployod a3.0~1,: 2. i l i tc la  pcralle! in: the szcond m a d .  The 'kanks 

moved imed ia t e ly  t o  the fore 60 as t o  screen th3ir o-JE infmtry 



COYIS  was h i t  by a b u l l e t  j u s t  about the t im t h e  show Was 

over. A feW O? t h e  e110;.1y hscl bro';en away toward the htjOlwBO'JliG 

road as t h e  f i r i * ~  becan. The P l r e t '  . . FZ:.ltoan i;lcrved to t h a t  lina 
! 1 . . ,. . . 

as rapidly as r~ossiblo acd.  b u i l t  up ,a Rira pos i t ion  a l o q  t he  . . 
./I 

. . j, 



. . .  :.r 
, ' . !,I 

, , . , 
could see groups of Germans, sone of then waving whife fl.a.gs., . ' 

: ' . . 
, . . ;I! . . :j 
. . 

moving around ainfinlle?3slgr i n  the fields beyond.. So the Rjen held . . <  , . . 
: i  

t h e i r  f i r e  and motioned the  enemy %o o m  on in ,  Altogsthar . .. "1 
.: l 

about 100 pr i soners  wece taken by ;bK; CIBAIJ'S hen. ' . '  " i  
i : . . 



8 

As of the  night; of D PLUS ONE, therefore, 82d Divieion* a ' '  j 

. ... 

i n i t i a l  assignments were com~letsd. ensbard  of the mERDERET ' . . ~ 

.., 
:, 

. . ' ,:I 
and n o r t h w ~ r d  of  t he  DOtm and i n  thc  days whioh i~meaia te lg  

. . ,I 
S !  

followed, t h e  chief  concern n i  the  Division would be the win- ;! 

. . /  

ning and o ~ n s o l l d a t i o n  of the bridkeheads on the weat ,shore ' i  
i 

. . if 

of the J!R2=T. 


